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E EVOL LUTION: 


— . Ifyou've dreamed of own- 
ing asweet-handling dirt bike 
that’s also street legal, wake 
up. The Hodaka Road Toad 
Trail 100 can be your dream 
come true. 

Our trail-riding engineers 
in no way compromised Ho- 
daka’s famous off-road han- 
dling to achieve street legality. 
That’s what makes Hodaka’s 
new 100 so surprising. The 
Road Toad Trail 100 is all 
Hodaka in the rough, offering 
Hodaka’s legendary tough- 
ness and reliability—yet it's 
street legal with features as 
up-to-date as tomorrow: 

Automatic oil injection, 
primary kick, reed valve in- 
duction, enduro set odometer, 
26mm Mikuni carb, competi- 
tion Alumiferic cylinder, plas- 


tic front fender, 2.8 gal. fuel 
tank, conical front hub, heavy ; 
duty spokes, rim locks, 2- 
position rear shock mounts, 
heavy duty racing chain— 
and on and on for a total of 20 
performance advantages. 

If you're interested in own- 
ing a well thought-out trail/ 
street motorcycle developed 
by veteran trail riders, investi- 
gate this exciting new model 
from Hodaka. For free litera- 
ture and your dealer's name 
call the 800 telephone number. 


HODAKA. 


Handlers 


Super Combat Dirt Squirt Super Rat 
125 100 100 


` 250 
(Mid-1975) 


Road Toad Combat & Wombat 
25 


FREE TELEPHONE 
NO. 800-547-8120 

Call this number for the 
name and address of 
your nearest Hodaka 
dealer. Or check the 
Yellow Pages or write i ze 
PABATCO, Box 327, f 
Sherman Road, 
Athena, Oregon 97813. 


Canadians: Gemini Ind., 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Australians: Sport & Road Pty., Ltd., 
Box 209 S. Melbourne, 3205 


Hodaka Road Toad 
100 
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Small, Medium, Large 

and Extra Large sizes. 

Small has specially 

Sized fingers to properly Genuine leather that is 
fit most younger riders especially tanned for 
as well as women. stretchability—provides 
the durability you want: 
and the fit you need. 


Extra layer of leather 
in palm absorbs wear, 
prevents blisters. 
Contoured shape 
pr won't bunch up. 
Double stitched. 


Popular Buckskin color 
with complementary 
protective padding. 


No inside seams to cause 

blisters. All thread is a 

special nylon that is 

strong, yet will stretch High-density, shock- 
and not cut the leather. absorbent padding 
protects back of hand, 
fingers, yet each 
stress point is relieved 
for flexibility. 


Double elastic band 
around entire wrist 
for snug fit. 

. Glove stays on, 

* dirt stays out. 


' Extra layer of 
protective leather 
on inside of thumb 
where wear and tear # 
is the roughest 


Fit, 
durability 
and protection 
never felt 
this good before! 


Just slip your hand into any of these new Bates gloves. Soft, : 
supple...exactly the right feel...like they're already broken in, TPS ultimate racing glove. 
ats Ses dA US ' Weighs less than 1 oz. 
That's because the leather has been specially glove-tanned for stretch fit allows sensi- 
stretchability. To keep the stretch in, the glove is ‘bench cut tive fingertip touch on 
by hand...almost a lost art in these days of mass production. controls. Extra protective 
To guarantee Bates famous workmanship, each glove is CMM ici i 
completely sewn by one operator, with six different inspections No inside seams. Also 
taking place before the Bates name goes on. great as cafe racing or 
They fit like a second layer of smooth skin, but they're touring gloves 
rugged, too. Slip them on just once. Once is all it takes. 


ROAD RACING GLOVES 


UNLINED LINED MOTO ROAD 
TOURING TOURING CROSS RACING 


$11.95 $14.95 $17.95 $19.95 
S, M, L & XL S, M, L & XL S. M. L& XL XS, $.M&L 


STREET AND 
TOURING GLOVES 


Traditional styling with 
comfort that must be 
See your local dealer or send full price plus $1.00 for shipping experienced to be 

T li . Ch leath 
and handling to: believed. Choice leather 

stretches to match 

every hand movement 
like a second skin. 


ACCESSORY HOUSE, INC. Choose lined or unlined. 
Box 1770-DG, 


h li i 1 
the "quality people” Long Beach, California 9080 


EAD 


CHET HEYBERGER 


ZEN NERSUS THE SCIENCE 
OF MOTORCYCLE MAINTENANCE 


There seem to be a number of 
people in the world that think 
motorcycle maintenance is an art, 
that it takes a clean mind, free from 
worry and bad karma, to do a good 
job. Otherwise hassles multiply and 
so do bleeding knuckles. 

At first it may seem that zen is a 
strange thing to apply to motorcycle 
mechanics. After all, mechanics is 
science, not philosophy. Maybe. 
Clean mind or not, when you walk 
into the garage there are things 
which will occur no matter where 
you are on the Wheel of Life. 
Science has to enter the picture. Just 
having good karma won’t keep you 
from coming back in the next life as 
a stripped Phillips screw — not 
unless you also know the rules of the 
physical universe. 

Save yourself; physics as well as 
philosophy is necessary. 

And there are laws governing the 
events that go on in your garage. 
They are much more complex than 
rotating bolts and ratcheting 
wrenches would suggest, but the 
laws exist. 

One thing that both zen and 
motorcycle maintenance teach us 
is the impermanence of reality. 
Everything translates into something 
else; it changes. Accept it or you'll be 
driven nuts (intended) by trying to 
keep up with the new situation. You 
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know the GP is Sunday; you know 
what the bike needs; and you have a 
schedule of necessary maintenance. 
And you've done it all, up to the part 
where the new fork oil goes in the 
tubes. At which point you find that 
the bottle of 20-weight fork oil has 
been changed into 90-weight gear 
oil. You know it used to be fork oil 
and there's no explanation for the 
metamorphosis — other than the 
fact that the universe is actually 
working against you. Deliberately. 
Sometimes the perversity of natu 
isnt even subtle. Surely you've 
removed a perfectly good exhaust 


‚pipe at the beginning of the day and 


stood it in a corner of the garage. 
Then late that night, after everything 
else is done, you retrieve the pipe 
and find that now it's got a crack 
down the belly. 

You know that's happened, but 
you figured you either missed the 
crack the first time or that you're 
crazy. Neither. It really happened. I 
know; its happened to me. Don't 
you feel better now that there's an 
explanation? Even if it doesn't do 
you any good fixing the pipe? 

The air filter isn't immune from 
mysterious changes either. Take a 
dirty filter, clean it in gasoline, then 
soap, hang it up to dry. When it's 
time to reinstall it, itll be ripped to 
shreds. Bizarre. I always apply 3M 


“TRICKIT:’ 


MAKES FORKS PERFORM 


FROM THE 
SUSPENSION 
EXPERTS 


Some motocross and 
enduro bikes are superb 
in every respect but one: 
suspension. The new 
TRICKIT Fork Improver 
Kit remedies that. 
TRICKIT is an inexpen- 
sive, easy-to-install kit 
that makes Yamaha, 
Suzuki, or Kawasaki 
forks perform as good— 
or better than—any in the 
world. TRICKIT’S unique 
(patent applied for) valve 
design assures that 
precisely the correct 
amount of oil is trans- 
ferred—exactly as 
needed. The result: a 
softer, better, more con- 
trolled ride, better 
handling, less shock to 
the handlebars, and 
greater safety. 


Easy installation and 
precise instructions, too. 


TRICKIT® Fork Im- 
prover Kits for Yamaha, 
Kawasaki* and Suzuki 
100 cc. to 900 cc. 
Models (aluminum fork 
sliders only) ....$9.95 


"Kawasaki KX 250 
(MOAN et m $14.95 
CZ 125, 250 and 400 
OO eere ER $9.95 


NEW Pressure seal kit 
for Koni Shock Ab- 
sorbers 
State make, model and 
year when ordering. 


Plus 50g handling charge. 
California residents add 
6% sales tax. 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


Number One 


Products 
11509A Bexley Dr., Whittier CA 90606 


USE WHAT 
POTER 
USES 


Roger DeCoster, Trans-AMA Winner, three-time Motocross World 
Champion, has to have the best. 
He relies on his machine to run fast and finish everytime. His engine 
oil is Bel-Ray 2-Cycle Racing Oil because it burns cleaner, boosts 
power and fights friction to run cooler. 
In his transmission is Bel-Ray Gear Oil to absorb gear shock caused 
by high-speed shifting. 
Bel-Ray Chain Lube is 
sprayed on. It penetrates 
into Roger’s chain to coat 
pins and prevent slacking 
caused by hard racing wear. 
Roger’s Suzuki must also 
handle—front forks are 
filled with Bel-Ray Fork 
Oil and the rear shocks with 
Bel-Ray Shock Oil. Both 
Oils are formulated for 
stable performance with- 
out foaming. 
His control cables are lubed 
with Bel-Ray 6-in-1. Bel- 
Ray Grease is used for wheel bearings 
and swingarm. 
All of these products are at your 
local dealer. Bel-Ray makes ex- 
actly the same Total Perfor- 
mance Racing Lubricants 
for you. DeCoster's a win- 
ner with Bel-Ray 
YOU CAN BE TOO! 


Made BY motorcycle 
people, FOR motorcycle 
riders and sold BY motor- 
cycle dealers. 


Bel-Ray 


Company Inc. 

Termalene Division 

P.O. Box 526, Dept. DB 
Farmingdale, N.J. 07727 
(201) 938-2421 

(Western office) 

P.O. Box 1520, Dept. DB 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
(714) 522-0581 


TOTAL PERFORMANCE 
RACING LUBRICANTS 


or gasket sealer and use it anyway. 
Of course, next time you have to 
remove it with a knife. 

Parts of the motorcycle are not the 
only matter affected by the new laws 
of mechanics. Tools suffer greatly. 
Any number of things can happen to 
your tools — and most probably 
will. 

Tools transmigrate as well as 
transform. Wrenches phase in and 
out of reality; sometimes they 
disappear totally and reappear in 
new places. Sometimes they simply 
become other sizes. Lots of things 
happen to tools. First of all, no 
matter how many you have, 95 
percent of them will wind up on the 
floor. You can keep on trying to put 
them back in the box, but it won’t 
help. But even knowing that will not 
prevent you from looking for a 
wrench in the toolbox first, then 
looking on the floor, then back in the 
toolbox again where it was all along, 
just invisible the last time. 

One thing I have discovered 
which may help you is that there are 
two places to look for a tool which 
seems to have disappeared forever. 
One is on the saddle of the bike 
being operated upon. The other 
place is your back pocket. Try that 
next time, and whatever you do, do 
not go into the house to answer or 
make a phone call. All the tools you 
were using at the time will stay on 
the kitchen table until tomorrow 
morning while you keep trying to 
use adjustables all night. 

Size changes are about the most 
frustrating phenomena you can 
encounter. Late in the fixing process 
you'll look at a bolt, judge it to be a 
15, look everywhere for the 15mm 
socket, find it, stick it on the bolt 
and find out it's too big, then go get 
a 14 and find out that's too small. An 
eternity later you'll find the 15 again 
— not where you left it, of course — 
and this time it fits. You can explain 
all that by saying that your cali- 
brated eyeball fell out of adjustment, 
that the bolt was really a 14mm all 
the time, that the first 15mm socket 
you found was actually a 13, that 
the second 15mm socket was really a 
15, and that the last 15mm socket 
was in reality a 14. That's a rather 
complicated explanation. It's much 
more elegant to accept the fact that 
socket sizes — or bolt sizes — 
change. 

Besides reality translating and 
tools transmigrating, certain parts of 
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a 
PIECES 


by 
LEN WEED 


KJ got his first finisher's pin at the 
Soboba Grand Prix last February. 
KJ? You know, Kookie's son. The 
April issue. It was KJ's first appear- 
ance in competition and he alter- 
nated with his dad. KJ fell on a 
downhill on the first loop he rode 
but "cleaned" the second lap. All in 
all, a satisfactory debut, according 
to John McCown. 


Cis 
Á Pa A a 

Don't tell Chet I told you, but the 
Hindenburg 400 is a big bore. 

My name is George Wegner. I’m a 
freaked-out CZ motocross racer, 
airship observer and Editor of DIRT 
BLIMP Magazine. I have a reputa- 
tion for being perspicacious. 

I came away from riding the 
Hindenburg saying things like 
humongous, gargantuan, brawny 
beef blazer and Falta was screwed. 

The 400 Hindenburg is the 
heaviest bike I’ve ever had to help 
lift off of anyone. If it were my 
money ( and I didn't take a dime for 
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doing this ad — just two bikes, a 
heater and some van paneling), I'd 
buy a blimp. The Hindenburg is the 
biggest bore on the road. 

‘Td buy a blimp.” Someday you'll 
Lakehurst 


meet your on a 
Hindenburg. 
* * * * 


Know which desert club is the 
second oldest in District 37? Right, 
the Antelope Ramblers. Know who 
their President is? Right, the ol’ 
cantaloupe rancher himself, Don 
Phillipson. Don's back on the DB 
masthead once more. Who can ever 
forget: "Life is but a purple antelope 
on a field of tuna fish so never whizz 
into the wind on a dark night."? 


* * * * 


Before the letters start pouring in 
asking what the SMK on the back of 
Gunnar's jersey means, we're going 
to tell you. Swedish Meatball King. 


* * * * 


Harkening back to a blurb in the 
April B & P about an American Pro 
boot discount for recession victims. 
It ain't necessarily so. In fact, it isn't 
so at all. American Pro will not 
honor the discount. They called us. 
When we called back nobody seemed 
to recognize the name of the person 
who had called us. We did speak to 
Dave Hanssen who told us that 
Brian Littler had never been a 
salaried employee of the company. 

Dan Levine was one of our 
readers who responded to the blurb. 
He sent us a copy of the letter Mr. 
Hanssen wrote him declining to 

Continued on page 16 


YOU CAN OWN 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 


CYCLE PARTS CATALOG 


E 


230 PAGES!! 


Here it is . . . the most complete 
selection available anywhere! Lit- 
erally a department store of motor- 
cycle accessories at your fingertips. 
No need to shop several companies. 
C/P/U has it all. Over $200,000.00 
inventory. You get same day service 
while saving $$$. Contains over 
10,000 items. Fully illustrated. $3.00 
price includes postage and decal. 


CYCLE PARTS UNLIMITED, INC. 


1426 EAST DOUGLAS 
WICHITA, KANSAS 67214 


DB 
OK, C/P/U: 
Here's my three bucks. Send me your 


"World's Largest Catalog. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


LlIl----—————————- 
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TRICK DISTRIBUTING COIVIPANY 


SHOCKS WINDSOR 
KONIS — $59.00 (pair) w/springs $67.00 PLASTIC TAN KS 


BOGE — $47.00 (pair) w/springs $55.00 Unconditionally Guaranteed $31.95 
KONI GP — Shocks set-up w/ 125 & 250 ELSINOR REPLICAS 
: (THESE FIT HODAKA, KAWASAKI & 
aluminum bodies, springs 


SOME YAMAHAS) 
sneha $115.00 35 GALLONS SKINNY/FAT TANKS 
BOGE — Set-up w/aluminum 


Choice of Preston Petty Colors. 
bodies, springs and fluid $93.00 


Red, White, Silver, Yellow, Blue, Kawa- 
saki Green, Black, Light Orange, Orange 
and Natural. 

PACKAGE PRICE $36.95 


Includes Mounting Kit, Vented Plastic Gas Cap & Tank 
Extra Petcocks — $1.49 Ea. 


Specify make, year, CC and body weight 
when ordering shocks. 


BOOTS & TIRES 


MIKUNI CARBS 


LEATHERS ante 
INCLUDE 
TUBES SPIGOT MOUNTED CARBS 
NORSTAR BOOTS $64.95 Cheng Shin VM 26 $31.00 
" ISDT'S 
wmm sue Ro LES. wis mem 
28.95 VM 3 35.00 
LEATHERS $74.95 3 yo 
350/400x18 VM32 $37.00 
SPECIAL $27.95 VM34 $42.00 
BOOTS & LEATHERS AO ef B VM SB. AUD 
$135.00 $34.95 VM38 $47.00 
Metzeler : 
Boots should be ordered % size 400x18 VM 40 $62.00 


$38.95 


450x18 
$44.95 


300x21 
$36.95 


VM 44 $68.00 


(Flange Mount — 
Bolt on — $1.00 Less) 


larger than shoe size. Leathers 
are custom made. Specify waist 
and in-seam measurements, color 
and whether you want knee cups. 


BRONZE SWING ARM BUSHINGS 


HONDA-CR-125,250 $12.50 
YAMAHA-all except 125 $12.50 
SUZUKI-185 & late 400 $12.50 


BASSANI 
EXPANSION CHAMBERS 


BULTACO PURSANG ('69 — '71) D $52.00 
CZ 250 (LATE '71— ‘73) D $48.00 


HODAI A 90/100 AND SUPER RAT D — $48.00 

HODAKA 90/ $48. 

ds | O5 IMPORTANT! 

HONDA XR7S D $35.00 = ENCLOSE CHECK 
Boca AB DO oe OR MONEY ORDER FOR FULL AMOUNT. CALI- 
HUSKY 250 5 SPEED M 262.00 FORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX. E 
HUSKY 450 5 SPEED $62.0 

KAWASAKI F-8 (250) U $55.00 SEES. rra THAN $100 WILL BE SHIPPED 
KAWASAKI F.9/-9 4359) SQ v $60.00 .O.D. 

KAWASAKI F-11 (250) S U $860.00 

SUZUKI TS 125 D $48.00 NAME 

SUZUKI TM 125 D $58.00 = 
SUZUKI TM 400 D $62.00 SEE ERR eee 
YAMAHA 125 ATI-AT3 SQ (THRU 1973) U $50.00 BITV 

YAMAHA 125 ATIM-AT3M (THRU 1973) U 352.00 

YAMAHA 175 CT1-CT3 SQ (THRU 1973) U $50.00 STATE ZIP 

vor pego QU MN IMG 
YAMAHA 360 RTI-RT3(THRU 1973) U $58.00 MAKE OF BIKE. — MODEL CC'S — 
VAMAHA 360 RM, (438 MODEL) Ù $62.00 MAILTO: | TRICE DOT aI GINS eo. 

YAMAHA DT 400 B (1975ONLY) $64.95 2042 N. BUSH ST., SANTA ANA CA 92706 
HODAKA SUPER COMB D $58.00 BE SURE TO ENCLOSE ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION 
MAICO 250 RADIAL. D $62.00 


ASK 
THE 


EXPERT 
by 


PRESTON PETTY 


A FOR CONTENT, 
B FOR ENGLISH 

I was reading your article in the 
February, 1975, issue, and I felt the 
content was good. But the way it 
was arranged left something to be 
desired. 

I might not be qualified to 
constructively criticize you, but 
maybe Chet Heyberger can. Notice 
Heyberger’s paragraphs are much 
shorter and he varies the lengths of 
the paragraphs. Whereas you only 
have one paragraph in the entire 
article. 

Big deal, you say. Well, read 
Heyberger’s article, and then read 
yours. HAVE YOU READ IT YET? 
ILL WAIT ... OK. Now, whose 
article kept your interest more? My 
writing skills aren't so hot, but 
millions of people don't read my 
articles. It would be neat to keep 
those people even more interested in 
your writing. 

$o, why not ask Heyberger for 
some tips? 

Now is that good enough for a free 
DB subscription??? 

Doug Raney 
Portland, Oregon 


Thank you for your constructive 
criticism — I agree wholeheartedly! 

I am primarily a “doer” who has 
little time to write about it. Chet isa 
writer and that takes much time 
away from being a "doer." My sole 
purpose in the column or articles is 
to try to pass on a few of my 
experiences in the "doing" portion of 
my work. I do clutter them up with 
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sentences (and thoughts) that tend to 
cause the reader to lose interest 
sooner. Most of the time I use a tape 
recorder for verbally expressing my 
reaction to a reader's letter. No 
doubt my “long-winded” verbal 
explanations are even less effective 
when transcribed into writing. In 
the future I will try to organize the 
material for better written pre- 
sentation. Perhaps then I could also 
ask Chet to give them a quick 
eyeball and add continuity and 
interest to the topic. 

Hang in there — things have got 
to get better. 

P.S. Since you are not far away, 
how about a part-time job doing the 
editing? 


1974 HONDAVARNA? 

I am thinking about building up a 
CR250 Honda with a U.S. Sports 
aluminum swingarm, Bilsteins — 
forward-mounted, of course, 
G.E.M. reed, and a DG radial 
head. I also plan to clean up the 
ports. I have a chance to buy a ’74 
Elsinore for about $1000 and I figure 
I can make the mods for about $325 
plus labor for welding. My question 
is: Do you think a Honda with these 
mods can equal the performance of 
the new Husky 250 GP? I value your 
opinion about my question and any 
help will be greatly appreciated. 

Craig Richmond 
Berea, Ohio 


Sounds good. DO IT! DO IT! 
Retard the timing about 0.3mm 
with the DG head. Fuel burns faster 


Buy Casler 


and enjoy 


the difference 


Send us 50¢ and we'll send you information on 

all our products with decals, of course. Write 

to Casler Performance Products, 1031 West Brooks 
Street, Ontario, California 91762. 


GENUINE 


[emer BLACK SHADOW 175 


un 


PIC BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CA. 90015, (213) 386-6822 


PANTHER'S ride and 
handling are perfect for 
cow trailing and traveling 
about town. 
Oil-injected 5-speed 175cc 
It’s great to go on a 
Panther! 
PANTHER MOTORCYCLE DIV. 
- KAWASHO INTERNATIONAL 


THE FINEST IN M-X & 
ENDURO ACCESSORIES 


Hi-Point offers you the finest in dirt accessories from its 
famous boots to its unique folding shift levers, M-X and En- 
duro equipment. Also the finest in Competition Oils and 
Lubricants. Insist on genuine Hi-Point at your favorite dirt 


shop. 


G. P. FILTERS 


The competition filter that 
won every G.P. for the last 3 


Filters are now available for all 
popular competition bikes. New 
Genuine Twin Air G.P. Filter 
Fluid is also required to give you 
the protection the champions 
use. Insist on Genuine Twin Air 
G.P. Filters and G. P. Filter Oil. 


HI-POINT MX & 
ENDURO BOOTS 


The finest 
competition boots on 


the market. Ex- 


clusive Steel Shin 
Plate, Quick Fasten 
Buckles, and the 
finest in Leather and 
construction. Sizes 5 
thru 13 with smooth 
or cleated soles. In- 


The Champions’ 


A Choice. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


IIIINISHOCKING!!!!! 


GAS GIRLING 
REIT 


The shock that won the world M-X cham- 
pionship. All sizes available, with or 
without Chrome Silicon Springs. 


GAS MARZZOCHI lu, 


The rebuildable Gas Shocks. All popular 
sizes. The European. rage!!! Also famous 
Marzzochi competition forks. 


SHOCK SPRINGS 
A full line of Chrome Silicon Shock 
Springs in 65, 80, 95, 110, 125 and 140 Ib. 
weights. 9-1/4” and 10-11/16” lengths. The 
best competition spring available!!!! 


FINESTLINE 
OF 
COMPETITION 


The competition oil 
that powered the U.S. 
Trophy and Vase 
Teams at the ISDT. 
Used by the top 
National Enduro 
riders. Check out the 
full line of fine Hi- 
Point Competition 
Oils and Lubricants. 


....56 page Hi-Point Competition i 
Catalog. Enclose 50¢ for postage and 
handling to: Hi-Point, 3709 W. Erie Ave., 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 


l 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| Name 
Address 
L City State Zip 


Distributed by Hi-Point Accessories 

EAST: 3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44053 
CENTRAL: P. O. Box 2327, Amarillo, Texas 79106 
WEST: P. O. Box 26182, Sacramento, Calif. 95827 


with a higher compression ratio. 


SELECTING A BIKE 
I am selecting a new motorcycle 

for my enjoyment and am having a 
little problem. I am 5’2”, weigh 120 
pounds, and am 15 years of age. I 
have ridden many different bikes 
from Hondas to Rickmans, from 70s 
to 125s. I have an eye on a Honda 
125 Elsinore (this bike I feel I would 
not outgrow in a week). If I do get 
this bike I am planning to put on a 
lighting kit, a side pipe and a skid 
plate. A lot of people say this is too 
much bike, and a lot say it is not. 
Some say it will pig out on the trails 
(we also have fields and a few minor 
MX tracks). Some also say with the 
proper jetting it will be OK. I would 
like your opinion on this bike; if it is 
not good, I would like a suggestion! 

Tony Rossitto 

(No address given) 


The CR125 is NOT usable for 
trials or slow-type riding (tight 
woods, etc.)) MX and WFO are 
what it was built for. If you want a 
machine comparable in power to the 
CR125 but with a somewhat wider 
powerband, try a KX125. 


FLATTRACKING IN BAJA 
I read your article in DIRT BIKE 
on setting up the 125 Elsinore for the 
Baja 500 and you said No. six 
“provided the needed gains through- 
out the rpm range.” Because of the 
high horsepower reading over a 
wide range, would my 125 Elsinore 
be a competitive bike on a quarter- 
mile flattrack if it was set up the 
same way? If not, what changes 
would you suggest? 
Jim Veenstra 
Emmett, Idaho 


Yeah, that would be a reasonable 
powerband, but for quarter-mile 
you should be able to get by with a 
higher hp combination and narrower 
powerband. You will probably need 
to shift once on each straightaway 
(that loses a fraction of a second). 
Fractions of a second make the 
difference in flattrack. Let your stop- 
watch be the guide. 


SCHEDULED TEARDOWNS 

I own a 1974 Honda CR125 
Elsinore. I race the bike as much as I 
can and never trail ride it. I keep the 
bike in fantastic condition. I tear it 
down after every race and keep it 


Continued on page 81 
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JEFF THOMPSON 
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THE MOTORCYCLE MONEY CRISIS 


“Hole Shot” is by Jeff Thompson 
this month, and he attempts to 
explain economics. Contributions for 
this feature are invited, especially 
from riding females ‘cause we're 
interested in knowing what you 
think. 


Remember the height of anti-war 
activism? There was a poster that 
had on it two pictures of the same 
Vietnamese and under one picture it 
said "Good Vietnamese" and under 
the same picture on the other side it 
said "Bad Vietnamese." Clever, 
huh? Maybe, but Ive uncovered 
something a hundred times more 
insidious. Envision this. A poster 
with pictures of two one-dollar bills 
side by side. Under one the words 
"Regular Money" and under the 
other, the words "Motorcycle 
Money." 

What is motorcycle money? Say 
you never heard of it? Then ask 
yourself these questions. Why is it 
you'll just go out sometimes and buy 
crazy things, things you couldn't 
possibly need but something inside 
you said "BUY IT." Why do you 
have to have a new bike when your 
old one is only nine months old, 
you're in hock up to your goggles 
and you're wearing them on top of 
your helmet. Why? Motorcycle 
money. 

Does this sound familiar? I, who 
have not in the last five years bought 
a shirt, any pants, shoes and surely 
not a decent meal have bought, in 
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that same period, 12 motorcycles 
(some of which I still own), two 
pairs of motocross pants, three 
helmets, three pairs of motocross 
boots, an infinite number of spark 
plugs, a thousand cans of chain lube 
(all different), hundreds of pairs of 
motocross gloves, handlebars, tires, 
chains, sprockets, pistons, rings, 
levers and an essential titanium 
kickstart lever. Include two vans, a 
million gallons of gas, tape decks, 
tapes, tires and tools. What's the 
inside of your garage look like? 

Consider. I've been out of college 
three years, had a steady job two 
and a half, have $22.76 in my 
savings account, owe the bank $500 
on my latest van, and am currently 
unemployed. 

What caused this insane spending 
spree, you ask? Couldn't I control 
myself? Do I have to have someone 
hold my hand all the time, even to 
the bathroom? No, it's that there are 
truly, circulating in the guise of legal 
tender, pieces of paper that bear the 
name Motorcycle Money. There are 
in your wallet at this very moment 
bills of this nature that are even now 
exerting their evil influence upon 
you. Think you can whip out all 
your cash and make two piles, one of 
regular loot, and the other of bike 
money? Nope, bike money and 
regular cash are indistinguishable to 
the point that a mere Vietnamese is 
not even in the running. 

No, bike money is a direct relative 
of the mysterious and unexplainable 


Dynos tell the truth. Our popular Yamaha 
expansion chamber was tested against 
the stock system and chambers from 
two other manufacturers, Torque and 
Bassani.* The results: at peak 
horsepower Hooker produced 24.77 
horsepower; Torque 21.82; Bassani 
21.88 and stock 20.21. Seat of the 
pants testing is an important part of our 
design procedure. But when it comes 
right down to it, dynos tell it like it is! 


¥ Testing was run at Hooker's California facility, 
February 18, 19, 20 on a Stuska dynomometer by 
Product Development Engineer, Dick Lytell. A 1974 
Yamaha DT250A Enduro was tested with off-the- 

shelf tuners from Hooker # 26290, Bassani 
#DT250AB, Torque # 2458 and Yamaha stock. Copies 
of this comparison are available from Hooker Headers, 

1032 West Brooks St. Ontario, California 91762. 


oHEADERS 
11 


Become A 


MOTORCYCLE 
^ MECHANIC 


Approved for the Training of Veterans 


Trained Mechanics Needed by 
Major Dealerships 
Professional Training On All Major Cycles 


e Carburetion e Electrics e Transmissions 
e Engines (2-Strokes—4-Strokes— Rotary) 


m...FEATURES 
e Eligible Institution Under the Guaranteed 
Student Loan Program 
e Licensed by State Departments of Education 
e Approved for the Training of Veterans 
Train Now, Make Monthly Payments After Graduation 


GRADUATES PRESENTLY 
WORKING AS MECHANICS 
SHOP OWNERS — DEALERS 


For Free Color Catalog and Enrollment Information 


Call 1-800-821-2260 


Mo. Residents Call Collect (816) 421-3901 


-—————— emm Clip and Mail Today e = m m m m m m m m 
l 


STANDARD TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
2628 McGee Trafficway Kansas City, Mo. 64108 
Department SMC75 


NAME ee Lo AGE 
ADDRESSE ———.— 


OTY STATE - 
PHONEAC( ) a Em | a ee 
Ely VEG; O MECHANIC O DEALER 


ANNOUNCING THE FOG EATER 
PACE FACE E 


and the end of 
fogged-up vision! 


The first shield with SEX APPEAL is here! 
Stylish. Super comfortable. Flips without 
bars, slides or junk attachments. Leather 


grained peak foils the sun. 


And you're safe from fogging problems. 
FOG EATER'S permanent Hydron? always 
gives you fog-free vision. In clear, yellow 


or smoke at your dealer's with 
other popular FOG EATER 
shields and goggles. 


EGG 
EATER: 


“Clearly the way to go” 


National Hydron Inc. 
1633 Rothsville Rd. 
Rothsville, Pa. 17573 
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catalyst. Remember catalysts? A 
catalyst is an essential part of certain 
chemical reactions. You mix all sorts 
of chemicals together plus the 
catalyst and when the reaction is 
over you have a new substance, but 
the catalyst is stil there too, 
untouched, the same composition, 
the exact amount. But take the 
catalyst away and the reaction won't 
work. Why? No one knows. Really. 
And that's what motorcycle money is 
— a catalyst. Where do you think 
that overwhelming urge to spend 
comes from? I'll bet you still believe 
in the Easter Bunny, too. Put 
motorcycle money in a biker's pocket 
and his urge to spend it will put the 
Pentagon to shame, which leads me 
to believe, by the way, that there is 
such a thing as Military Money 
which will cause a Military person to 
spend insanely on anything, which is 
too bad for taxpayers. 

The reaction starts with the bike 
money finding its way into the 
unsuspecting bikers wallet. The 
regular cash just sits there, but the 
bike money makes itself felt quicker 
than bad chili. It’s Saturday after- 
noon and although you've got better 


things to do you find yourself 
Continued on page 93 


&Hydron is a 


National Patent 
Development Corporation 


Nu : > 
registered T a 


STEVE'S 
BULTACO 


Specializing in Bultaco only 
since 1967. 

ALL NEW 
‘75 models in stock and ready 
for delivery, local and out of 
state. Complete line of MX, 
Trials, Desert and T.T. equip- 


ment. Also carrying a com- 
plete line of Sammy Miller 
equipment. Large stock of 
Bultaco parts new and used. 
Complete machine shop and 
mail order service to any- 
where. Send 75€ for Catalog. 
Open late on Monday and. 
Friday nights. 

STEVE’S BULTACO 

7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 

Van Nuys, CA 91405 
(213) 780-6300 (213) 994-7468 

SALES PARTS 


Ask your dealer 
to get you the 
FOG EATER 500 SPACE FACE 
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g than our great 


- FUEL TANK 
m SEALANT 


- We go from A to Z 


E From our ala mode 


belts of gleaming 
g chrome with optional 
Bl Maltese Cross buckle 
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Bi colossal new catalog 
E for only $2.00 


! PRO-TECH 
E Cycle Products M 


E 
B 924 W. Williamson Ave. 8 


Fullerton, Ca. 92632 B 


E 
* (714) 525-4796 
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RIDERS WRITE 


BIAS COMPLAINTS 
How come you guys can’t admit 

that finally European scoots are no 
longer superior to Japanese models? I 
know sure as hell that you guys are 
going to give me a smart answer, but 
before you start running your 
mouths, think about it. Penton, Bul, 
DKW, Rickman and Maico and a 
horde of other European scoot 
manufacturers don’t do a damn 
thing but make the seat, frame, gas 
tank, footpegs or other small items. 
Most of them buy Betors or Cherries 
up front and Girlings, Telescos or 
Konis for the rear. The real Japanese 
manufacturers make the frame, 
shocks, forks, engine and the whole 
nine yards. If the Japanese felt like 
putting this accessory stuff on their 
own bikes, they could be just as nice 
as European bikes. They could also 
charge as much. So slack off. Think 
about the facts. 

(Name withheld) 

Riverside, California 


We think you’re a little confused. 
You say European bikes are no 
longer superior. You also say that 
Japanese manufacturers could buy 
European suspension components 
and then their bikes would be just as 
nice. You can't have both. 

Now think a little further. All 
Japanese bikes except Hondas use 
Mikuni carbs. Most Japanese bikes 
use D.I.D. chain and rims. Tail- 
lights, headlights, turn signals and 
lenses frequently come from the 
same place. Mitsubishi makes elec- 
trics for almost all of them. Plugs, 
no matter what brand the. bike is, 
are either ND or NGK. Kyoba makes 
forks and shocks and the bike 
manufacturers buy from them. 
Obviously the Japanese factories are 
doing exactly what the manu- 
facturers in America and in Europe 
are doing — buying the best 
components available. 

On the other hand, your state- 
ments are a bit misleading. Maico, 
for instance, makes all you said and 


The only guide 
to observed 
tria Is Motorcycle expert Robin 


Perry, author of The Woods Rider and 
The Road Rider, tells you everything 
you need to know to buy, equip, and 
ride your bike in cycling’s choicest 
competition, observed trials. Illustrated 
with more than 200 superb action and 
equipment photos. 
Cloth $5.95, paper $3.95; now at your book- 
store, or send check or money order to 
I tae ed 

ark Ave. South, X; 
New York, N.Y. 10016 own 


P Met vL. 


KON DP S 
ALUMINUM, 
IND = 
SHOCKS 


the industry standg 


Large diameter alum- 
inum barrel for 
light weight. 


Race-tested finned 
design for maximum 
cooling. 


Hydraulically adjust- 
able internally to 


six positions. 
Accepts std. springs Q 
4 
: ~ - 
Top and bottom > > 
mounting eyes have = : 
push-out bushings.  \ = = 


Space age materials 
engineered to air- 
craft tolerances. 


Write for FREE literature and decal 


BIKONI LIMITED 


150 Green St., Hackensack, N.J. 07601 
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L| QA. DESIGNS COPYRIGHTED TRICRAFTS 197. 
"Our Designs Are Silk-Screened On And Will Not Wash Off. The Shirts 
„Are Made From Heavy Weight Material With 
aA Pocket And A Reinforced Collar. 


COLOR CATALOG 
WITH PURCHASE 
OR SEND 
50€ 


1COLORS AVAILABLE: Yellow Orange, 
1 Gold, Light Blue, Medium Blue,And Beige 


1 SIZES: $(34-36) , M (38-40), L(42-44), XL (46-48) 
1 Please Specify Design, Size And Ist, 2nd And 3rd Color Choices a 


1 Send Check Or Money Order To-The Shirt Stop Dept. 8-6 4 
[| [| 


14936 Prairie Ave. Hawthorne, Galifornia 90090 — ^ 
| WE GUARANTEE COMPLETE SATISFACTION 
(DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED) 


TM 125 8 MAICO B CR125M B CZ E 


One buck will get you 
the best motocross 
catalog ever! 


DEALERS INQUIRIES REQUESTED 


1 Mail coupon and $1.00 to: 1 
ITHE MOTO-X FOX 

1520 McGlincy Lane * Dept. DB 

- Campbell, Calif. 95008 (408) 371-1221 

I Please send complete catalog to: 
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they also build engines and some of 
the best forks in the world. Bultaco 
buys tires, rims, ignitions and shocks; 
a good deal less buy-outs than some 
Japanese factories. KTM is in the 
same place; don't be confused 
because the U.S. import model has a 
Penton decal on the tank. 

And remember that Europe is an 
economic community, just like the 
U.S. is, and just like Japan is. Why 
shouldn't a German factory buy 
Dutch shocks when the distance 
involved is less than from Riverside 
to San Francisco? 

About the most ethnic motorcycle 
we know is the Cooper. Moto Islo 
makes everything — everything, 
including the metal — except ig- 
nitions and tires. Does that make the 
Cooper intrinsically superior to both 
Japanese and European motorcycles? 

Back to the basic accusation: the 
bias doesn’t exist. We test motor- 
cycles. Not countries. 


TEST CASES 

Dear Durk Bike: After reading 
your last two issues, I’ve come to the 
conclusion you haven't changed 
since the last issue I read back in 
1972 when you said the Kawasaki 
250 Greenstreak was the best MX 
bike to ever come out of Japan. 

In March "775 you “tested” the 
Yamaha DT400B. Why don’t you 
compare the DT400B with a Honda 
CR125; it would be just as objective. 

Comparing the DT400B with a 
Polish ISDT machine is like com- 
paring apples with bananas. 

Does anyone on your staff own a 
Yamaha? If so, does the rest of your 
staff associate with him? 

Hugh Jones 
Freeville, New York 


One, we didn’t compare the 
DT400B to a Polish ISDT bike. Two, 
we did test it as a playbike since all 
bikes are playbikes unless you're a 
professional rider. And yes, there's a 
175 Yamaha lurking in a garage 
around here, as well as six Hondas, a 
Kawasaki, a CZ and a Bultaco. 


POLISH STICKIE FREAK 
I live in Poland and collect labels 

and stickers of foreign firms. I would 
be very pleased if anyone would 
send me some. 

Krysztof Pamuta 

90-644 Lootz 

Zeligowskiego 40m10 
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SUPER COLOR T-SHIRTS . . . $5.00 ea. i 
with high crew neck band and breast Bj 
pocket - 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 
Colors: Tan -Yellow - Light Blue - Gold | 
Give 2nd and 3rd color choices. 

WHITE T-SHIRTS... e. $2.95 ea. | 
WHITE SWEATSHIRTS... . $4.50 ea. 
Sizes 8-10-12-14-16 Adults S-M-L-XL 
Design on both sides add... . $1.00 | 


RATTY RAG NEWSPAPER LOADED 
FREEN DESIGNS, ARTICLES AND 
PICTURES OF CHOPPER BIKE 


WINNERS. SEND 25C PP - HDLG 
ORDER FROM STORE NEAREST YO 


RAT'S HOLE DAYTONABCH. PLA: 


OR 3025 LAS VEGAS DB BLVD. SO. 
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LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89109 
Orders Under $10.00 Add 50c For Postage 
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Biting The Ground 
Super Digger 901" 


Super Digger 901 is a new knobby tire 
from YOKOHAMA, one of the world 
leading MX-tire manufacturers. 

It has been designed to be just the 
right tire for your high performance MX 
machine. Because of its deep-cleated 
knobs and a low profile body, it is 
superior in mud and sand as well as 
cornering and uphill traction. Super 
Digger 901 tire not only bites the ground, 
but also gives you the real pleasure of 
dynamic driving. 


* SUPER DIGGER 901 
AVAILABLE 410-18 425-18 460-18 475-18 
* ALSO AVAILABLE SUPER DIGGER 900 
AVAILABLE 300-19 275-21 300-21 


Approved by the American 
Motorcycle Association 


THE YOKOHAMA RUBBER CO LTD C.P.0. Box: 1842. TOKYO. 100-91. JAPAN Telex: YOKORUCO J24673 
" * Cable Address: YOKORUCO" TOKYO Telephone: Tokyo 432-7111 
YOKOH A M LOS ANGELES REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 1530 Church Road Montebello Calif. ar Telephone: (213) 723-9691 
DISTHIBUTORS: 3 
ACCESSORY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. ANDERSON-KITTELSON DISTRIBUTORS, INC. HAP JONES DISTRIBUTING COMPANY HAWAII CYCLE SUPPLY, INC. 


175, FAIR ST.. PALISADES PARK. N.J. 07650 9120 GRAND AVE. SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS. MINN 55420 2 CLINTON PARK. SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 94119 973. COOKE ST.. HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 


K.K. MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY NICHOLS MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY INC. RACERS WAREHOUSE, INC. SELF CYCLE & MARINE DISTRIBUTORS 
431 EAST 3RD ST. DAYTON. OHIO 45402 4135 WEST. 126TH ST. CHICAGO (ALSIP). ILL 60658 5505 ENTERPRISE BLVD. TOLEDO. OHIO 43612 516 JEFFERSON BLVD.. TARRANT. ALA. 35217 
SUDCO SOUTH INC. SUDCO INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION WHEELSPORT DISTRIBUTING CO. NICAN TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 


1376 SALFORD DRIVE. HOUSTON. TEX. 77008 1824 E. 22ND ST. LOS ANGELES. CALIF. 90058 2053 N. W. UPSHUR PORTLAND. OREG. 97209 1010, MAINLAND ST.. VANCOUVER 3. B.C.. CANADA 
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„odometer and, resettable trip counter 
which reads in tenths, settable. for- - 
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‘Biker: Tach & SE 
“For road riding, VDO -has the Bike 
‘models — tachometer & speedometer. . 
. Both are 2% " diameter, chrome plated jo 
.for a truly custom: look. .The Biker. 
‚Speedo with odometer reads to 160; 7 
mph, the-Tach to :12,000- rpm. Bold... 
“beautiful and lighted, install ‚them ins: 


Se > dividually or as a upay 
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Calibrated and packaged 
by cycle brand and model. 
Custom fit cables available 
for easy hook-up to factory 
hubs. 


Get them at your favorite cycle dealer now — or send 


one dollar 


VDO. 


First in Quality 
.. Worldwide 


MIC) 


WORLD SPACE CENTER 


)PTIONAL DISNE 

TWO WEEK SESSIONS STARTING 

JUNE 8 JULY 6 A 5 T 
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Sire TRAINING 


SEND THIS COUPON FOR FREE BROCHURE NOW! 


World famous VDO brings you custom cycle instrumen- 
tation that sets a whole new dimension in looks and 
performance. The Biker instruments are ideal for early 
custom modifications to your cycle. And what a great 
pair of instruments for cafe racers and chopper builders. 
For off-road performance, the ruggedly built VDO En- 
duro Speedometer has demand features that measure 
up to your most challenging riding needs. 

VDO instruments have a strong warranty. Further, each 
VDO instrument can be re-calibrated by any of our 48 
authorized service centers should you want to retain 
them for your next bike. Get it all together now with 
these precision instruments from Germany... 


VDO. 


for catalog. 


VDO INSTRUMENTS 
Cycle Division, 116 Victor, Detroit, Mi. 48203 
or 6109 Lankershim Blvd., N. Hollywood, CA 91606 


SAFETY 


CAMP 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
PO BOX 2628. DAYTONA BEACH. FLORIDA 32015 
Phone TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645 
Florida Residents CALL COLLECT 1-904-255-0295 

75-7-20 


City: State: Zip: 
Phone: Age: 


BITS & PIECES 

Continued from page 7 

allow the discount. Quoting from 
the letter: “Brian Littler is no longer 
employed by us. We primarily are a 
dealer direct company . . . I regret 
that we can’t honor this for you.” 

Reader Levine was also dis- 
appointed and felt that the company 
should stand behind any statement 
made by one of their representatives. 
We'd have to agree. 

We called Brian Littler to get his 
side of the story. Littler told us he 
owns 50 percent of American Pro 
and the ownership is currently in the 
courts. (Checking back with 
Hanssen: he told us he owns 100 
percent.) Littler told us that he will 
honor the 30-percent unemployment 
discount on leathers and jerseys and 
later for his new brand of boots 
when they become available. Send 
him a Xeroxed document proving 
you (or your Dad if you're not of 
breadwinner age yet) are a recession 
victim. Write to Brian at Trim 
Leathers, P.O. Box 43, Auburn, 
New Hampshire 03032. He told us 
he will write back with the address 
of a local dealer who will honor the 
discount or, if all else fails, sell them 
directly. Brian also told us that his 
25-percent discount for members of 
high school racing associations still 
applies, but not for those also 
requesting the layoff discount. 

So there you are. We really don't 
know what's going on back there in 
New Hampshire other than Ameri- 
can Pro says they won't discount and 
Trim says they will. Drop us a line if 
it doesn't work out that way. 


* * * * 


About that Crash and Burn photo 
in the March issue. The fellow on the 
bottom in the white Star is Mike's 
brother Doug. Hannon, that is. 


* * * * 


P.U.R.R. is presenting the second 
annual Powderpuff Nationals on 
July 5-6 at Carlsbad. Nancy, Janene, 
Lorie and Trudy will be there to 
defend their Motocross and Grand 
Prix titles. For more info and entry 
forms drop a line to P.U.R.R., P.O. 
Box 7804, Van Nuys, California 
91409; (213) 783-4149. Kasey Rogers 
told us it looks good for the top ten 
or so girls to ride an exhibition race 
two weeks later in Los Angeles at the 
Super Bowl of Motocross. 


* * * 


Continued on page 18 


Bultaco uses only Telesco Shocks. 
is that why they win so many races? 


P.O. Box 62148 Virginia Beach, Va. 23462 


BELT BUCKLES 


puc QUALITY 


" B Husqvarna Specialists 
HARD 


for 
e (E Husqvarna 
€ Triumph € Montesa 
@ Hodaka e BSA 
Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 
Send $1.00 for postpaid catalog. 
Mission Hills Motorcycles 
8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 

Sepulveda, California 91343 

(213) 785-4289 


ON 

Super Value at $4.95 ea. + 50¢ postage/| 
handling. Antique Brass Color. Leather 
Belt Available — $3.50. Send Check or 
Money Order to: POBANZ SALES CO. 
P.0. Box 3577, Anaheim, CA 92803 
Name 
Address 


City 
)State 


Belt Size( ) 
Color: BIK( )Brn( 


Zip 


Find out more before you make your choice. 


What happens inside, 
when you run a different 
lubricant in each cylinder 
of the same engine... 
Klotz in one side and a 
leading petroleum-base 
product in the other? The 
differences will astound 
you. 
Piston after 1,027 Piston after 1,027 Get "The Klotz Report.” 
miles with Klotz miles with petroleum oil 
Read all about it. See your 
Klotz dealer for a free copy. Or, write us direct. Please include 
25¢ to cover cost of postage and handling and we'll also 
send along our brochure on the whole 
Klotz family of products. But be fore- 
warned, you may never want to run a 
“cheapie” oil again. 
Dealer inquiries are 
welcome. 


ADT POWER TO 60 


Klotz Special Formula Products, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1343 Dept. DB75 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46801 
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BITS & PIECES 
Continued from page 16 

Kevin Stucker in Wichita, Kansas. 
We need your address so we can 
send you some outrageous amount of 
money for having your bench racing 
story printed in the second Crash 
And Burn Special. Seems George’s 
rhino got into our address files and 
ate your letter. Honest. 


Some erroneous information 
was in the Insurance for Dirt 
Bikers article in the May issue. 
The National Motocross Associa- 
tion did not take off with any 
promotional money for the insur- 
ance program, they spent it 
mailing out material about the 
program. They did not take off 
with any membership money 
either. They are still very much 
around. Our conversations with 
Bankers Insurance Services 
Agency led us to believe that 
NMA could not be reached. 

We heard from Ed Bondurant, 
President of the NMA, a 
sanctioning body for competition, 
headquartered in Kansas. He 
gave us his side of the story. Then 
we spoke to Bankers Insurance 
again. The insurance program 
was originally set up for racing 
members of NMA, to be passed on 
to them at cost. Bankers gave 
money to the NMA to mail out 
information about the program to 
their members. They did. Bankers 
received virtually no response and 
decided to offer the program to 
anyone interested in it. There 
were legal considerations about a 
Kansas association soliciting 
insurance business for an 
Oklahoma insurer, and both sides 
sort of let things go. 

So anyway, Bankers is still 
offering the insurance and NMA 
is still very much around in 
Kansas and ]12 other states. 
Matter of fact, they sanction the 
racing at Diamond, mentioned in 
our Where to Go Motocrossing in 
Missouri article in the same issue. 
They mentioned that they would 
be sending P.U.R.R.'s National 
Women's Champion, Nancy 
Payne, to Europe this year. For 
more info about the National 
Motocross Association you can 
write them at P.O. Box 1092, 
Mission, Kansas 66222; (913) 
626-3575. fe] 
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N A RUT? 


Start going around with 


A "BarFly." 


The all new Barfly, aluminum motocross bar, from Genex Tool and Die, Inc. will guide you 
(and your bike) around and out of just about any rut or obstacle you might come across. 
This innovative handlebar, made especially for competition and trail biking, has more 
exclusive features than any bike accessory you've seen in a long while. The Barfly is: 
e The only permanently colored handlebar. Available in natural aluminum color, black, 
metal flake gold, blue, red, and green actually anodized into the aluminum. e The only 
tubular aircraft aluminum bar made of 7075-T6 alloy — the strongest aluminum alloy 
commercially available. e The only super lightweight bar weighing a mere 19 oz. 
or less. e One of the safest. The added strength of the aircraft aluminum 
structure allows the elimination of the cross-brace. e One of the easiest 
riding. The natural flex of the tubular aluminum (like aircraft wings) 
gives a less fatiguing ride. 
Let the Barfly take you out of the ruts. Available in six bends — 4", 
5”, 6", C.Z., Triat¥, and T.T. Large size Barfly insignia decal forwarded 
with each bar. 


= 
| Genex Tool and Die, Inc. 

| 4049 Simon Rd., Youngstown, Ohio 44512 

| Gentlement: Rush me___4” ee ue Morir i nem e DIN I POM WORISIN NET 
| EEEE AEA] it F7] [- stu ad DAT Re Barfly handlebar (s) (915.95 each, for which 
| find my cashiers check or money order in amount of $ 

l (No personal checks please). 

| 

I 


Name 
Street 


SONSECUTI 
ISD 


250 & 175 
Enduro 


oo 


CHECKPOINT 

Continued from page 6 

the bike will transform in accordance 
with Murphy's Law. For example, 
just about the time you wonder if the 
bike's swingarm or axles are seized, 
they will be. 

Or if there is something that must 
be clean, like the filter or an interior 
part, it will fall on the ground. Oil 
drain pans attract parts too; fiber 
washers, nuts, locking washers — 
plop! People who work in bike shops 
know that bigger oil receptacles just 
attract bigger parts; wrenches, 
bushings, whole pistons — gloup! 

There’s even an interesting side- 
light to falling parts that I’ve 
observed many times; they have the 
Ventriloquist Effect. Drop a nut or 
washer and it goes clink, clunk, 
rattle. Naturally you start looking 
where the noise last came from, 
which has absolutely nothing to do 
with where the part is. After a 
half-hour of searching, I usually 
drop another of the same thing from 
the same place and pay more 
attention to the noise. This is a form 
of roulette; the Ventriloquist Effect 
takes over again; now I havé two 
missing parts. Should I find one, it is 
guaranteed that the other will not be 
in the same place. 

Time enters at last; it can’t be left 
out because of the nature of the 
space-time continuum. It affects 
motorcycle maintenance diversely. 
The later in the evening it is, the 
more difficult things become. Parts 
that came off easily will not go back 
on. My tolerance for fudging in- 
creases; close enough becomes the 
highest standard of quality. Missing 
or broken parts increase geo- 
metrically as soon as the last shop 
closes for the weekend. But it is 
absolutely necessary to finish putting 
everything back together that night. 
Because there is one law I’ve come 
up against before that I never want 
to meet again. If you take something 
apart and put it right back together, 
you're OK. A day later and you're in 
trouble. A week later and you're 
doomed. Face it, the degree of 
difficulty involved in motorcycle 
maintenance is directly proportional 
to the amount of time passed since 
disassembly. There's no escape. 

Maybe that's why all those people 
found a correspondence between zen 
and motorcycle maintenance; both 
teach you to accept the inevitability 
of slamming the toolbox drawer shut 
on your freshly scraped knuckles. & 
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"Aes PACE 


WIGS, VACS MAGS, MCS, 


Super SparkPlug Chain] : 
| Start | "2:51 Lube NARC i 


INSTANT STARTING FLUID — MOISTURE AND RUST 
a * Sprays on motorcycles, MOTORCYCLES AND CHAIN 

: Snowmobiles snowmobiles DRIVEN EQUIPMENT CONTROL 

Mies es * Rapid evaporation * Silences = Cleans * Rust Inhibitor 

van n Pbi: «No after-deposit * Penetrates « Clings + Penetrating Oil 
dora * Nonconductive * Lubricates * Lubricant 

otor Boats den distributor points * Extends Life 
Spark plugs, etc. 
cp, t 2 ya j 
M it on forc -— cose ml or fatal it, if uo ed juan Combustible, content 
Lo emEACII UU mann icu. 
UE 27505 NET WT. 4 OZ meme NET WE OZ... EL WI, 3.2 02 


——OÓÀ5À 
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Mac's Pac. 


Mac's Pac for motorcycles. The four handy aerosol 
products you need most. Together in a convenient, 
easy-to-use carry pac that costs less than buying the 
products separately. 


Look for Mac’s Pac for motorcycles at leading 
NAPA outlets and cycle shops. It's a must for every 
motorcycle. 


Mac's, Inc., Ashland, Kentucky, 41101. A Subsidiary of Ashland Oil, Inc. Za. 


No eae | 
should be without 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


E 

So you've been ordering stuff out 
of New Products — or just writing 
for info — and you haven't been 
mentioning DIRT BIKE. Do you 
realize how that makes us feel? Like 
"homemade you-know-what. How do 
you expect all those companies to 
even know we exist? To know that 
only DB has a loyal readership? That 
we're in tune with what's happening? 
Oh never mind. But you better 
mention that you saw it here or we'll 


have Pete Dill draw you through 


Lake Erie with his Aquavarna. 


ow ow 490 N Pes 


S & W RACERS’ SHOCKS 
Brand-new alloy casted bodies 
trimmed for chain clearance. Three 
lengths: 13, 13% and 14% inches; 
all three have 4% inches of travel. 
Super damping. They're built to 
outperform and outlast any gas or oil 
shock available on the market. 

If youre hip on boingers you 
know the name $ & W. Tim Witham 
and Bruce Burness spent months 
developing these Racers' Shocks with 
top professional MX, desert and 
Class C WFOers. 

For further details contact your 
local S & W retailer or call or write 
one of the chief development riders 
at Al Baker Racing and Develop- 
ment, 15174 Raymer St., Van Nuys, 
California 91405; (213) 997-7055. Al 
also sells the Traveller swingarm you 
see in the picture. It's gold, just like 
cheese. It's for the CR250. Used with 
the 14% S & Ws it gives 7V* inches 
of rear end travel. The arm is made 
of 4130 and comes with brass 
swingarm bushings. Guaranteed not 
to flex. $140. Check with your local 
Honda dealer or contact Mr. Baker. 
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TOOTHLESS ZIPPER/ 
HOG WASHER 

Zip chain lube with Super "Z" 
Moly is designed to inhibit corrosion 
and penetrate to the areas where the 
wear is. For best results, use the Zip 
Chain Zipper to get the juice where 
the action is. It's right around $3.49. 

Hogwash is a biodegradable deter- 
gent cleaner that is especially 
formulated to remove oils, grease 
and other hydrocarbon materials 
along with encrusted dirt and 
gungo. Hogwash is very low in 
toxicity and will not harm most 
paints. $1.95. 


KONI GP’S 
Meticulously engineered and 
machined with nine cooling fins 
protruding from the new aluminum 
bodies. As before, they’re internally 
adjustable to six dampening settings 
from full-soft to full-hard. GPs will 


accept standard-diameter springs of 
all popular lengths and ratings, and 
can be preloaded with the use of an 
aluminum spacer. Available in 12, 
12.9 and 13.5-inch lengths. Also a 
13.5-inch model with special valving 
designed for Maico, Penton and 
similar suspensions. You can pick up 
a pair most anywhere for around 
$128 less springs. 


TRIALS HELMET 
Now you can listen to the music 
and ride trials too because of a 
patented new invention called 
punching a hole in something. It’s 
the Dyna-Helmet. A fiberglass shell 


with polystyrene liner, it’s light 
(1.875 pounds) and it meets Z90 and 
D.O.T. safety specifications. De- 
signed for hang glider pilots, it’s 
suitable for running the rapids in a 
kayak, jumping off cliffs or plonking 
over boulders. 

Dyna-Helmets come in four 
metallic colors (red, green, blue or 
silver), in three sizes (Small for 6% 
to 6%, Medium for 6 7/8 to 7 1/8, 
Large for 7% to 7%), with or 
without visor snaps. Visors also 
available. $29.95 plus shipping and 
sales tax for California residents. For 
more info write Dyna-Tops, 5700 
Etiwanda, Suite 201, Tarzana, Cali- 
fornia 91356. 
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IT'S BIODEGRADABLE 

How about a slick lube for your 
injector model? Bel-Ray just busted 
loose with this one. It's formulated 
to give total engine performance 
from low pulling power to high rpm. 
SI-7 is a smokeless lubricant designed 
to burn clean and reduce wear. 
Blends with all synthetic and 
petroleum base oils. Available in 
one-quart plastic bottles at better 
dealers, or contact: Bel-Ray Co. 
Inc., P.O. Box 1520, Farmingdale, 
New Jersey 07727. 


GEARS FOR GOIN' 

These straight-cut primary gears 
fit 73 and '74 Yamaha 360 MXers 
and are designed so that the entire 
omni-balance system can be removed 
while the CDI is retained. Ground 
from solid gear stock (not cast), the 
gear set is supplied with a new 
bronze bearing for the large gear 
and a set of rivets to remount the 
clutch. These gears must be used 
with their special flywheel or a 
spacer to replace the flywheel. The 
flywheel is their hot setup for short 
track, MX and enduro use. It’s 
$19.95. The gears go for $114.95. If 
you're into flattrack, they suggest 
the spacer instead of the flywheel. 
Just $14.95 from CMS Products, 
Inc., 2134 Old Middlefield Way, 
Mountain View, California 94043; 
(415) 961-2446. 
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TAIL OF TWO TAILORS 


When we last tuned in, our hero 
Malcolm Smith was hot on the heels 
of two of the quickest outlaws this 
country has ever seen, Muddy Everts 
and Dusty DeCoster. They had 
made off with theMayor's daughter 
and a whole wagonload of Malcolm's 
supplies. Now, Wild Man Malcolm 
was pretty fond of Lucybelle, but 
there's just one thing Malcolm won't 
sit still for. Cheerios rustlers! 

He followed their trail sun-up to 
sun-down to sun-up, across valleys, 
hills, rivers and chasms. Finally, 
about 50 kilometers over the Mexican 
border, he came to. His trusty 
mount, Husqvar, had done a header 
in the night in the middle of this 
huge field of grass. Husky (pro- 
nounced Hoosky), as she was affec- 
tionately known by Wild Man, was 
lying on her side, chewing on the tall 
stalks of grass and giggling. Before 
long, they were both laughing 
wildly, charging in circles through 
the fields of loco weed. 

Now, Malcolm never did catch up 
to his Cheerios, the desperados or 
Lucybelle. Instead, in that same 
field, he met up with this crazed 


Canadian who was the president of 
the SPCTNBASM (Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Naugas, 
Beef, and All Small Animals). 
Together, they went into the chap 
manufacturing business wherein 
they used, sparingly, the skins from 
Canadian beef, but only in critical 
areas. The remainder of the chaps 
were made of woven hemp. 
They've come a long way since 
then. Now they've come up with a 
set of 'sicle pants using some of their 
same early design characteristics. 
Canadian leather is used where 
traction with your mount is necessary 
or where you might touch the 
ground. Heavy-duty nylon makes 
up the rest of these lightweight, 
durable and attractive MX duds. 
Fully lined and equipped with 
snap-in hip pads and removable 
plastic shin and knee guards. They're 
available in red, white and blue. 
(The white ones are stunning.) Also, 
yellow nylon with black leather, and 
black and white stripes. S,M,L or 
XL. $79.95 from Malcolm Smith 
Racing Products, P.O. Box 1086, 
Riverside, California 92502. 
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A. Riding Jacket, fully lined roughout leather 
riding jacket with contrast stitching and high 
manderin collar. Available in dark brown or navy 
blue. Sizes 36-46, even sizes only. ....... $36.95 


B. Western style jacket roughout suede finish 
leather, fully lined. Super style in natural tan only. 
Sizes 36-46, even sizes only ............ $39.95 


C. Roughout suede finish leather pants. Boxer 
lining, stitched front pockets, one rear snap 
pocket. In natural tan. Pants match jacket B. Even 
waist 28 thru 38 extra long length in all sizes. Easy 
to cut to fit smaller lengths ............ $39.95 


D. Hand tooled antique finish leather belts. 100% 
cowhide. Available only with Japanese names. 
Sizes small (28-32) medium (34-36) large (38-40) 
and extra large (42-44) .............000. $5.95 


E. Stroker leather hat, roughout suede, saddle 
leather visor tooled with Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, 
and Kawasaki. Elastic adjustable band. One size fits 
all. it r cg SU seas apa ae ut BER RE Hero $6.95 


F. Winchester Hat 100% top grain leather. Hand 
sewn and decorated. Brim can be formed to any 
shape. Colors available are antique brown or tan. 
Sizes Sm/M/Eg/SEg neun unte cutie meos me $7.95 


G. Tooled leather visor. Available Honda, Yamaha, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki 


H. Cowhide Grand Prix Style Motocross Glove. 
Soft and pliable cowhide leather. Nylon stitching 
throughout. Double stitching on critical areas. 
Inside sewn, no palm seams to cause blistering. 
Neoprene backing, soft and pliable yet durable. 
Elastic wrist. A durable dirt biker's glove with a 
tailored good look for the street rider. Sizes 
available are Sm/M/Lg/XLg 


|, Leather tool bag. Heavy % inch thick leather. 
Fully riveted to last for years. Can be mounted on 
bike cross bar, down tubes...any place ..... $8.95 


J. Light weight Motocross denims, inside sewn 
padding, zipper leg, built-in belt and buckle, 
colorful two tone racing stripe. Kids waist sizes are 
available in 22-24-26 $16.95 
Mens waist sizes 28-38 
K. Nylon vented racing jersey. Double reinforced 
elbows. All standard bike logos. Available in color 
combinations, red and white, blue & white, green 
& white, gold & white, blue & gold, silver & black, 
and black & gold. Bike logos on front and sleeves. 
SizesiSm/M/Eg/XLg: o sae nractst notes sons euer $9.95 


L. Rider Wear Helmet. Multiple air hand laminated 
fiberglass. Carries all approvels for street or 
professional competition. Available in magum 
silver, white, or competition orange. Size available 
are'Sm/M/Eg/XEg «x ues wes vus ds e de $19.95 


M. Rider Wear Mouth Guard. Comes with snaps 
and fastening Kites s oss indes Prov Ses aya $3.95 


N. Rider Wear Super Motocross Gloves. Soft, 
pliable, cowhide. Heavy neoprene backing, nylon 
stitching, no seams no palm to prevent blistering. 
Great for street use also. Sm/M/Lg/XLg .... $8.95 


Deaier Inquiries invited 
Rider Wear 
P. O. Box 484 
Laredo, Texas 78040 
Area Code (512) 722-5652 


GIFT IDEAS 


FROM 


RIDER WEAR P. O. BOX 484, LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 


F. Size Color. 


G. Name 


Check C] Money Order [| For Total S 
C] A. Size Color C] H. Size 
Cl B. Size Dı. 
Cle. Size C J. Size 
O D. Size Name Ok. Size Color. Name 
LJ E. Name. — LIL. Size Color. 


Name 
Street 
City 
Add S.50 for shipping. 

On orders of S25. or more we pay shipping. 


——————— — —À — — —————————————————————————- 


State Zip 


This column is dedicated to the proposition 
that there are some really swell products floating 
around that we ought to let you know about. We 
give you fancified press releases in New 
Products, but nothing will appear in STUFF that 
the staff and staff consultants haven't used 
themselves. Readers are invited to participate. 
Address your recommendations for product 
evaluations to STUFF Editor at good ol' DIRT 
BIKE, where the phoof goes in before the label 
goes on. 


SLIM OBESE TANKS 
For three weeks back in 1970 Don 
Vesco was the world's fastest motor- 


cyclist. His double-engined (two 
350s) Yamaha clocked over 250 mph 
across the Bonneville Salt Flats. 
Then the late Cal Rayborn upped 
the mark with a Harley-Davidson 
four-stroker double. So Don had to 
go out and buy some new T-shirts 
that said World’s Fastest Two Cycle. 
He grabbed the overall record back 
last fall with a pair of Yamaha 
TZ700 engines. 

Besides zorping across Bonneville 
at over 280 mph (with one bad 
cylinder) and fielding a Class C road 
racing team, Vesco also has a 
motorcycle accessories business. One 
of his products is the Fat Skinny gas 
tank. Schizoid nomenclature? Not 
really. The tank is skinny at the rear 
for slide-em-up and banzai-the- 
corner tactics. Up front it flares out 
to accommodate the rather sub- 
stantial 3.5-gallon capacity for cross- 
country, enduros or non-stop cow- 
trailing. The Slim Obeses have been 
on the winning bikes for the Mint 
400, Baja 500, Baja 1000 and the 
Barstow to Vegas. 

There are seven different models 
in 3.5 to 3.75-gallon capacities. 
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Vesco also offers two motocross 
tanks, 1.7 and 2.2 gallons. 

The Fat Skinny is very sturdy. It 
weighs about five pounds empty and 
comes in four different colors: red, 
orange, yellow and gray. 

Along with the tank you get a cap, 
breather tube, injection molded 
petcock, mounting hardware, closed 
cell neoprene mounting foam, 
instructions and a one-year guar- 
antee against failure from fair wear 
and tear. 

For more info you can write Don 
Vesco Products, 7936-C Lester 
Avenue, Lemon Grove, California 
92045; (714) 465-8256. Catalog and 
sticker go for 50 cents. You can order 
directly from DVP if your local 
dealer doesn't carry the line. DVP 
ships pre-paid orders postpaid. 


OLD-FASHIONED 
GRUNGY BOOTS 

Those incredibly grungy boots 
posed atop the Great Yellow DIRT 
BIKE Dictionary (Volume I) are an 
ancient and ratty pair of Full Bores 
purchased by a staffer. At the point 
the photo was taken they were 19 
months old. 

He reports that they didn't need to 
be broken in, that the Full Bore 
hinged buckle makes getting the 
boots on tight easy because he uses 
the buckle to lever the straps tighter, 
and that they are stil perfectly 
acceptable for racing even if they are 
a little ratty-looking. 

Major wear points on the boots 
are the sole and the uppers right 
near the metal plate (which he 
reports is in exactly the right place 
for shifting most bikes). The sole 
could be fixed inexpensively at a real 


shoe repair store, but the vain 
individual involved scored a new 
pair of Full Bores instead. Please 
note that theres no nameplate 
riveted to the front of this pair of 
boots. 

In view of the use these boots have 
received, and the ease of main- 
tenance (none, in this case), we'd 
have to say that Full Bore boots 


HONDALINE ENDURO JACKET 

What is that person doing? Simple, 
hes doing a one-handed wheelie 
while flashing a peace sign. Without 
a bike! Not too shabby, huh? But we 
really wanted to tell you about the 
mud-covered piece of fabric on his 
chest. Its an enduro jacket from 
Honda, but it's better described as 
being a large number of pockets 
joined by zippers, snaps and Velcro. 
There's four fold-over, snapped and 
Velcroed pockets up front, a normal 
pocket inside, and a giant zipper job 
running all the way across the back, 
sort of a built-in Bultaco tool pouch. 
Good touches abound. Those front 
pockets are fold-over types to keep 
the moisture out (not just the flap; 
the entire pocket folds over and then 
the flap snaps down). And the belt is 
snapped to the back of the jacket so 
if it comes loose, it won't disappear. 
Sleeve holes are elastic and adjust- 
able. The collar Velcros shut. There's 
crash padding on the elbows. And 
the whole thing is watertight. Comes 
in red lined and blue unlined 
versions for a moderate price at your 
Honda dealer. 
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A Super, Synthetic 
Lubricant that sells 
for less than $2. 


Get aQuart FREE. 


No question in our mind. Power Stroke less than $2 a quart. So, take us up on the 
will give your bike more 2-cycle power anda offer. You'll get stronger 2-cycle performance 
lot less fouling, rusting or polluting. We know and a free quart of Power Stroke to boot. And 
that. But maybe you don't. So, we're offering we'll have you hooked as a customer. 
you a free quart of our super, synthetic 


lubricant to prove it. Like, we're betting you'll 

stay with Power Stroke after you've tried it. ORCo 
That's if you're looking for a superior lubricant 

that mixes with gasoline, is completely soluble 


in mineral base injector oils...and sells for 


FREE SUPER OFFER 


Go buy a quart of Power Stroke Synthetic Lubricant. Fill out this 
coupon and send it to us along with your receipt. And fast, like a 
bike on Power Stroke, we'll send you a coupon for a FREE QUART 
CAN of Power Stroke at your local dealer. There's a limit to our 
generosity, though. Just one to a customer. 
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City. State. Zip. 
Dealer's Name City. 


KORC Torco Oil Company 

© 12247 Lakeland Road 
Santa Fe Springs, 
California 90670 
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NEW ENGLAND'S BEST & BRIGHTEST 


WORCESTER 


@ 


SPRINGFIELD 


Come on, people, we 
know there’s more than 
four tracks in all of 
Massachusetts. Do you 
expect us to do all the 
work? How would you 
like it if we made up 
everything, like that 
fabulous new course 
with 75¢ entries and 
good hot dogs at South- 
southeastern . Hudboro- 
inghamwick Vineyards? 
Give us a break. 


1 


4 


BOSTON 


NEW 
BEDFORD 


NA 
Southwick American Legion Post 338 cd 
(Southwick) 


COMFORT: 13 (maximum is 14); 
COURSE MANAGEMENT: 4 (max is 5); 
LAYOUT: 25 (max is 50, but the course 
would have to be 18 miles long); 
SAFETY: 28 (max is 31). 

Intersport Park (Pepperell) 
COMFORT: 7; MANAGEMENT: 5 
(you've got an appreciative public, 
Bob); LAYOUT: 19; SAFETY: 28. 
Capeway Rovers MX (Middleboro) 
COMFORT: -2; MANAGEMENT: 5; 
LAYOUT: 20; SAFETY: 25. 

Ludlow Motocross (Ludlow) 
COMFORT: 8; MANAGEMENT: 5; 


LAYOUT: 4; SAFETY: 28 


Who's Who, What's What, & Where Too 


———————— l 


MASSACHUSE HT. 
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Massachusetts. A state known for 
old-time revolutionary activity, 
George McGovern voters (our state 
license plates say, “We told you so”), 
baked beans and forced busing, 
Kennedys and cods, and motocross. 

Motocross? 

Well sure, motocross. Back when 
Carlsbad was nothing but a name to 
call a cluster of caves, the best 
Europeans — folks with names like 
Aberg, Hallman and DeCoster — 
were doing their thing at Pepperell, 
Mass., in front of ABC's Wide World 
of Sports cameras. 

And despite the California prej- 
udices, New England still is the 
home of some of the best riders, 
even after we exported Peter 
Lamppu and Jimmy Ellis into the 
national limelight. Look for some 
more of our riders, names like: 
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Joe Collins (East Bridgewater, 
Mass.) 


Joe is the old man of New England 
motocross, having attained the ripe 
old age of 26 without giving up any 
speed to the 17-year-old hot-shoes he 
defends his Open class championship 
against. In fact, he started racing 
about the same time his competitors 
did, but Joe was 20 at the time; the 
rest of the boys were in fourth grade. 
It doesn’t make much difference, 


Ferd has been known to overdress. 


though, Mr. Collins goes too fast 
past the grandstands for the ladies to 
notice the gray hairs in his mustache. 

Imagine Omar Sharif on a GP 
Maico, with a ruthless look in his eye 
and a dose of cool experience in his 
riding style. Joe isn’t really ruthless, 
he just looks that way until he pulls 
his helmet off — after all, those are 
his buddies out on the track, and Joe 
won't hurt 'em, he just wants to 
scare 'em a little. 

Joe bought his first bike when he 
was 18, a Honda 450, but was soon 
cured of street bikes and traded the 
twin in for a 125 Bultaco. He 
switched to CZ after a year, and 
became a top contender in the New 
England Open class, placing second 


to Peter Lamppu in 1970, winning 
in 1971, losing to Jimmy Ellis in 
1972, and winning again in 1974. 


Ferd Dolliver (Great Barrington, 
Mass.) 


Ferdinand (yes, Ferdinand) 
Dolliver is a handsome, clean-cut 
21-year-old guy from western Mas- 
sachusetts who happens to go very 
fast on a 125cc Can-Am, fast enough 
to beat Charlie Iott for the 125 NE 
championship this year by six points. 
Ferd is hard to miss on the race 
course, bedecked as he is in one of 
the gaudiest chest protectors in the 
motocross world. He looks like, and 
rides like, a kind of motocross 
machine: smooth, consistent and 
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Joe Collins in front of everyone at the Southwick course. 


quick. 

Ferd has been riding since he was 
ll, first on a rear engined motor 
scooter, then a Triumph 500. He 
started racing in 1966 riding a 125 
Bulon a take-it-or-leave-it basis, and 
didn't get serious about the game 
until 70, when he made Expert on 
a high pipe 250 CZ. That year he 
placed third in the 250 class against 
some fierce competition. In 1971 he 
actually beat Jimmy Ellis, the 
scourge of NE motocross, and Peter 
Lamppu at a race in Maine without 
the benefit of mechanical failures or 
crashes. He flat smoked the dynamic 
duo. 

Fearless Ferd started the "73 
season on his own 250 Bul, but 
Bombardier East stepped in and 
gave him a 125 Can-Am to play 
with, which set him on the road to 
local fame and (cough) riches. He 
placed third in the Amateur class of 
the 73 AMA Winter Series in 
Florida, and went on to win the '74 
NE championship by beating Charlie 
Iott at his own game, sheer velocity. 
He also blew off Mickey Boone in 
one moto in the NML series in 
Florida this winter, and lost the 
third third-moto lead to Mickey on 
the last lap. 


Mark Robillard (Methuen, Mass.) 


Mark is a comer, a golden boy, a 
hot young kid of 16 with talent, 
desire, confidence, and a sponsorship 
with Competition Cycle Center that 
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Mark Robillard leading Ferd away from 
a 125 expert first-turn demo derby. 


will provide him with two GP 
Can-Ams for the "75 season, a 125 
and a 250. 

Robillard started his career at 13 
on a 100cc Kawasaki Centurion, and 
made the move of the century when 
he bought a Yamaha CT-MX from 
Boston Cycles in 73. You see, Boston 
Cycles has a contingency plan that 
pays $50 for each moto win in NESC 
competition, and Mark had a very 
good year in the l00cc Amateur 
class. He wound up with a check for 


$1700 at the end of the year, and 
nearly put Boston Cycles, one of the 
biggest dealers in New England, out 
of business. 


Dave Bettencourt (East 
Bridgewater, Mass.) 


David Bettencourt has never had 
to worry about where his next bike is 
coming from; his father Dick owns 
the largest motorcycle dealership in 
New England. John Bettencourt, 
Dave's older brother, was the second 
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Fear of landing on a photographer seeps 
out of Dave Bettencourt's left eye. 


Joe Collins giving Mark Robillard a 
lesson in style. 


fastest motocrosser in New England 
last year — second to Jim Ellis, that 
is — but John has given up the 
bouncing berm bashers for the world 
of road racers, leaving David the 
bearer of the family flag in the field 
of motocross. 

David was introduced to the dirt 
biking game at the tender age of two 
when John, then aged five, stuffed 
him into the sidecar of an ancient 
paratroopers fold-up Indian and 
started jammin' around the local 
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abandoned quarry. The boys came 
home all muddied, of course, and 


Mom issued an ultimatum: "No 
more bikes!" 

The ultimatum didn't stand up 
very long. 


David started his racing career on 
a Suzuki 80, then progressed to 
Bultacos, and finally broke loose on 
a Honda 125, wreaking limited 
havoc on the other local stars in '73, 
ending in third place. 

Last year David changed back to 


Bultaco and rode to third-place 
finishes in both the 250 and Open 
classes. 

Dave is a loose, happy dude who 
races mostly for the joy of racing, the 
kind of guy who will relax and have 
a brew or two on Saturday while his 
competitors are greasy in the garage, 
shaving that last millimeter off the 
exhaust port. His attitude doesn't 
win championships, but it makes 
him a hell of a lot of fun to be 
around. o 
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FROM THE MAN WHO INNENTED RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES 


DEL WEBB 9 MINT 400 


by DON PHILLIPSON 


Gunnar and Dick win 125 class (only there wasn't one) 


"X39 be E^ 


Plastic co-rider with funny checks on helmet teamed up with our very own Gunnar Lindstrom for first 125, eighth 
overall. Thank you, Dick. 
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Endurance records are amazing to 
think about, great trivia for parties. 
Bertha Van Der Merwe set the 
world's record for staying awake: 
282 hours, 55 minutes. But it's hard 
to imagine many people cheering ol’ 
Bertha on during those middle 
hours. 


Half of the Tibblin/Mayes team (the 
elder half, we think). 
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Kim Morin set the world's record 
for flagpole sitting: 253 days. But it's 
hard to imagine many people 
hanging around after about day one. 

Jack Johnson and Mark Mason 
won Del Webb's Mint 400 in eight 
hours, nine minutes, 24 seconds. We 
assure you that we, as part of the 


milling crowd, were not exactly held 
in spellbound excitement. No gasps 
or oohs or ahs involuntarily escaped 
our throats. 

It hurts to say it, of course it does. 
As loyal Californians we're rather 
partial to the desert. Always have 
been. We love to ride it. As far as a 


Husky teammate A.C. Bakken plays pit helper to the Nils-Arne 
half of the Nillson/Quade team. 
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spectator sport goes, though, 
watching the cactus grow for ten 
minutes between every rider only 
encouraged us to seek other sport 
back in downtown Vegas. But duty 
is duty and all that kind of stuff, so 
we stuck around most of the day. 

Eight a.m. and about a hundred 
riders wandered around listening to 
the riders’ meeting. “Now remember, 
boys, we don't want any cheating." 
We didn't listen to the rest. 

Nine a.m. and two riders started 
every 30 seconds as the Christmas 
tree lights said green. The start 
wasn't any big thrill, no spectacle 
like Barstow to Vegas or even a good 
motocross. There was some TT-like 
stuff that the promoters wetted 
down to make things interesting, but 
there were still only two riders 
racing through it. On to the course 
to see the real action. 

We dropped into Check 2A just in 
time to see the leaders come through. 
Correction. They weren't necessarily 
the leaders. Since they started at 
different times it would take some 
calculating to figure who the real 
leader was time-wise. It was fun to 
watch them go by, anyway. Every 
minute or so some guy came just 
flying down the trail. Fun. 

But we ought to say here, before 
we run away with our typical 
spectator-type complaints, that there 
is a lot to be said for the race. For the 
riders. Every rider we talked to had 
only praise for the organization, the 
chance for some real money, and the 
course itself. First bike in picked up, 
including contingencies, over 
$11,000. 

And it wasn’t just the factory 
teams who were taking the money 
home, either. Private entries have a 
more than fighting chance. But 
many privateers are scared off by 
such awesomeness as Husky’s eight 
factory teams. No need. With real 
preparation and a good attitude 
(greedy), a good cross-country rider 
has a chance. Which is all to say that 
the race is good, maybe even great, 
for racers. For spectators, well, we 
will tell you what else came out of 
the mind of Del Webb, he invented 
senior citizen communities. On a 
1-10 scale of ultimate boredom: 2. 

So we chased around the desert 
watching specks of dust and played 
around the pits watching the riders 
road race. Then one of those 
phenomena occurred which seem to 
happen very regularly about the 
pits: a rumor. Whispered. We 
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Da winnah! Half, anyway, of Johnson/ Mason. 


In the air, over rocks, over whoops, desert riders don't like to stand. 


ignored it. It was repeated, in a loud 
whisper. We ignored it again. 
Someone came right out and spread 
it to a large group, this time on a 
milk crate in a loud voice. That gave 
us the right to spread it, of course 
only as a rumor. 

Start from the beginning — even 
rumors must be spread accurately. 
Rolf Tibblin was allegedly leading 
the race, time-wise and everything. 
For some reason he dropped behind 
Mark Mason, who was then leading. 
Rolf set up to pass Mason, but that 
was right at the point where Mason 
was going to gas up. So he pulled to 
the side and Rolf went by. Just as 
Rolf went past, out from the gas pit 
comes Jack Johnson, Mason's co- 
rider. Now this is the place for riders 
to switch. But how did they gas and 
service the bike, switch riders and 
lose a total of about one second? 
Rumor number one. 

Whatever the case, Rolf was very 
upset over something and started 
really smoking. He got careless. He 
crashed. He lost the lead he had 


Cherry Stockton was good enough 
reason to hang around the pits. 


worked up when he was riding so 
fast because he was so upset. 
Mason/Johnson never slowed down 
after that. And they won. 

In all fairness, here is rumor 
number two. Tibblin/Mayes also 
had a spare bike but were switching 
at a different spot. We pass it along 
as rumor. The race referee was 
satisfied at the end of the race that 
only spare parts had been replaced 
and all bikes were declared legal. So 
much for rumor-mongering. 

Somewhere along that 100-mile 
course was the kind of action most 
people don't like to see. Tom Brooks, 
a very fast California rider, broke his 
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leg. Kevin Hasten, Brooks com- 
petition, broke his back. Many more 
get-offs, but they were the cut-and- 
bruise variety. 

Las Vegas area riders did very 
well; first, third and fourth are the 
standouts. Johnson/Mason, as the 
winners, got a bonus for winning on 
a 250. That's confidence. Drop a 250 
Yamaha engine in a 400 mono- 
shocker just to have a chance at the 
bonus. DIRT BIKE’s team, the 


Hi, 


Mitch Mayes: famous desert type, 
occasional international MX type, and 
former Antelope Rambler. 


dynamic duo of Miller and Lind- 
strom, picked up eighth overall, first 
125, but there is no 125 bonus. (We 
had to get their special snivel in). 

Cherry Stockton and Mary McGee 
were out to show the women what 
women can do and pulled in at 23rd 
overall, about two and a half hours 
behind the winners. 

And through it all we never saw 
more than four bikes racing together 
at the same time. Next year, ride it 
so you can come back and just rave 
about it. But for spectators, it was a 
good thing the race was in Vegas. 
This is definitely one to watch on 
Wide World of Sports. o 
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Notice trick canvas camper on El Camino. 


Wiseco's New 'FMX' Specials 
— Forged Pistons With 
New SuperStrength Rings 


If you think ‘FMX’ stands for ‘Forged for Motocross’ — you're right! 

And, if you think Wiseco's ‘FMX’ Special pistons do things other pistons 
don't, and can't, you're right again. That's why ‘FMX’ Special pistons should be 
part of your arsenal. 

They're designed for performance. They're stronger, yet lighter, than ordi- 
nary pistons, so they run longer. They run cooler, with better heat transfer. They 
give you an increase in rpm's and horsepower throughout the power band. 

And how about those SuperStrength rings? They're made of ductile iron 
for high tensile strength and flexibility. They're moly-filled for long life, and to 
prevent scuffing. And, they provide an excellent seal for increased compression. 
So, they're best for MX. 

And, of course, the pistons and rings are Wiseco. That's all you need to 
know about the precision and care that go into their design, engineering, and 
manufacturing. 

The time is now. Your secret weapons are here. Go out and do it! 


Wiseco Piston, Inc. 7220 Industrial Park Boulevard, Mentor, OH 44060 
The Switch Is On—To WISECO 
Send for Free 1975 Cycle Piston Brochure 
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BIG FOUR FIRST 


No Turn Signals, 
No Trials Tires, 
A Real Trail Bike! 


HONDA | 
MRT75 
ELSINORE 


by the Staff of TRAIL BIKE 


Because of one flaw in its character 
Hondas new MRI75 must be 
credited with the initiation of a new 
oft-rode category. The serious foofer. 
Or the not quite totally serious 
competitor. A major breakthrough 
or a bit of a disappointment? 

Let’s elaborate. And perhaps con- 
vince ourselves that Rex Reed isn’t 
where or what he is today because 
he wouldn’t say spit if he was sitting 
in it. 

Hark back to September of 1974. 
Las Vegas. Loath and fearing 
country. Eight hours of not quite 
seeing the Mint 400. There it was. 
While the road types drooled over 
the 1000cc Gold Wing tourer more 
discriminating observers gathered 
about a surprising new model. Large 
green tank. No humongously out- 
stretched turn signals. Little labels 
disclaiming legal street operations. 
Ah-ha. Could this be a serious 
enduro competition machine? Small 
functional lights to meet enduro 
requirements. And the weight. A 
shade over 200 pounds. Why, it 
looks like a CR125 with a big tank 
and lights. Why, its the first 
off-road-only enduro bike from the 
Big Four. Is it gonna be as good as it 
looks? Huh? Huh? Huh? 

Our thoughts. It looks boss. Ought 
to really go. If they don't blow it on 
the power and the power range it 
ought to be a real gone scoot. Chet 
and Len were literally drooling. 

Fade forward six months. De- 
pending on your needs they either 
did or didn't blow it with the power. 
Family enduros? A boss little bike. 
Light, maneuverable, fairly decent 
suspension, poke along, pull hills in 
first and second gear, no sweat. 
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ISDT Qualifiers? Probably best to 
forget it, without a hop-up. Down 
on power. Top two gears too far 
apart. Definitely not the machine 
for making up lost time to the next 
control. 

District enduros. Contradiction. 
Perhaps it's more than it seems to be 
or perhaps we're just spoiled from 
riding fast Two Day bikes. Ride a 
national enduro. We rode the Red 
Garter. Some said the enduro was 
timed too slowly. A Class B rider was 
able to stay on schedule with the 
MR175. The low-down gearing for 
first and second let the green tanker 
scurry, or sometimes plod, up the 
hills. Pulled them all, sometimes it 
just wasn't in a hurry about it. 
Turned nice, seated or up on the 
pegs. Lightweight. Flick it around. 
Suspension seems to be soaking it up 
OK. Nothing to really bitch about 
here on the trails. Down the 
mountain. Nice brakes, strong, good 
feel, friendly little critters. And into 
the wash. Boogyin' time. Uh oh. Just 
doesn't seem to want to really haul 
in fourth. Let's see. Down to third. 
Wind it out. Scream it. Now tap it 
up to fourth. Nope, just can't get it 
to scream in fourth. Maybe it was 
built for 140-pounders. 

Gas stop. Time to switch bikes. 
Get to ride the Penton now. Here 
Doug, try the MR on for size. Now 
we have a pretty good Expert class 
observed trials rider aboard. This is 
the first enduro he ever rode, used to 
MX before switching to plonking, so 
naturally we start him off with a 
national. 

Post competition debriefing. Hey, 
man, that's a really neat bike. It's 
down on power but I liked it better 
than the Penton in the slow stuff. I 
just stayed up on the pegs and used 
the throttle to square off the turns 
between the trees. It scooted right 
around, turns really good. Down in 
those gullies I could pick my way 
through the rocks. I passed so many 
guys I couldn't believe it. Don't 
those enduro riders ever stand up? 
The suspension was better over the 
slow stutter bumps, didn’t beat my 
hands to death. Give it some beans 
and itd really be good. Had trouble 
keeping it really movin’ in fourth. 
And forget fifth unless you're on 
level ground. 

Before heading to the enduro we 
put some break-in mileage in at the 
Dunes. Naturally post break-in 
mileage consisted of runs across the 
sand whoops. Same problem. Hard 
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Your basic wheelie, a cinch in second, 
an impossibility in fourth. 


to get it up on the pipe in fourth. 
Result: The rear end bouncing 
sideways because it wasn’t getting 
enough power to drive it straight 
ahead. Stable enough in third 
though when it was on the pipe. 
Gunnar rode it around the hills and 
came back saying nice little bike. 
Let's talk about the power. It isn't 
a high-horsepower wide-range 
puller. The low first and second 
transmission ratios seem more 
responsible for its hillclimbing pro- 
pensities or even abilities than a 
gutsy engine. But those two low 
gears means theres a good wide 
spread across the top three. Take a 
look at the transmission ratios. Here, 
well show vou: 3.00, 1.88, 1.30, 
0.96, 0.74. Final drive ratio is a 
fairly high 2.87 from a 15/43 
combination of teeth. If you keep 
the throttle on it'll really buzz in the 


Somewhere between MT and CR, MR 
engine needs less T and more R. 


Good-lookin' bike. 
DIRT BIKE 


HONDA MR175 ELSINORE 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) $897 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, 
single-cylinder, piston port 
DISPLACEMENT: 171cc 
BORE & STROKE: 66mm x 50mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.8:1 
CARBURETION: 28mm Keihin 
HP at RPM: No figure claimed 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 4.00:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 

1) 3.00:1 

2) 1.88:1 

3) 1.3051 

4) .096:1 

5) 0.74:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 2.87 ratio, 428 chain 

15-tooth countershaft 

43-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 

Flywheel magneto, points 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix (Full Bore 32:1) 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: None 
FUEL CAPACITY: 11.0 liters (2.9 gallons) 
FRAME: Mild steel 
SUSPENSION: 

18.0cm travel (7.1 inches) 

10.4cm travel (4.1 inches); 

measured at the rear axle 
WHEELS & SPOKES: 

D.I.D. alloy, shoulderless 
TIRES: 

3.00x21, Bridgestone knobby 

3.50x18, Bridgestone knobby 
DIMENSIONS: 

Wheelbase: 136.4cm (53.7 inches) 

Clearance: 24.9cm (9.8 inches) 

Seat Height: 82.0cm (32.3 inches) 

Handlebar Width: 85.1cm (33.5 inches) 

Weight: 97.5kg (215 pounds); 

weighed with oil and one gallon of gas 

44.9% on front wheel 

55.1% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 

Cable-operated, front 7.75-square- 

inch sweep area 

Cable-operated, rear 7.75-square- 

inch sweep area 
INSTRUMENTS: Speedometer/ 
odometer 
LIGHTS: Yes 
SILENCER: Yes 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes, approved 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: 90 days 
PARTS PRICES: 
Not available at press time 


three lower gears. Same on the hills. 
Just jam the throttle to the stop in 
second and hang on. 


The MR175 could use a six-speed 
tranny to close up the spread 
between the top three gears. As it 
comes it’s more like close, close, 
medium, too wide, way too wide. 
The alternative is gearing down by 
dropping a tooth at the countershaft. 
This might help some, but would 
make first super-low-down, more 
than is really necessary. 
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Jonathan Livingston Seagull strikes 
again. 


We all live in a yellow submarine. It's a 
clean machine. 


About the pipe. It’s quiet. The 
old-fashioned tucked - in - along - 
the - side up-pipe, rather than the 
newer high zoot crossover pipe like 
on the Yamahas and the new 
CR250. It’s tucked in adequately 
unless you're really critical about 
width. What's kind of confusing is 
the cover on the left side. It bulges 
out for no apparent reason, unless 
it’s to balance the pipe on the right. 
Pop off the cover and there's 
nothing underneath. 

How about the enduro equipment 
on the bike? Gas tank holds 2.9 
gallons. The taillight is totally 
unobnoxious, unlike the normal 
federally inspired and demanded 
illuminators on the street-legals. It 
would have to be recessed into the 
fender to make it any more 
unobtrusive. Smallish headlight up 
front. Enough to make you enduro- 


legal. Rock guard protection is 
provided but it will let small 
boulders through. Speedo with 


tenths resettable odometer. There's a 
tool kit compartment under the pipe 
and plenty of room behind the 
saddle for an accessory leather tool 
kit. We used Malcolm Smith's for the 
Red Garter. Planning on a lot of 
bashing? We suggest an accessory 
bash plate. Ground clearance is a 
good 9.8 inches because of the 
up-pipe but a sturdy plate would 
help for hard sloggin! Preston 
Plastic's should bolt on and 
Fun'N'Fast will have a steel one. 

Clutch was typical Honda. Slip it 
unmercifully and it doesn't protest. 

The air box is a neat bit of work. 
Two bolts, lift off the seat and 
behold — the snorkel, peering out of 
a completely enclosed steel air box. 
The rear breathing snorkel is out of 
the way of any water splashed up 
under the seat up front and well 
protected from any rear wheel 
flingings. The oiled foam filter stays 
remarkably clean, even in the wet 
muddy stuff. In fact, except for a 
small grunge area at the snorkel 
opening the filter surface was still 
clean at the end of testing. 

The frame is made of mild steel 
but dry weight is just 204 pounds. 
That's only 23 pounds heavier than 
the 125 feather racer. That’s nice 
when you have to heft it around in 
the muck and mire. 

We almost blew it. Know how 
everybody always complains about 
us testing trailbikes on the track? 
Well, testing was almost over and 
we hadn't ridden it on the track yet. 
We turned Zeal loose and preserved 
the streak at 147 consecutive tests. 
(We even rode the DT400 on the 
track.) Zeal zealously commented. 
Man, you can really slide that thing. 
Its really neat. Corners like a 
billiard ball. I really dug it. 

Suspension was OK, adequate for 
a smooth track. Only negatives were 
lack of power and need for closer 
ratios in the taller gears. Almost 
everybody who got on it came back 
saying it's a nice little bike. 


BITS & PIECES 
Usual Honda handlebar attach- 
ments. Doherty-type grips, accor- 
dion rubber lever covers. 
Kill switch is mounted on right 
side. 
Rims. D.I.D. alloy. Shoulderless. 
One lock up front, two on the rear. 
Rubber. Bridgestone Motocross 
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Street, trail or racing—today's 
motorcycles demand many different 
kinds of high performance lubricants. 
Petrochem has them all. 

Chain Life...A spray foam lubricant 
formulated for motorcycle chains to 
withstand exposed conditions, high 
Speeds, severe shock loads, high torque 
requirements and punishing tempera- 
tures for extended 
periods of time. Chain 
runs silent and clean, 
repels dirt, sand, mud 
and grass. 

Cable Life... Aids in 
preventing throttle cable 
from seizing in the open 
position. Displaces 
moisture, lubricates and 
rust proofs all moving 
parts, aids in preventing 
corrosion and deteriora- 
tion of cable housing. 
Used with the Petro- 
chem Luber, it's a fast, 


*3*3* 


high performance 


UP TO 7" OF REAR WHEEL TRAVEL 


effective and practical way to lubricate 
and clean your cables without removing 
them from the motorcycle. 

Spark Plug, Contact and Chain 
Klean...Cleans fouled plugs in seconds. 
Chemically removes oil, soft carbon and 
residue. Saves you time and money. 
Also cleans ignition contacts, breaker 
points and chains. Non-conductive, it 
evaporates rapidly leav- 
ing no residue, and is 
non-corrosive. 

You'll find the 
complete family of 
Petrochem products 
in the Petrochem High 
Performance Motorcycle 
Care Center at your 
motorcycle dealer or 
supply store. 


PETROCHEM 


KEEPS YOU GOING 


ASHLAND CHEMICAL COMPANY Division of Ashland Oil, Inc 
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS PO. Box 3105 Santa Fe Springs. 


— 
Ashland. 
— Calitornia 90670 (213) 699-9951 


HEE 


ULTIMATE SUSPENSION!!! 


THE SKUNK WORKS 
GP* SUSPENSION 


variable 


1. Quick and easy bolt-on -- 
axle travel up to 7”. 


2. Fits dirt bikes from minis to 
monsters. 


3. Improves overall handling, traction, 
and braking. 


4. Minimizes rear wheel hop and the 
Whoop-De-Dump. 


5. Greatly increases shock life con- 
pared to forward mount shocks. 


6. No added stress on swing arm as 
common to other long travel 
systems. 
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Watch for the latest developments from. . . 


$20.95 


PAT. PEND. 


*GEOMETRIC PROGRESSIVE 


$29. 95 S $1. 25 chipping u 
handling (Fla Res add tax). See 


your dealer or order dırect. 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 


SKUNK WORKS ENG CO 


P. O. Box 203 Dept. 40 
DESTIN, FLA 32541 


— 


knobbies. Four-ply nylon. 3.00x21 
and 3.50x18. 

Strong, flexible, plastic fenders. 

Pegs are serrated, spring loaded 
and folding. 

Points case cover has little bell 
window. Lets you get to the points 
for timing check without having to 
remove the cover itself. 

Head has second hole for another 
plug or a compression release. 


SUMMATION 
The MR175 is either the world's 
greatest foo foo bike, a standard by 
which all future efforts must be 


Swedish polka, cha cha cha. 


judged (bring on the trumpets, key 
of C, fellows), or it is a potentially 
serious enduro bike flawed by an 
absence of power. 

If you're into foofooery you'll 
probably love it just the way it is. 
Because its so much better than 
what you're riding now. Quiet, 
mild-mannered, slow-speed hill- 
chugger, second-gear wheelie- 
popper. It looks good, should prove 
dependable, it has an air filter that 
will probably need servicing every 
other leap year. Look at it this way. 
You don't have to pull off the turn 
signals and the lights or put on the 
knobbies. You already have 'em and 
at $8977 the price seems right to us. 

If you buy the bike for Two Day 
type riding you'll need to make some 
changes. Foremost is power. Maybe 
its the Casper Milquetoast pipe. 
Maybe a larger carb, or both, or a 
little porting. The bike needs help to 
make serious power to pull the taller 
gears. Maybe not so easy to slip a 
six-speed box in there, though. Add 
the cost of dialing in the suspension 
and you just might have something 
to go play with Pentons, Huskys and 
Can-Ams. o 
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That's the last way we want 
you to learn just how good 
Bell Helmets really are. 

Learn the easy way by see- 
ing your motorcycle dealer 
and finding out all about Bell 
Helmets. There's one for your 
individual riding require- 
ments. 

Take the Bell R-T, for ex- 
ample. It covers your head 
with rich, brushed nylon cov- 
ered padding. And it eases 


eo 


THE HEADPROTECTORS 


BELL. 


HELMETS 


your mind with a one-piece, 
non-resilient polystyrene 
foam liner — probably the 
most thoroughly proven im- 
pact-absorber in the industry. 
Then it’s topped with a rug- 
ged, high-impact resin, and 
premium fiberglass shell. 

The R-T comes in twelve 
individualized sizes from 6% 
to 734. Popular colors too! 

Discover Bell now and not 
by accident. 


Bell Helmets — certified by the Safety Helmet Council of America; member, Motorcycle Industry Council. 


Perhaps it was best summed 
up ... when we asked ... the musical 
question ... are you guys trying to 
put evergone else out of the racing 
bike business? 

"Nope, we're just going to make 
them get a whole lot better." 

DIRT BIKE June, 1973 

So here we sit some two years later 
and no, Honda didn't put anybody 
out of business and yes, almost 
everybody else did get a whole lot 
better. The natural progression of 
things? Response to the out-of-the- 
crate-ready-to-race raves the El- 
sinore received? Some of both? 
Swords or pistols? 

Ironically, today it’s the 125 Elsie 
that’s the frontrunner. It’s safe to say 
the market for CR250s has been a 
mite soft the last year. 

Remember what it was like two 
years ago? Word leaked that Honda 
two-poppers were on the way. 
Rumor has it that the upper-ups 
were so concerned about tainting 
their image with a mere two-stroke 
that prototypes bore the name 
Elsinore only. About that name. 
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Elsinore. Just why was a motocrosser 
named after a defunct Southern 
California Grand Prix? But, consider 
the alternatives. The Honda Hope- 
town, the CR250 Big Bear, the 
Honda Barstow to Vegas? 

Glowing praise. The spring and 
summer of "73. Heres what DIRT 
BIKE had to say. 

You beat the nicest people on a 
Honda. 

It is so stunningly right as is that 
the mind wobbles. 

With the outrageously long 57- 
plus-inch wheelbase, one would 
expect the Honda to be ponderous 
through the turns. Not so. Direc- 
tional changes are ludicrously easy. 

Mind tweaker! 

Just about everybody confirmed it 
would beat anything except a hot 
400. How about some words of 
wisdom from other publications? 

The engine was not at all pipey. 

We do agree that the Elsinore can 
be ridden a gear higher. We feel the 
excellent carburetion is responsible, 
rather than a "torquey" engine. 

Its engine design hits the pro- 


TWO YERRS LATER 


verbial nail on the head by putting 
usable power everywhere in the rev 
range. : 

I didn't have to horse the bike 
around in the corners. Honda 


appears to have gotten the steering 
geometry just about right. 

Geometry is perfect for its weight 
and powerband. 


Updating the Mind-Tweaker 


HONDA 
CRE50M1 ELSINORE 


by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


DIRT BIKE 


We've ridden some very good 
handling motocrossers and we feel 
the Honda is as good as any. 

Its long wheelbase, low center of 
gravity and light weight make it easy 
to point in the other direction. 

Initially it was a bit of a mystery 
why a machine with such a long 
wheelbase (57% inches) and 5-7/8 
inches of trail steered so amazingly 
well. 

A long wheelbase, long trail bike 
will resist turning — unless it is used 
at speeds with exceptional throttle 
response and power. At slower 
speeds behaviour will not violate 
what the engineering books say, 
unless the throttle immediately dials 
in instant power so that the bike 
slides around rather than steers. 

I wouldn't change a thing, except 
maybe the shift lever and the brake 
pedal, my feet are too big for them. 

You really want to show that old 
“tell it like it is” flash and you get 
handed a machine you can't find 
anything wrong with. 

Other than that (small gas tank 
opening) and an occasional kick 
from the starter, the bike is spot on. 

Honda has succeeded in building 
a machine that should establish a 
new standard of quality and per- 
formance for the rest of the industry 
to set its sights on. 


Most of the rest of the industry set 
its sights on the CR250’s market. 
Some caught up. Some passed it. 
Two years is a long time to sit 
around with nothing new to sell. 

The obvious question is, what was 
Honda doing during the two-year 
interval. Answer. Lots. Particularly 
about the two complaints that 
wiggled to the surface after the dust 
settled and all the mind-tweaker 
adjectives had spent their wad. The 
CR250 was a significant machine, it 
was ready to race out of the crate. In 
retrospect it did have two de- 
ficiencies. The thing wouldn't turn 
easily and the power was rather 
radical without the right kind of 
track surface to accommodate the 
mid-range explosion. Both of these 
areas received attention, and the 
bike also had its shocks moved up. 


WHAT'S DIFFERENT 
Kil button on the left side 
replaces kill switch on the right side. 
Handlebars are black for glare 
reduction and/or visual splendor. 
Plastic fenders are white. Front is 
extra-wide, looks serious, drew a lot 
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of favorable comment. 

Black rubber caps replace hexag- 
onal fork caps. Supposedly they 
look prettier and they are lighter, 
but opening up the tubes for oil 
changes can be a hassle compared to 
the 73 model. Now there's internal 
snap rings that you need snap ring 
pliers to remove. Use care when 
removing the snap rings in the new 
fork tubes or you might get one in 
the face. 

Cylinder and head vastly different 
externally. Porting changed, too. 
Nine holes now instead of eight. Five 
transfers. 

There's an enclosed steel air box. 
Weighs about 3% pounds. The right 
side panel can be removed after 


popping the stout rubber band, just 
as on the new 125s. Two Phillips 
head bolts secure the side of the box 
and one more releases the foam 
filter. Because of the tight fit of the 
box, inserting the filter is not exactly 
a snap. 

The shocks are forward mounted. 
We measured 6% inches travel. 
Honda went to the vertical mounting 
method, moving the bottom mount 
forward four inches, the top 1% 
inches. The swingarm was shortened 
slightly and beefed up. Swingarm 
bushings are still non-metallic, but 
have been modified for closer 
tolerances. And Tom Sawyer still 
sells bronze bushings. 


Cooling fins are smaller on right side to 
accommodate up-pipe. 


DEM M . os 


Same easy twist and screw main jet 
change-over procedure. 


45 


There's a handily-located grease 
nipple at the front of the swingarm. 

The kickstarter has been widened. 

The seat is more substantial and 
cushier. Weighs a feathery 3 pounds, 
6 ounces. 

A one-piece crossover up-pipe, 
exiting on the left side just beyond 
the number plate. It slips off easily. 
There's a humongous accessory spark 
arrestor/silencer for folks who want 
or need a quieter ride. Only weighs 
5V* pounds. 

Colors. Green is gone. Red, black 
and silver, similar to the new 125 
except for the white fenders. 

Rubber intake manifold this year. 
Rubber's a good heat insulator and 
helps minimize carburetor vibration. 

The right footpeg, as well as the 
left, is now welded to the frame 
instead of just bolted on. Pegs were 
lowered %-inch to a height of 12% 
inches. 

Same fork dampers but a single 
heavy-wound spring replaces the 
two springs used previously. Heavier 
spring seems ideal for 180-pounders 
who go very fast. 

Never-load-up carb about the 
same but the needle appears to be 
leaner on the bottom. 

The rear brake anchor arm was 
shortened from 11 inches to 5% 


inches. Regular Elsinore riders felt it 


induced some brake chatter in what 
was previously a fine brake setup. 

Front brake is still super stopper. 
Both are water resistant. 

Chain isn’t the good (and also 
expensive) D.I.D. TM variety found 
on the 73 model. 

Same rotor and points ignition. 
The rotor is now secured by a nut 
instead of a bolt. That's the reason 
for the change in the cover. 

The rear sprocket is different. 
Concave. Looks expensive to replace. 

Some of the geometry changes we 


Accessory silencer/spark arrestor. It's 


as large as it looks, or maybe even 
larger. 


ELSIE EXECUTION 
The impressive thing about 


Honda is the way their bikes are 
executed. The finished product is a 
together package that functions as 
the engineers conceived it. This 
doesn't always mean that the bike 
is 100-percent right, but the 


finished product is at least what it 
was meant to be. Everything works 
and it is obvious that time has been 
allowed for both test riding and 
corrections before the production 
people take over. The marketing 
people also have a strong influence 
over the design. 

After releasing the CR250 early 
in 1973, Honda in a sense got 
caught with their pants down. 
They weren't the only ones. Here 
they were with this very up-to-date 
well-received new model and 
suddenly the development book 
took a major bound forward. 
We're speaking of the breakthrough 
in suspension and attitudes about 
what kind of power, not necessarily 
peak power, was needed to win in 
international competition. So there 
they were, thinking they had a bike 
to grab a good corner of the market 
for some time to come. Hence, no 
1974 model. 

Failure to participate in the GPs 
in Europe cost Honda many months 
of valuable time. It wasn’t until the 


noted. The engine was lowered 1% 
inches and moved forward %-inch. 
This lowers the center of gravity and 
puts more weight on the front wheel 
for better turning. Ground clearance 
is almost ten inches even with the 
lower engine. 

Fork angle is 32 degrees, about the 
same as the '73. Trail is about the 
same at 5.8 inches. 

The triple clamp offset has been 
increased four millimeters to 
565mm for quicker steering. 

What do all these changes add up 


Same rotor, but it's now held on with a 
nut that needs some more room in the 
points cover. 


Trans-AMA in the fall of '73 that 
thev got to see the trick European 
modifieds in action. Since then 
Honda has no doubt tried every 
design ever conceived for rear 
suspension. Yet when it came time 
for a new 1975 production model 
there was no significantly different 
approach ready. So they went with 
the same move-the-shocks-forward 
method that shops and riders had 
been using on the old Elsinores. 
Their new swingarm even looks 
like a shop gusseted item. 

Long travel suspension created 
other problems. The low pipe was 
getting battered on hard landings, 
so an up-pipe became a necessity. 
The design of the pipe on the new 
CR is very simple, its easily 
removed and nicely executed. 

Altering the power was another 
major change. Although the old 
bike had hard acceleration and 
high horsepower output the power 
needed to be made wider and less 
radical for easier riding. The ports 
and the pipe were altered and, in 
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to out on the track? A sampling of 
comments: Fun. Doesn't turn like a 
real motorcycle. Quick power. Skips 
along, doesn't dig in. That's a good 
bike. Ride it like a 125. Decent but 
not spectacular. It’s better than I 
thought it would be. Doesn't feel like 
it'll spit you off in a slide. Don't trust 
it when I'm sliding. $mooth power. 
The forks jolt you into reality. It's 
OK but it seems Japanese. It's 


competitive. Eh, its OK, I guess. I 
like it. It's a good bike up to its limits 
— those limits are suspensien. I'm 


Notice shortened brake anchor arm and 


irregular Bridgestone knob pattern. 


general, we think they achieved 
their goal except for one thing. Too 
little flywheel. This becomes evi- 
dent in two ways. First, it’s much 
too easy to kill the engine when 
going into turns and, secondly, it's 
easy to spin out during acceleration 
out of turns on smooth-surfaced 
tracks. If there's a berm or groove 
it's fine, but if there isn't the power 
still comes on in too much of a 
rush. But it's definitely improved 
when compared to the '73 unit's 
power rush. 

This brings us to shifting. The 
transmission system is excellent, 
simple and light, butit is impossible 
to shift to the next gear without 
either using the clutch or backing 
off the throttle. The movement in 
the lever to effect gear changes is 
very minimal. It would be 
interesting to try to change the 
ratio between the lever and the 
movement of the shift fork to see if 
it would be easier to shift under 
load. This would also reduce the 
chances of accidentally knocking 
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going to buy one. 

Get the picture? Some riders 
really dug it, particularly after we 
changed the suspension. Others 
remained lukewarm. It's a multiple- 
choice machine. Great. Good. 
Adequate. Pick one. 

It definitely turns better. The 
increased triple clamp offset, the 
shorter wheelbase, the engine lower 
and further forward all help. The 
bike has a light, whippy feel and you 
can fling it into a turn like a 125 
featherweight. But you still can't call 


it the zot turner of its class. 

If the forks were a little softer it 
would corner better. We tried 
raising the fork tubes to see if it 
helped the cornering any. It did. 
This year there's just one notch (not 
five) for lining up the two tubes. We 
used the old eyeball-it technique and 
moved them up to the imaginary 
second notch. Nothing like a little 
experimenting. 

The suspension contributes to this 
skipping rather than digging-in feel. 

Continued on page 48 


the transmission out of the selected 
gear. An upshift currently requires 
just 23mm of movement. 

Two years from now we suspect 
that very few riders will know how 
to adjust a pair of points. There is 
no reason why Honda needs to use 
them on the CR250 when their 125 
has a trouble-free CDI unit. 

The CR has no locknuts of the 
type we are used to seeing on most 
European bikes nowadays. We 
aren't sure if we like all the Phillips 
head bolts. It doesn’t have too 
many tools in the tool kit either, 
but the owner's manual is quite 
complete. There should be a 
wrench for the top steering head 
nut to eliminate the old hammer 
and punch deal. 

There are a lot of nice little 
touches on the bike. The nylon 
roller protector for the swingarm 
axle, the overflow tubes from the 
carb, and the very nice machining 
on the front and rear axles, 
works-like style. 

We ran the bike with the needle 


all the way up and it was pinging a 
little at three-quarters open at 
times. We would have liked to try 
another needle jet or needle. We 
were told there were none 
available. 

The levers, cables and twist grip 
are all first-class with the right 
leverage and movement, and the 
throttle spring is just the right 
tension. The lever covers are a drag 
when you have to try to pop the 
little rubber nubs back in their 
place after adjusting the cables. 

Brakes are really first-class, and 
although we don't like rear brake 
cables, those on the Honda work 
fine. The offset rear sprocket 
puzzled us since the old bike had a 
flat one that worked fine. 

So what do we have here? A bike 
that is finished in every detail, but 
maybe not quite finished when it 
comes to some of the major items 
such as flywheel weight, power 
range and suspension. Luckily, 
some of these can be altered or 
adjusted by the owner himself. 
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Both the forks and the shocks seem a 
step backward from the '73 unit 
relative to the competition. On the 
straight-ahead stuff the bike is stable 
but the rear end feels deficient on up 
damping. Spring rate seems OK. 
Take a modified forward mounted 
"I3 with Konis across the whoops. 
Then try the ’75 across the same 
stretch and feel the seat come up and 
whap you in the rear. On smoother 
tracks the suspension is sufficient. 

Dave Haugh, local hotshoe, and 
A] Baker, Baja basher, rode it. Their 
expert-type comments. I could 
square it or hit the berm. The front 
wanted to wash out a little bit, I 
thinks it’s more the forks than the 
geometry. Its got good power. It 
comes on low and doesn't level off 
like it did last year. I tried getting in 
trouble deliberately but there was 
always power there to get me out. 
Didn't have to sit on the tank to 
corner. It turns better, the harsh 
suspension is the limiting factor. Set 
up the suspension to personal taste 
and it's definitely competitive. 

You don't hardly need a seat of the 
pants to notice how the power's been 
changed. We got a peak horsepower 
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Dave Haugh forgot to gray-tape his 
leathers for photos. 


reading of 26.9 on the dyno. 1973 
Elsinores got 28 or 29 horses when 
they were the fastest 250s around. 
But look at the power readings 
across the spread. The torque 
readings from 6000 rpm to sign-off 
give a really flat curve. Y'all 
remember how the old 250 came on 
with its mid-range rocket act, 
shooting up from 12 horses at 
4500 rpm to 26 at six grand? Then it 
leveled off, making maybe another 
horse till it redlined at 7500? The 
torque curve actually peaked at 6000 
rpm. The new torque curve is much 
smoother. Hit the throttle on our 
famous no-traction adobe cement 
and you may get a little sideways but 
you're not worrying about sliding off 
the track like with the old CR. 
Throttle control doesn't have to be as 
precise out of a corner as it was with 
the 73 Mid Range Rocket. Gunnar 
thinks it could use a flywheel weight 
for the rotor or even the MT 
flywheel to give it that European 
power to the ground hook-it that 
makes for easy riding. 

The wider power range means less 
shifting. Short-shift it before the 
really gnarly stuff and it'll pull. 

Seating position is good. The 
saddle is higher because of the 
forward mounted shocks, and the 
pegs are low. Short-leggers may 
have to tippy-toe. It's about as 
narrow between the legs as a bike 
can be. 

Continued on page 86 
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PRICE: Not available at press time 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, single- 
cylinder, piston port 
DISPLACEMENT: 248cc 
BORE & STROKE: 70.0mm x 64.4mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 7.2:1 
CARBURETION: 34mm Keihin 
HP at RPM: 26.9 at 8500 
at the rear wheel 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.30:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 2.06:1 
2) 1557: 
3) 1:2571 
4) 1.04:1 
5) 0.86:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 3.36 ratio, 520 chain 
14-tooth countershaft 
47-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Points, rotor 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix (Full Bore 32:1) 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: None 
FUEL CAPACITY: 6.8 liters (1.8 gallons) 
FRAME: Chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: 
18.0cm travel (7.1 inches) 
16.0cm travel (6.3 inches); measured 
at the rear axle 
WHEELS & SPOKES: D.I.D. alloy, 
shoulderless 
TIRES: 
3.00x21 Bridgestone knobby 
4.00x18 Bridgestone knobby 
DIMENSIONS: 


Wheelbase ....141.0cm (55.5 inches) 
Clearance ....... 24.4cm (9.6 inches) 
Seat Height ..... 86.1cm (33.9 inches) 
Handlebar Width .83.8cm (33.0 inches) 
Weight........ 101.6kg (224 pounds); 


weighed with oil and one gallon of gas 
44.3% on front wheel 
55.7% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 
Cable-operated, front 
Cable-operated, rear 
INSTRUMENTS: None 
LIGHTS: None 
SILENCER: Yes, not very quiet 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Accessory bolt-on 
spark arrestor/silencer, approved 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: None 
PARTS PRICES: 
Not available at press time 
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Beck /Arnley Presents 
The Full Line of NANKANG Tires 


6 Great New Performance Motorcycle Tires That Will 
Do The Job For You... At Realistic Prices! 


The N740 
A Great Motocross Tire with 
deep dirt-biting lugs and super 
self-cleaning features. A Great 
Mudder! 


The N741 
Top Quality original equipment- 
type replacement tire that will 
maintain new-bike performance 
on your machine. 
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The N751 
Looking for a low profile high 
performance tire? This is the 
one. 80 series profile—smooth, 
cool running—plenty of trac- 
tion grips for super handling on 
wet or dry roads. Go modern 
with the 751. 

The N742 
This is the famous knobby de- 
sign that features a deep- 
cleated traction tread pattern 
with molded-in rim protectors. 
A first-class enduro tire. 


The N752 
Super cornering performance 
road tire. It GOES—it STOPS— 
it HANDLES—on wet or dry 
roads. Tune-up your bike's road 
manners. 


The N753 
Here is the original equipment- 
type replacement rib tire with 
the modern wider profile to take 
advantage of disc brakes. 


Riders: See Your Beck/Arnley Dealer Soon. 
Dealers: See Your Beck/Arnley Distributor listed below: 


Beck/Arnley Corp. 
548 Broad Hollow Rd. 
Melville, L.l., NY. 11746 


KK Motorcycle Supply Co. 
431 East Third Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 


Milne Accessories 


Beck/Arnley Corp. 
3130 East Maria Street 
Compton, L.A., Cal. 90221 


Fay Myers 

2015 West Alameda 

Denver, Colo. 80223 

Gene Shillingford & Sons, Inc. 
Green Lane and Radcliffe Street 
Bristol, Pa. 19007 


Nichols Motorcycle Supply, Inc. 
4135 W. 126 

Chicago, (Alsip), Ill. 60658 
Montreal Motosports, Ltee. 
270 Beaubien W./O. 

Montreal, P.Q., Canada 


P.O. Box 11 

Azusa, Cal. 91702 
Florida Cycle Supply 
4227 Clinton Avenue 
Jacksonville, Fla. 32207 
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"Justthe looks of this new thing 
are enough to scare the squids right off 
the course. 

“The seat's chopped off. 
The rear fender's a mile up in 
the air. And the shocks are 
gas-filled, laid-down, and so 
far forward they're almost 
out of sight. 

"What it feels like is a spring, 
all wound up tight, ready to explode 
if you so much as jiggle it. 

“So | jiggled it. 

"WAAAAAAAAAAEEEEEEEEEE! 

"Oh sure, Suzuki told me that their 
new porting would give it a lot of snap. 
But this was ridiculous. We came out 
of the hole so fast, | just barely hung on. 

"And then we hit the whoops. 

“At least, they looked like whoops. 
The only thing was, the wheels didn't 
seem to know it. They clung to the 
little ones like a snake going over 
rocks. No matter how high the frame 
went, the wheels hung right in there, 
spitting out power. 

"And over the big ones, they didn't 
fishtail once. We went through those 
whoops on à line so straight you could 
hang clothes on it. 

"Man, that's handling! 

"Up came the first turn. A big hairy 
sweeper with a super-high berm. 

"| tapped the gears, and slammed 
into it hard. Magic. Right away, it 
seemed to seek out and lock into the 
right line all by itself. 

"Coming out, | cranked it on, and 
WAAAAAAEEEEEE, again. We shot 
out of that thing like a sling shot, 
heading for the first jump. 

"Surprise. 


U. S. Suzuki Motor Corporation, Dept. 8007 
Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 


"Holy eZ" 


"We didn't stay in the air nearly 


as long as | thought we would, seeing 
how fast we were going. 


"And all day long, | found the same 


thing. The wheels on the RM like to 


stay in the dirt where they can 
push ...not in the air 
6” 4 
pod where they can spin. 
"So if you're after a 
bike for show, this isn't 
it. This one's for win. 

"And my lap time proved it. 

"What's its secret? 

"Handling. It handles like a 
dream. You don't have to fight it or 
muscle it or make corrections all the 
time for goofs. 

"You just flow over that course 
like syrup flows over pancakes. 

"Competition, you're in big 
trouble." 


"The transfer ports 
are so big, they put 
two bridges in'em? 


"This is one bike you won t have to port. 
Suzuki's already done it for you. In fact, 
they're so big, they're bridged — twice — 
so the rings won t get hung up.That 
means you've got 6 holes sucking up 
the gas/air mixture out of the crankcase 
into the combustion chamber. This new 
porting — plus a big, 28mm carb — gives 
the RM its snap and power‘ 


Ride safely: wear a helmet, eye protection 
and appropriate riding apparel. 


SUZUKI'S RM-125 


Michael Qoodwin 
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SO YOU WANT TO BE AN ISDT RIDER? 


The Nation's Best Were There; So Was DIRT BIKE 


SHAMROCK’S 
9-DAY QUALIFIER 


by 


Sooner or later there'll be one in 
your end of the universe. Go out and 
enter. Get an appreciation of what 
kind of rider represents you at the 
International Six Days Trial. Find 
out if you’re 35 percent of the rider 
that Carl Cranke, Jack Penton or 
Billy Uhl is. Maybe you’re good 
enough to go with them to the Isle of 
Man this year. Think about riding 
200 or more miles a day, six days 
straight, with a neat little motocross, 
hare scrambles or hillclimb thrown 


in each day. 
Qualifiers are easier. Just two 
days, just U.S. riders — none of 


those Czechs lurking behind trees. 

It’s still not that easy. To get a 
Bronze Medal in a qualifier, you 
have to finish without getting dis- 
qualified. But there are many rules, 
an awful lot of miles, and a bunch of 
possible breakdowns in between you 
and that Bronze. Getting a Gold or 
Silver is just a little bit more 
difficult. 

Since the second qualifier of the 
nine in the series was so close to the 
home offices — just up the road in 
California City — we threw together 
two teams and then proceeded to 
demonstrate how not to win. DIRT 
BIKE A Teamer, Dick Miller, got 
eight miles before the test WR Husky 
seized. Gunnar had put a quick prep 
on the bike and since he and Dick 
were entered in the Mint 400 the day 
after this event, the Husky’s collapse 
caused ripples of sabotage rumors in 
our camp. Could it have been that 
Resident Alien Engineer Lindstrom 
(in charge of all UFOs as well as 
engineering) deliberately set the bike 
up to blow and thereby preserve 
Dick’s energy for the money race? 
Possible. The disappointment drove 
Miller back to the plush Lakeshore 
Inn where he drove up DB’s motel 
bill by taking consolation in large, 
expensive meals. 

Next out was Don Phillipson. One 
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John Townsend during one of Saturday's special tests. 


Photos by Charlie Kloppenburg, mostly 


Jim Hollander and Carl; early of course. What else? 
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of the rules of the Trial is mufflers all 
the time. When the silencer exploded 
on Don's 175 Ossa during the special 
test, he quit. There was no way to 
salvage the pieces. That put the B 
Team out of business. Don consoled 
himself by renting beer the rest of 
the weekend. 

So much for first-day losers. We 
weren't the only ones. Every team 
except eight club and five trade 
teams lost someone. That cost them 
15,000 points for each day a rider 
doesn't finish; you just don't make 
up 15,000 points with good special 
test scores. And speaking of scores, 
things have been simplified this 
year; there's no more bonus points, 
route marks, etc. — just straight 
classification points and the less, the 
better. The International Sporting 
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Billy and Carl discuss proper desert 
riding apparel. 


a 
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Bill Eisele demoing some quick chain 
repairing. 
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Code of the FIM sets down the rules; 
60 points for every minute late past 
your one-time-only two minutes of 
grace at a check; one point for 
every second it takes you to get 
through the special tests; five points 
for every second spent in the 
acceleration tests; and then a batch 
of penalties for infractions like 
failure to start your bike in one 
minute each morning (50 points) or 
being too loud (20 points) or 
smoking in the impound (five points). 
Then there's all the exclusions (that's 
what two-day riders call disquali- 
fications) for things like unautho- 
rized help, refueling outside the 
designated replenishment areas, 
leaving the course, etc. Theoretically 
you can be excluded if you don't 
make a hill and have to go back 


U 3 ry me Ser > 
Cranke wheelied out of every pit stop; 
just having a good time. 


down for another try. That's going 
backwards on the course. Actually, 
if there weren't any Sunland Sham- 
rocks on the hillside, you're Gold (or 
Silver or Bronze). 

There were lots of Shamrocks in 
the pits keeping everyone honest. 
They had designed a course that 
wandered out from the impound to 
a central pit area and then looped 
twice through the desert. That made 
things easier for the crews. As a 
matter of fact, everything about the 
Trial was done thoughtfully, from 
including the BLM in on the layout 
sessions, to escorting desert rangers 
about during the event, to keeping 
riders, crews and locals happy. 

Their course had as much in it as 
was possible in the area in nice, 
easy-to-survive sections. The special 


Rokon and Ron Bishop; fifth Manu- 
facturer's went to the autos. 
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test on the Randsburg loop was 
dynamite; miles and miles of whoop- 
dies for the desert aces, fast trails for 
the fireroaders, and tight, rocky 
canyons for the stand-up woods 
riders. Mark Adent did it in 11:01 
Saturday; Carl Cranke, in 10:57 the 
other direction on Sunday. The 
second loop's test was shorter and 
tighter, a lot rockier, but Carl skated 
through it in eight and a half 
minutes Saturday. On Sunday it was 
Bill Uhl who slid through it in 9:55. 
After apologizing for roostering me 
with rocks on Saturday, Billy said he 
wished he had more desert ex- 


perience because he just couldn't go 
flat-out, never knowing what kind 
of lump was coming up next. 
Saturday night all the scores were 
posted, along with a scary amount of 
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Master of the grumpy pit stop: 
rarely photographed Len Weed. 


Down from Idaho and collecting a 
Silver, Randy Hasselstrom. 
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possible disqualification footnotes 
that the Shamrocks used to instill 
fear and shape up the riders’ acts. 

Sunday morning averages were up 
to the FIM max of 50 clicks an hour 
over most of the course; “Saturday is 
designed to eliminate people who 
shouldn't even be here; on Sunday, 
we're going to find out just who can 
ride a motorcycle" was the 
philosophy. It worked. 

Sunday scoring was done and the 
medals are awarded based on the 
fastest, least penalized rider in each 
displacement class. If you were 
within 15 percent of the top guy's 
score, you got a Gold; 65 percent, 
and you go Silver. 

Don't decide that all these rules 
are so much bullshit. That's what 
makes the game so interesting. You 
must use your head as well as your 
riding talents. Do everything right 
because the penalties can be the 
deciding factor. Carl Cranke won by 
only 70 points over Mark Adent, 
exactly the amount Mark lost because 
his bike wouldn't start in time and 
because it was noisy. Still, Mark's 
team, Penton West, won the big 
trophy for manufacturers over Husky 
A when Ben Bower also lost points 
each day to an engine that refused to 
start without a lot of help. 

The club team that walked off 
with that giant cup was Pacific 
Performance from up by San Jose, 
whipping the Richmond Ramblers 
favorites Dick Mann (yes, him), Jeff 
Hammond and ISDTer Ken Harvey. 

Now comes the hard part, con- 
fessing to the rest of DB’s effort. Bill 
Eisele — subbing for Al Baker on the 
A Team when quitter Baker decided 
that riding this and the Mint was too 
chancey — got a Gold and fifth in 
class on his 175 Can-Am. Jim 
Connolly, first time ever in a Trials 
or even in the desert, got a flat only a 
few miles out. He rode the entire 
first day on it and on one of the fast 
ridge roads, it squirmed off the front 
wheel, dumping him off a cliff into a 
rock pile and blowing a hole in the 
Penton’s gas tank. On the way back 
to the impound, our senior tester 
made up enough time to start fixing 
the tire. Then in the ten minutes 
allowed for repairs in the morning, 
he re-glassed the tank, started on 
time, drove out of the impound, 
flipped the bike over and finished 
fixing the flat. Jim says the Silver 
Medal has nothing to do with it, but 
he’s definitely pumped for two-day 
riding now. 


Len "Mr. Clean-the-Section" 
Weed trials-rode to a Bronze on his 
pet 250 Elsinore and popped raisins 
at every pit stop. Two mistakes on 
Sunday put me out. The first was 
getting up. The second was starting 
the bike. I proved the Shamrocks’ 
Sunday speed change philosophy 
right. But it wasn't all in vain; we 
even got a gratuitous insult from 
Cycle News as "an unholy trio from 
the kiddy's favorite mo'sickle maga- 
zine, DIRT BIKE." 

Anyhow, we all enjoyed ourselves 
so much that we want you to try 
one. Maybe there'll still be time 
when you read this to get into the 
May 31 — June 1 Potosi MC (Box 
236, Potosi, MO 63664), or the June 
15 -16 Silver Lake Enduro Riders 
(Box 13, Hannibal, NY 13024). If 
you can't, wait for the Shamrocks' 
event next year. It's worth it. But 
take John Murrin's advice. He was 
the Clerk of the Course and he 
thinks you should call the promoters 
first, find out which class Carl 
Cranke is riding, then enter some 
other class. That guy sure makes a 
Gold hard to get. 


RESULTS 

500 CLASS POINTS 
Mark Adent PEN 2648.5 
Morris Norman HUS 2744.5 
Bob Massey GZ 2748 
John Fero YAM 2753 
Malcolm Smith HUS 2773.5 
350 CLASS POINTS 
Carl Cranke PEN 2578.5 
Jim Simmons ROK 2877.5 
Lars Larsson C-A 2879.5 
Ron Bishop ROK 2921 
John Townsend HUS 2963 
250 CLASS POINTS 
Bob Balentine HUS 2733 
Eric Jensen PEN 2765.5 
Dave Hulse MON 2894.5 
Russ Powell PEN 2904.5 
Jim Sparkes PEN 2933 
175 CLASS POINTS 
Bill Uhl C-A 2723.5 
Bill Friant PEN 2742 
Dan Young PEN 2863.5 
John Sitton HUS 2999.5 
Bill Eisele C-A 3026 
125 CLASS POINTS 
Tom Penton PEN 2861.5 
Rick Munyon PEN 2893.5 
Mike Godfrey KAW 2944.5 
Dan Dillon PEN 3167.5 
Dan Foley (Silver) PEN 3523 
Overall — Carl Cranke 


Manufacturers Team — Penton West 
(Mark Adent, Eric Jensen, Gary Younkins) 
Club Team — Pacific Performance (Jim 
Sparkes, Fred Cameron, Russ Powell) $$ 
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400 MAICO MX 


One sure way of getting a pair of Metzelers 


FORWARD- MOUNTED 


FOUR-SPEEDER 


by the Staff of GERMAN BIKE 


Sitting amidst the great grassy 
green, gently rolling plains in the 
town of Pfaffingen in West Germany 
is the Maico factory turning out 
some of the most competitive moto- 
cross bikes available. Definitely not 
your average motocrosser, either. 
Not the kind of bike that anyone can 
jump on and ride fast. If you've been 
riding anything else, itll take you 
many hours of riding to discover 


what the Maico design is all about. 

While most other brands have 
changed radically, Maico only made 
detail changes over the last few 
years. Because of their reputation for 
good handling and power, and since 
they have remained basically the 
same, they have been used as a sort 
of yardstick for other bikes. Maybe 
they're changing too slowly. While 
they still must be considered one of 
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If you like to ride a bike for fun... 
LEARN TO FIX IT FOR PROFIT... 


sus (ip Bea MOTORCYCLE 
ns ai MECHANIC... 


* Learn in spare time at home 
Big demand for cycle 
mechanics opens exciting 
new opportunity for men who 
love motorcycles. No previous 
experience needed. No need to quit 
a school or job. Experts train you 


= step by step at home in 
SPECIAL CYCLE spare time. Qualify for good- 
UI ERAS EU pay job or your own repair 
MENTS INCLUDED 


business. RUSH COUPON FOR 
FREE ''CAREER KIT" 


E" Careers by Home Study 


1 
I NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR, Dept.EFB65 g 
4500 Campus Dr Newport Beach CA 92663 1 


1 RUSH FREE "CAREER KIT” without obligation. 1 
| NAME AGE. i 
1 ADDRESS 1 

1 


FORK 
COVERS 


Custom made to 
fit most Enduro 
and MX style 
Bikes. Keeps dirt, 
dust and mud out. 
Seals last longer. 


Made for forks with internal springs. 


$6.50 postpaid. (No C.O.D.) 
Michigan residents add 4% sales tax. 


J & L CYCLE 


& ACCESSORIES 
390 26th St. 
Otsego, MI 49078 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Mulholland provides a total suspension system comprised of shocks, springs, 
and forks with interchangeable components allowing you to fine tune your 
suspension to fit your style of ride. Suspension damping characteristics must 
be matched to rider weight, size of bike, type of terrain and ride. Whether 
you ride street, off-road, motocross, enduro, road racing, T.T. or short 

track . . . ride Mulholland — the ultimate balance of man, machine and ride. 


- Send $2.00 for complete Interpart Catalog. 
Dept. No. DB-2 


Mean. 


100 Oregon Street, El Segundo, California 90245 
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the top three, their competition is 
getting too close. There's bound to 
be some drastic changes, probably 
soon. 

Look at a Maico. Its the most 
functional looking motocrosser 
made. Nothing extra. No fancy paint 
or polished cases. They all look as 
though they were thrown together 
just to see if the parts would fit. 
Welds are very cobby and the 
castings look like they were finished 
off by a grinder who had a few too 
many glasses of fine German beer. 
Inner crankcases still carry indents 


Not much new, not much extra. Except 
for about ten extra threads on the 
countershaft sprocket nut. Why? It's 
over our heads. 


and sections from days when the 
engine was used in street bikes. But 
then, looks aren't everything. 


WHAT'S NEW FOR 75 

Well, how about a trick, factory 
works replica, all-alloy fuel tank, for 
one thing? Gobs of gruesome Maico- 
type welds cling to every seam. Very 
works-ish, and complete with an 
FIM stickie. 

Up front there's a new Metzeler. 
Carcass is the same size, but the 
knobs are slightly larger, further 
apart, and run further around the 
sidewall. The brake anchor arm/ 
cable stop is beefier than before. 
Fork tubes are thicker walled to 
prevent bending, and have more 
nickel in them. Springs are now two 
18-pound units instead of the old 
four shorties. Outer cables are now 
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New Metzeler right, old meat on left. 
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twice their old diameter and are 
nylon lined. If they weren't, it 
would surely take two hands to pull 
the clutch in. By bending the lever 
out, we gained a slight mechanical 
advantage on the springs. And at 
last, another manufacturer has gone 
to the super-lightweight, poly- 
ethylene-type plastic seat base. 
Maybe others will catch on. 

Under the semi-stiffly padded 
seat, the Twin Air sits in a new, 
lightweight plastic air box. Maybe 
too lightweight. Still no number 
plates. Ridiculous. How many years 
has this been going on? A seemingly 
serious motocrosser without a place 
to put numbers? 

Moving aft, we find a new 
aluminum alloy hub, holey top 
shock mounts as well as a new brake 
anchor arm and chain guide. Roller 
on our guide was eaten away after 
the first couple of rides. The rear 
tailpiece of a fender doesn't reach 
the air box and will permit glop to 
enter unless taped. Why they haven't 
gone to a full fender or even a 
tailpiece/splash shield combination 
we don't know. 

In the motor you'll find 10mm 
head bolts instead of the old eights. 


is seen behind and 
below new bazooka. 


New aluminum 


Materials used for the gears are also 
supposed to be "improved." 

Add to that a little gusseting 
around the steering head, a color 
choice of either orange or yellow, a 
price tag that reads fifteen hundred 
and ninty-five dollars, and you've 
got yourself a ’75 Maico 400. 


OUT ON THE COURSE 

One test rider's impression the first 
day out: "Your feet keep sliding off 
the pegs. The bars are weird and 
give you cramps in your forearms. 
After an hour of honest concentration 
and a couple of git-offs, I can't seem 
to find out how to make it work." 

And another's: "I couldn't ride it 
either. I just figured that I was 


having a really off-day so I wasn't 
going to say anything." 

As we said, these were just first 
impressions, after 40 minutes to an 
hour on the bike. After three or four 
more hours on it, they both changed 
their opinions completely. It was, at 
last, a real motorcycle. 

Once you get to know it, there 
isnt much you can't do with it. 
Depending on course conditions, of 
course. You can change your lines 
with success practically anywhere. 
You can slam into a poof berm, dial 
it on, pivot, and leave at almost an 
80-degree angle. Gassy!! Just super 
for passing on the inside too. A 
top-ranking block-passer. 

Its basically a sit-down bike. 
That's the way it was designed. The 
seat is excellent, just the right 
firmness. However, it's a rather high 
seat. Some will like it, some won't. 
probably shorter riders will have a 
harder time getting used to it. 
Medium-height and taller riders will 
notice that since you are sitting 
higher, it won't require as much 
effort to stand. from a sitting 
position. Therefore, you should tire 
less quickly. A definite plus for 
rough courses. Continued 


THE NEW GENERATION MAICO GP 


traction horsepower. 


x 
MID-CENTRAL 


WEST 
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MAICO GP250 

New 5-speed gearbox with 
increased horsepower to 36 bhp. 
MAICO GP400 | 

43 bhp—— proven 4-speed gearbox [ 
with Maico power-band. 
MAICO GP450 


47 bhp — proven 4-speed gearbox 
with Maico power-band. 


= New internal spring forks with 8" travel (tested by 
Steve Stackable while. winning the Yamaha Super 
Series). » Three position forward mounted KONIS. 
Maximum travel in GP position increased to 7.3 
inches. = New MX frame, beefed up steering head 
with tapered roller bearings. = New muffled hi-per- 
formance pipe. = New hi-impact plastic fenders. = 
New improved gas tanks. w Shoulderless Akront rims. 
= New alloy rear hub. = New molded-in side number 
plates. = Thicker, softer, yet firm support seat. = 
Metzeler tires = Twin Air filter. = Maico's world 
famous super-handling characteristics and super- 


MAICO MOTORCYCLES, INC. 


109 ELECTRIC AVE. e LEWISTOWN, PA 17044 
Debenham Imports, Rt. 1 Box 211, Antioch, IL 60002 


Cooper Motors, 110 E. Santa Anita Av., Burbank, CA 91502 


Name 
Address -— 
City 


MAICO GP250 


Wm ru pum NO DM SO ee m ER DM BO ER, NO. 3 AN NI ON EN UR BN RN | 
OK, MAICO... 

Please send me free literature and name of 
nearest Maico dealer. 


— — State — Zip. 
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get em on and get it alll 


ille 21325 pue uo wa pol 


" Importeaby» Hart Ski Menu factering Campa a Malorcycle Division = 630 Pierce Butler Route = St. Pati Minnes@ d 35:07 
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One thing we. weren't so excited 
about was the rear suspension. It just 
wasn't up to par. The Konis soon lost 
their dampening and the travel 
could have been greater. True, 
Maico was first to have a bike in 
production with forward mounted 
shocks, but they haven't improved 
the design. One of the rear springs 
sacked about half an inch after only 
about 40 minutes of riding. It was a 
good thing when it first appeared. 
Now, it could be better. 

It may take you a while to get 
used to the bars. At first, they may 
cramp your forearms. After a while, 
they seem to fit in with the 
personality of the machine. Still, 
many will change them. 

Footpegs sit far out from the 
frame and further apart than most 
bikes. From the centerline of the 
engine, the clutch side sticks ou' 
much farther. Maybe they should 
have done what Honda did with the 
Elsinores. Forget about the center- 
line, move the engine over. It would 
have a more "together" feeling if 
your feet were closer together. 
Besides all that, they're Stone Age. If 
there's a hint of moisture, anywhere, 
your feet will slide right off. This 
could be easily cured with a set of 
accessory items. 

Power was very good. All you 
could ask for. Very predictable. You 
can. dial on just as much as you 
want. At times you may think that 
the clutch is slipping. Take a look at 
the rear wheel — if you dare — and 
you'll notice that it's spinning much 
faster than the ground is going by. It 
comes on so smooth that you don't 
realize how fast you're going till you 
come to a turn. Also true because the 
Maico's so quiet. Perhaps too quiet. 
It wouldn't be if all the bikes around 
you were quiet, but sliding it to the 
first turn with a bunch of screaming 
bikes all around you, you'll have 
trouble figuring out which gear 
youre in, whether your engine is 
pulling or not, and if your bike is 
even running at all. 

Strange as it may seem, most of 
our test riders felt that our "75 400 
wasn't nearly as good a bike as the 
250 we had several months back. 

Both brakes stopped you smoothly. 
The amount of pressure required to 
actuate them made you very con- 
scious of the effort. We bent the 
front brake lever in so that you could 
get more fingers on it. 

Neutral was difficult to find when 
coming to a stop. However, if you 
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Gunnar Lindstrom, our newest resident alien, got the 400 moving pretty quickly. 


But then, he can go almost as fast on an XL250. 


Maico-type hot setup. 


get lazy with your shifting, you'll 


find a whole bunch of 'em. Unlike 
most gearboxes, the Maico's will not 
hop to the next gear if you miss. 
You'll have to move it with your foot 
or lose all forward drive. 


SNIVELS ... 

Not many, but still solid snivels. 
Besides not having any side number 
plates, that bitchen seat split in 
several places on the covering after 
comparatively few test riding hours. 
Seems like that same thing happened 
to the 250 we tested last year as well. 
Maybe that wasn't mentioned in the 
test. 

Pay close attention to the spokes. 


Super-lightweight seat is supported by 
Krause Kompetition Kreature Kid. 


We didn't. After less than two hours 
of riding we lost four out of the rear 
wheel. 

Pegs and Bars. Some will learn to 
live with the bars. A lot of Maico 
freaks have gone to Andre's bars in 
the ever-popular CZ bend. The pegs 
have got to go. One of our return 
springs took off right away. Try the 
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German duo dirt testing. 


Wheelsmith numbers. 

The sidestand is a joke. No one 
uses it because it'll break the frame. 

Gas leaked through the welds 
around the petcocks and out of the 
cap. 

We are well into the age of 
plastics. There is no excuse for 
fiberglass fenders on a "75 moto- 
crosser. 

That’s all, big and small. 
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3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000 
RPM 
With bazooka 
---- cut off & Skyway 
silencer added. 


— m Stock 


. . . AND SNORTS 


Still, it is a 400 Maico. No doubt 
there are a lot of them out there 
winning. With the addition of some 
trick stuff, maybe a pipe, and some 
close attention to preventative main- 


tenance, you too could lead the 


Open class. 
Maicos don't have a reputation for 
being maintenance-free racers. 


400 MAICO 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) $1595 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, piston port, 
single 
DISPLACEMENT: 386cc 
BORE & STROKE: 77mm x 83mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 12:1 
CARBURETION: 36mm Bing 
HP at RPM: 29.4 at 6000 
CLUTCH: Multi-plate, wet 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Triple-row chain, 
1.86:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 12991 
2) 1252841 
31.2341 
4) 1.0:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 
12-tooth countershaft 
52-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Twin Air, foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Magneto 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Bel Ray 50:1 
FUEL CAPACITY: 8.5 liters (2.3 gallons) 
FRAME: Double downtube, 
chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: 
17.5cm travel (7 inches) Maico 
16.5cm travel (6.5 inches) Koni; 
measured at the rear axle 
WHEELS & SPOKES: Akront 
TIRES: 
Metzeler 3.00x21 
Metzeler 4.50x18 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 140.7cm (55.5 inches) 
Swingarm length: 47.0cm (18.5 inches) 
Ground clearance: 19.0cm (7.5 inches) 


Bars, width: 84.0cm (33.0 inches) 

height: 109.2cm (43.0 inches) 
Pegs, width: 50.8cm (20.0 inches) 

height: 25.0cm (9.8 inches) 
Seat height: 86.5cm (34.0 inches) 
Fork angle: 30 degrees 
Weight: 105.6kg (233 pounds) 


actual with one gallon of gas; 
4696 on front wheel, 
5496 on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 
Conical, cable-operated drum, front 
Conical, rod-operated drum, rear 
INSTRUMENTS: None 
LIGHTS: None 
SILENCER: Yes, very quiet 
SPARK ARRESTOR: No 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: None 
PARTS PRICES: 
Piston assembly ............. $55.63 


Shift lever 
Brake pedal (comp.) 
Clutch lever 


Veteran Maico freaks live with the 
routine without thinking much about 
it. Newly acquainted owners will 
have to think about it. 

It's a little heavy and a little too 
cobby, but it is a Maico and it does 
handle. 
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ANALYSIS OF A 
PROVEN WINNER 

To make a winner, it takes a lot 
more than the highest power 
output on the dyno. As a matter of 
fact, that's probably what it doesn't 
take. Face it; the horsepower race 
is over. Other factors now play 
more important roles, and the 
Maico is an example of a combi- 
nation of qualities that has been 
hard to beat for years. 

The two most important factors 
for a racing machine are power — 
not horsepower — and handling. 
Maicos have both. Let's start by 
looking at the power, and that will 
also take us into gear ratios and 
transmission; because it's a 
package. 

The 400 Maico doesn't have the 
most, but it has the best. Power, 
that is. It has a powerband that is 
so smooth, predictable and wide 
that there is no need for a fifth gear 
in the box. This broad power range 
keeps shifting to a minimum, but 
the shifting mechanism is still a joy 
to work with in professional 
competition. The lever has just the 
right length of movement, a nice, 
big, flat area for your boot, and 
although it could be better indi- 
cated internally (by a cam curve 
and roller), it gives you a very good 
feel when it goes into gear — and 
when it doesn't. That is very 
important: it's good to know before 
you turn on the wick if you've 
missed a gear. Finally, it can be 
shifted quite easily under power; 
an advantageous technique some- 
times called "speed" or "power 
shifting." Its a good thing that 
Maico didn't (couldn't) go to a 
more powerful, narrower power- 
band, and a close ratio five-speed 
box. Then it would have lost that 
easy-to-ride feeling and good accel- 
eration that both novice and expert 
riders like so much. 

The engine has another quality, 
one that we have to list under 
handling. There is no ignition 
flywheel and Maico uses a small, 
light clutch. Yet the engine has lots 
of flywheel "feel" to it. It's because 
all of the flywheel weight is 
concentrated in the crankshaft 
slabs. This leaves Maico with an 
engine that has a small gyroscopic 
effect because the turning masses 
are mainly located close to the 
centerline of the bike. Therefore, 
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it’s easy to lay the bike over quickly 
and to make small corrections to 
your turning radius. This also helps 
you jump straight. 

The main reason for its fine 
handling characteristics is, of 
course, the frame and suspension 
design. Frame measurements are 
classic at this time, and still it seems 
to be working as good as, or better 
than, any of the competition. The 
30-degree fork angle is rather steep 
and a length of 1400mm is on the 
short side compared to the 
competition, but Maico gets away 
with it for a number of reasons. 
First, the CG is quite low. Not so 
much because the engine is excep- 
tionally low in a Maico, but 
because most of the weight there is 
sits quite low. All of the upper 
components (seat, tank, fork 
crowns, air box, fenders, etc.) are 
of the extremely lightweight 


variety. On top of that, literally, 


the tank is low and close to the 
cylinder head. Something to be 
remembered when you have to 
change a spark plug on the starting 
line. 

With a 30-degree fork angle, it’s 
easy to think that tank-slappers 
would be common. They’d be as 
common as cats if it weren’t for the 
fact that they are so easy to hold 
back. By placing the fork tubes as 
close to steering head bearings as 
possible, the weight doesn’t have 
much leverage for tank-slapping. 
The offset wheel, in front of the 
fork legs, makes it easier to have a 
long-travel, stable front fork (Maico 
has 175mm of pure travel), and it 
moves the wheel forward so that 
the trail is decreased to a quite 
normal 140mm. 

How could Ake Jonsson finish 
all 12 Trans-AMA races in ’72 on 
his Maico? Well, Maicos are quite 
simple. Ake and his mechanic, 
Curt Oberg, had learned the bike's 
qualities and limitations. Mostly 
the hard way. They knew exactly 
what to do to the bike during the 


week and between motos. That 
and a reliable and proven bike 
(and a bit of luck) did it for them. 
Helping them along the way were 
things like an excellent air box, a 
good seat, and at the time, the total 
weight was quite low. The reason 
we say "at the time" is that the 
Maico’s weight has remained 
practically unchanged over the 
years. This is something that can't 
be said about the competition. 

You may be thinking that we feel 
that Maicos are faultless, ingenious, 
and the best. We don't. There are a 
number of things on a new Maico 
that need attention. Luckily, most 
of them can be done by the owner 
himself; things like footpegs, 
fenders, side number plates, lever 
covers and a few details like that. 

But, there are a few things on 
the bike that need the attention of 
Herren Maish and Co. in the 
drawing board stage. It's not that 
these things on the bike have gotten 
bad suddenly, but the competition 
has improved so drastically in the 
last few years that what was fine in 
"72 is almost out in "75. 

Their main attack has to be 
aimed at the overweight condition. 
It's got to come down to around 94 
kilograms. The FIM weight limit is 
now 92 kilograms. 

The rear suspension needs a final 
solution with long-lasting shocks. 
In a few years a capacitor discharge 
ignition will be a necessity. 

Also overdue for a checkover on 
the ol' board is the rear brake 
system. Feel is too spongy and the 
pedal is too slippery. A new 
pivot-type bearing arrangement 
for the pedal is also necessary, as 
ours was very worn with little 
actual use. 

Footpegs could also be mounted 
a little closer to the centerline of 
the bike because it's a little wide 
around the pegs and their brackets. 
Redesigning the pegs themselves is 
also in order. 

And what about that vulnerable 
exhaust pipe? Are you ready for 
a crossover pipe on a Maico? It 
would sure make it easier on the 
guy who dings and dents up his 
pipe all the time. 

Thats enough sniveling for 
today. The Maico is still great, but 
Yamasuki, Hondavarna and Bul- 
saki are on the move. 

Gunnar Lindstrom & 
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Walk around it a little bit. It's 
exciting, just sitting there. It looks 
professional. That's the machine the 
Trophy team rides. Everywhere else 
in the world its a KTM. That 
Russian who got the 250 motocross 
World Championship rides one. 
Here it's a Penton. Itlooks European, 
almost East European. 

Push it around. It rolls freely. Lay 
it over a little. It is heavy. Looks 
gnarly too. It also looks expensive. It 
is. 

Walk over to the other one. It 
looks a lot more familiar. Malcolm 
Smith rides one almost like it. The 
500 World Champion rides this 
brand. It looks spare, efficient. 
There's no excess. 

Push it over next to the Penton. It 
doesn't feel as heavy. You can bet 
your burro it's expensive too. 

It doesn't take long to decide to 
take them out on the enduro loop, 
just like we do with everything else 
that doesn't go zip, bang around the 
motocross course. 

End of similarity with everything 
else we've tested in a long, long time. 

The first section is a couple of 
humps with off-camber turns on the 
backside, a short section of sandy 
road, a shorter stretch through the 
bushes, and a trip down a muddy 
trail alongside the river. Follow that 
with some tight winding around the 
cane-like growth, a brief path, and 
then wide open as fast as you can 
across a wide, long wash full of 
shortening and then lengthening 
hoops. Around this dead tree and 
onto some tight trails. Turns where 
you must stop the front wheel and 
spin the rear around to get pointed 
in the right direction. Then more 
whoopdies and the water crossing. 

Impressions to that point favor the 
Penton; it allows you to take the 
classic stance: standing, knees bent a 
little, light touch on the bars. The 
Husky's pipe and air box wont; 
they're too wide and make you bend 
your knees too much. Standing is 
more of an effort. Straightening 
your legs is impossible. And in the 
closeness of the brush, when you sit 
to save your face, neck and chest 
from the branches, the WR will not 
turn as well. Through the sand 
hoops there is no difference. Both go 
as fast as the rider will. 

Two misconceptions get blown in 
that time. Two myths die. Both 
these motorcycles make you rethink 
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250 PENTON & 250 WR HUSQNARNA 


“That Penton is one of the nicest motorcycles 
we ve tested in years." —Jim Connolly 


EXERCISING 
THe PLEASURE 
PRINCIPLE 


by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 
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"That Husky — after | rode it a while, I realized 
/ wanted three.” — Zeal Anderson 
DIRT BIKE 


your prejudices. Everyone knows 
that the Japanese bikes shift better 
and make more power. Because 
we've been told so. Not true. This 
WR and this KTM shift solidly. This 
Husky and this Hare Scrambler 
make power that shames you for 
disbelieving. Their excellence is 
humbling. The germ of an idea 
enters your mind. You are no longer 
superior. The machine is better than 
you are. 

Right after the river, there's a left, 
just a break in the bushes. Then a 
narrow sand path, full of rocks and a 
log, lying facing you, another, and 
some bigger, sharper rocks. Drop off 
into the stream and follow its course 
for a while, running in the silt 
against the current. Up into this 
rivulet that's nearly dry — no, only 
the mud on top is cracked without 
moisture, underneath it's real slop. 


Both these bikes deserve to be ridden 
standing up; they're more comfortable, 
feel lighter, and steer better with some 
good rider input. Especially the Husky 
— which you've got to spend some time 
getting into, unlike the KTM that feels 
instantly stable and predictable. 


Bend your body and throw your 
shoulders to correct. 

Funny thing about the rocks and 
the logs. When they were coming, 
you corrected to stay away. Entirely 
too much. These machines steer. 
They steer while you're standing. 
Moving the bars and moving your 
body work. It doesn't take doing 
both to keep upright. And because 
you backed off the throttle in the 
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silt, you didn't dig your own resting 
place. Both churned through. In the 
muck it was fun to play A rider and 
throw your body around to keep 
from falling in the mud, but then 
you found shifting up a gear worked 
too. That consumed less of your 
energy. And you're supposed to be 
going a long way today. 

Slime now, the real thing. It looks 
innocent, but it sits there working, 
bubbling and smelling bad. Don't 
fall. Sort of stand. Duck one way or 
the other to keep your face un- 
scratched. Exit and turn tight. 
Another right and you're moving 
down a wash tunneled over by 
branches. Lead with the top of your 
helmet and try to take the worst 
blows on the bill. Faster. Let's see if 
we can lose the guy trying to follow. 
More mud. And an invisible drop- 
away and rut. There's a splash and a 
splat but no time lost. You're out 
again and turning to the left, in the 

E : = — 


The Penton is a bitch to clean. 


sunlight again. 

If you've ever entered or watched 
a national enduro you saw those 
guys. In places that looked like trials 
sections, in spots that looked 
impossible, they came through. 
They were standing, saw the trouble, 
made it through. It seemed like the 
stuff that stopped you, barely slowed 
their blur. 

Now you know how. In that last 
section, you learned how to duck 
without misleading the motorcycle. 
When it dropped into that mire, you 
got off the saddle and let the bike 
climb back up without your holding 
it down. When you had to, you 
stuck a foot down to bend your path, 
didn’t lose your balance or ever stop 
crouching in the enduro stance. 

Now you know. A lot of it was 
their machinery. The same that’s 
under you at this moment. 

The idea is germinating. 

Quick. A left. Climb this shelf. 
Stop immediately and go right. It 
requires hanging the front wheel in 
the air, stopping all forward motion, 
pivoting, and setting the bike down 
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One of the reasons the Penton is 
expensive is all the gusseting. Gussets 
don't cost a lot, but labor does. And the 
fact that they exist makes you wonder 
why. There are a number of details on 
the bike that are almost finished, like 
the airbox cover or the new tank straps. 
It makes you think things are in flux, 
but then KTM does make changes that 
way, without waiting for a model year. 


in the new direction. It doesn't look 
possible. But it is. 

Then along this barbed wire 
fence, where the path is sloped the 
wrong way and you have to lean 
into those sharp points. It, too, can 
be done. 

Zero run at it, but that hill is next. 
Pick a path now. Don't think. The 
middle is a great erosion rut; that 
won't do, so don't blow it. You've 
done this hill before — maybe three 
out of every five tries. Up the rock 
steps, turn and on to the next one. 
This one is worse. There's only one 
path and no — none — nothing — 
no room for mistakes. A fall means 
landing tender body parts on those 
rocks. Damn. Into the ruts. But up 
and over. 

It’s the Penton again. The KTM 
powerplant inspires confidence. 
Even more so than the Husky. Both 
bikes go way down, way down into 
the revs and still let you climb. But 
just about the time the Husky must 
have some clutch work, the Penton 


moves into its bottom range. Work 
the Penton throttle between closed 
and a quarter and it will climb 
anything; it will not stall and it will 
not stop pulling. While the Husky 
engine puts out by building and 
building, the Penton chugs and then 
comes on the pipe. That multi- 
gusseted, many-braced motor gives 
you both motocross and trials. Hard 
to believe, but it’s there. 

Go along the ridge for a while, 
bounce off the upside walls and then 
slow for the turn. It’s a left with a 
difference of four feet in elevation 
between start and exit, then downhill 
for a long time with the path 
narrowing to a couple of inches 
alongside another of those erosion 


For every apprehensive detail there’s 
another that inspires confidence, things 
like rimlocks instead of nipples, bronze 
and steel clutch plates, excellent gas 
lines that stay pliable and don’t come 
off, forged aluminum torque arms, steel 
for the brake so you can bend it back, 
cable routers everywhere, good speedo 
mount, all-magnesium case com- 
ponents, even this trick shifter available 
from Hi Point as an accessory. 


ruts. Loose stones clutter the trail. 
You used to go down here sitting 
in fear, both wheels locked. Self- 
defeating. With either the Penton or 
the Husqvarna, you can learn how 
to use the front brake and conserve 
the back. Both steer well enough to 
let you pick your way around 
without losing it all to panic. But it’s 
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back again at the end of the day when 


you're tired. 
worry about it. The Penton outwe 


the WR by about 20 pounds and 
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PENTON 250 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) $1795 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, air-cooled, 

piston-ported, single-cylinder 
DISPLACEMENT: 245cc 
BORE & STROKE: 71mm x 62mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 

Couldn't find it in the manual, sorry 
CARBURETION: 36mm Bing 
HP at RPM: 34 DIN claimed 
CLUTCH: Multi-disc wet, 

bronze and steel plates 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Gear, 2.76:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 

1) 2.571:1 

2) 1.778:1 

3) 1.334:1 

4) 1.042:1 

5) .885:1 

6) .750:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 3/8 x 5/8 chain; 4:1 ratio 

13-tooth countershaft 

52-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Twin Air 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 

Motoplat transistor 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: 95 octane 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Hi Point or 

Hi Point Concentrate 
FUEL CAPACITY: 10.9 liters 

(2.9 gallons) 
FRAME: Single downtube, chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: 

Ceriani forks; 18.0cm travel 

(7.1 inches); 

Ceriani gas shocks, multi-position 
WHEELS & SPOKES: 

Akronts w/shoulders 
TIRES: 

Metzeler, 3.00x21 

Metzeler, 4.50x18 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 144.2cm (57.2 inches) 
Swingarm length: 49.4cm (19.6 inches) 
Ground clearance:26.3cm (10.4 inches) 


Bars, width: 86cm (34.1 inches) 

height: 111.5cm (44.3 inches) 
Pegs, width: 50cm (19.9 inches) 

height: 35cm (13.9 inches) 
Seat height: 87.5cm (34.7 inches) 
Fork angle: 31 degrees 
Weight: 112.7kg. (248.5 pounds) 


actual with one gallon of gas; 
44.996 on front wheel, 
55.196 on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 
Cable-operated drum, front 
Rod-operated conical drum, rear 
INSTRUMENTS: VDO speedometer 
LIGHTS: Headlight, taillight, brake light 
SILENCER: Yes, reasonable 
SPARK ARRESTOR: 
Not Forestry-approved 
PRIMARY KICK: No 
WARRANTY: None 
PARTS PRICES: 


Piston DES S one fan euler teeter ated $37.50 
RINGS parde et este 10.45 
Clütchreable:-...„auarwtezsiwens 2.50 
Brake! pedal 545: au- au memes 10.20 
lO OTSE clei ie uo ver exuere s Is DR 5.00 
Choke cable... sco. asses @1= 202%: 5.00 


the Penton that works best. 

Part-way down there's a place 
where another rut joins this canyon. 
Drop off the path, fall into the rain 
rut, climb back out on the other 
side, reverse, and then start up the 
other ravine without losing your 
cool. Done. 

Then there's a new trail, some- 
thing youve never been down 
before. It's loose. You can't see the 
bottom. You have no idea if there's a 
run-out. You do know it's steeper at 
the bottom because the path dis- 
appears. Down. Ugh. Only because 
the Penton has made you trust it can 
you even consider this route. Only 
because you found two tricks to 
riding the Husky will you consider 
it. The WR, wide as it is, lets you 
clamp the tank with your knees and 
restore your body's stability. And 
you find you can compensate for the 
Husky's light front end by putting 
more weight on the bars; then it 
steers almost as well as the Penton. 
Down and sure enough, there is no 
run-out. Turn left or right or fall 
into a gully. No sweat. There is 
actually no problem doing it. 

The idea is full-blown. Now you 
know you are a better rider than you 
ever thought. All it took was the 
bike. 

Back on the valley floor, across the 
river, up onto the fireroad, boogy 
around this turn and split for camp. 
Use this road in sixth to raise the 
average. Skate to a stop next to the 
truck. 

It’s time to unravel your impres- 
sions, draw some conclusions, and 
look over the bikes you just rode. 


List the things you learned during 
those hours on the trail. 

One, you never had so much fun. 

Two, you didn’t know before that 
motorcycles this fine really existed. 

Three, you're a better rider than 
you ever thought before. 

Four, you can get even better on 
one of these bikes. 

Five, that means you can have 
even more fun next time. 

Hold on. After just stepping off 
one of these you're ready to sell your 
grandmother to have it. But don't let 
all the pleasure get in the way of 
good sense. You will have to sell your 
grandmother — and her rocking 
chair, and her cat too. You can't get 


All of the Husky, not just the engine, is 
sanitary. Swingarm, chain guide and 


guard, brake arms — everything is 
thought out. Even the chain adjusters 
and axle mounts make things easier for 
the serious rider. You can tell a bike is 
right if it doesn't need rubber bands all 
over it. 
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HUSKY WR250 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) $1695 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, air-cooled, 
reed-valved, single-cylinder 
DISPLACEMENT: 245cc 
BORE & STROKE: 69.5mm x 64.5mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 12.3:1 
CARBURETION: 36mm Bing 
HP at RPM: No claims 
CLUTCH: Five friction, six steel discs 
in oil bath 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Gear, 2.09:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 2.357:1 
2) 1.706:1 
3) 1.300:1 
4) 1.043:1 
5) .840:1 
6) .679:1 
FINAL DRIVE: % x 5/8 chain; 5.4:1 ratio 
10-tooth countershaft 
54-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Paper 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Femsa flywheel 
magneto 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix, 25:1 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: 94 octane 
RECOMMENDED OIL: SAE 50-weight 
two-stroke oil 
FUEL CAPACITY: 11.8 liters 
(3.1 gallons) 
FRAME: Single downtube, chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: Husqvarna forks, 
17.8cm travel (7 inches); Girling shocks 
WHEELS & SPOKES: 
Shoulderless rims, 4mm spokes 
TIRES: 
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/ Barum, 3.00x21 
i Barum, 4.25x18 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 140.5cm (55.8 inches) 
Swingarm length: 46.3cm (18.4 inches) 
: Ground clearance: 24.6cm (9.8 inches) 
\ Bars, width: 87.5cm (34.7 inches) 
height: 107.5cm (42.7 inches) 
1 Pegs, width: 45cm (17.9 inches) 
height: 30cm (11.9 inches) 
Seat height: 82cm (32.6 inches) 
Fork angle: 32.2 degrees 
Weight: 97kg. claimed; 
104.3kg. (230 pounds) actual with one 
gallon of gas; 
x 43.796 on front wheel, 
56.396 on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 
Cable-operated drum, front 
Rod-operated conical drum, rear 
INSTRUMENTS: None 
LIGHTS: None, coils provided 
SILENCER: Yes, but loud 
SPARK ARRESTOR: No 
PRIMARY KICK: No 
WARRANTY: None 
PARTS PRICES: 
Piston assembly 
Glutch'cablei.s :.52m:: toy 0 meu 4.95 
Shift lever 
Tihrettleicabler ; «4229: es 4.25 
out the door without laying down 
Husky's engine appears sound, businesslike and positively clean com- about $1800. And neither bike is 
| pared to the KTM. No foof, no frills, not a drop of excess metal anywhere on it. f ith 
A 5 = pertect, either. 
| Clutch is instantly accessible, that tube coming out of the gearbox runs over to But both l 
= the chain to mist it with oil, and starting is incredibly easy. Power is broad and Mu BOUM ATO CRORE: , 
m builds revs without the peakiness of the KTM plant, but it doesn't have the The Husky started life as the 1974 
Penton's low-down grunt either. Mag motocrosser with the main 
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section of the frame left from the 
larger ’72 engines. That's why the 
engine sits high above the front of 
the frame cradle and why the pipe 
and air box get in the way. It needs 
lights and a speedo yet, but the coils 
and wires are there. Do not even 


The braking plate tab of the fork slider 
let go on one side, the plate spun and 
wiped out the rest of it as well as the 
cable. Scary. At least the Husky uses 
the same leg on both sides so that to 
keep on riding all you have to do is flip 
the wheel over. 


JUST THE TOUGHEST MOST DURABLE 
PRODUCTS YOU CAN SELECT 


QRESTONY 
PETTY: 


kick it over without getting rid of 
that paper air filter; that's probably 
why ours seized the lower end. 
You'll have to fiddle with oils to get 
the front end right for your riding, 
and the Girlings on the rear are 
adequate, but not plush. Tape down 
the end of the brake cable to keep it 
from popping up and out, and bed 
in the brakes, or they'll both be bad, 
though in different directions. 

You don't have to go buy enduro 
gear with the Penton; it has every- 
thing on it, down to gas Cerianis on 
the rear with any kind of mounting 
you want from old standard to 
forward mounted to cantilever. But 
experimenting with springs is 
necessary and that's money again. 
We also found that the springs, both 
front and rear, sacked after 500 
miles (including 300 hard miles by 
Jim Connolly in a Two Day Quali- 
fier). 


AT THE 
LOWEST COST — 
FOR THE 
MAXIMUM 
IN RIDING 
PERFORMANCE. 


The DH reed will greatly improve the 
low speed pulling power and slightly 
increase the top end power. The piston 
and cylinder must be modified before 
the reed will work on CR or MT 
engines. 


1. Reed Assembly for 28mm clip-on 
Reed for stock 28 or 
. Reed for 30mm clip-on Bing . $30.50 
4. Reed for 30mm Mikuni (shown 
in photo) 


I 3 4909 W. Compton Blvd. 
DH Engineering Lawndale, CA 90260 (213) 679-3402 


Add $1.00 for air postage. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. 
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Carburetor adjustment is impor- 
tant and so is paying attention to the 
air box cover's foam sealers, but then 
no bike is made to take abuse 
without maintenance. At least, with 
maintenance, this motorbike will 


accept anything you can ask of it. 
Kicking the KTM over is an effort, 

especially compared to the WR. The 

lever is high and so is the engine's 


This novel item (they say “novel” not 
"trick" in Europe) is a choke, not a 
starting circuit control. Using it lowers 
another slide into the venturi that 
richens the mixture. Six Day riders use 
it instead of rejetting when there are 
severe changes of elevation. Just push 
it on until the engine starts to four- 
stroke and then back off a tad. Neat, 
huh? Told you these KTMs are 
professional. 


resistance to spinning. 

We had our share of problems 
with the fiberglass tank. It's broken 
and mended in two places, one of 
which — the filler neck — wasn't 
due to our abuse. 

The zippy metal trim along the 
bottom of the saddle fell off one side. 
Big deal. 

Has any of this talked you out of 
wanting one of these bikes? It hasn't 
bothered us in the slightest. What 
choice do you have when you find 
two motorcycles this close to the 
ideal motorbike? You have to want 
it. Where else can you get a 
dual-purpose bike that’s most of 
what a playbike should be, all of 
what an enduro bike is, and a lot of 
what you need for motocross? Light, 
precise, strong, fast, reliable and fun 
— both of them, but the Penton is 
that much closer to the ideal (hold 
up finger and thumb about three 
inches apart). The KTM has more in 
the motor and much more in the 
suspension. As Jim Connolly says, 
"You've got to have rocks in your 
head if you do that kind of riding 
and you buy anything else." 

Let's go out again. Remember 
that drop-off into the gully near the 
big dead tree? I think if you go 
around the tree to the right, you can 
get through without having to 
backtrack. Then we can add another 
loop to the ride and not come back 
'til sunset. o 
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WRENCH RACING, AGGREGATION #3 


The Venturi Freeway 


ARBURE TION, 
MANLY 


Tooday, if you guys will just settle 
down a little, we are going to pass 
some laws about carbonaters which 
will.... 

"Carburetors!" 

Thats what I said. We're gonna 
pass some laws about how carbs are 
supposed to work and be faithful to 
our needs. 

In my last report, it was duly 
noted that what an engine burns is 
mainly air — about 12 to 15 pounds 
of air for every pound of gasoline. 
But air won't burn at all unless a 
little bit of fuel vapor is mixed in 
with it. That's what the carb does. 

As everybody knows, the air goes 
hotdogging through the carburetor 
— through the main air passage 
which is usually called a venturi. In 
the venturi passage, liquid gasoline 
is sprayed out into the air stream and 
becomes adamized. 

"Atomized!" 

That's what I said. Anyway, the 
whole business is a gross exaggeration 
because when the fuel droplets 
evaporate in the air stream, the 
result is not adams at all. It's 
molecules of gasoline mixing it up 
with molecules of oxygen. 

The facts are, liquid gasoline 
won't burn. It has to evaporate and 
the fuel vapor has to mix with air to 
make a combustible mixture. Our 
committee on how gasoline burns 
found that out last week and the 
survivor sent his report over from 
General Hospital. 

Part of the problem in making 
motion with a motor is to get the 
droplets of fuel fully vaporized by 
the time it is supposed to burn. It has 
several chances to do that — as it 
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emerges into the air stream in the 
carb, as it travels along the inlet pipe 
to the engine, and while it is being 
thrashed around by the moving 
parts inside the engine. 

When an engine is running fast, 
there is a lot of air movement and 
turbulence inside, so fuel vaporiza- 


The carb has to supply different 
percentages, or ratios, of fuel and air 
under different operating conditions 
of the engine. That’s why it seems 
complicated. 

The basic mystery is why the 
gasoline leaps out into the air stream 
in the first place, and we have a 
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When air flows through a reduced diameter section, called a venturi, it 
creates a low pressure due to increased air velocity. The low pressure draws 
fuel up from the float bowl to join with the airflow. 


tion is pretty good and a tasty 
mixture of fuel and air is delivered to 
the combustion place. 

When an engine is running slowly 
or just being cranked to make it 
start, air velocity and turbulence are 
very low. So the carburetor has to 
dump in a lot more gasoline just to 
get some of it to vaporize. 


brief report on that. 


THE TOILET TANK PRINCIPLE 

Gasoline is stored in two places on 
your motorcycle. One is the main 
tank mounted on the frame, there 
between your knees. A fuel line leads 
down to a smaller tank inside the 
carb, called the float bowl. At an 
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earlier meeting which you were 
unable to attend, we passed a law 
called gravity — which explains how 
the gasoline gets from tank to carb. 
When the fuel valve on the tank is 
open, of course. 

The float bowl is kept full of 
gasoline by a metal or plastic float 
which bobs up and down on the 
surface of the fuel, right there in the 
bowl. If the fuel level is low, the 
float moves down and opens a valve 
at the bottom end of the fuel line. 
This allows gasoline to flow in until 
the fuel level rises to its normal level 
in the bowl. At that point, the float 
closes the valve again and no more 
gasoline flows in. 

The float valve is a rather primitive 
contraption, usually called a needle 
valve. There is a tapered needle 
which fits against a hole or orifice. As 
the float rises, it jams the tapered 
needle into the orifice to reduce the 
amount of fuel flow. When the float 
is high enough, the needle completely 
seals around its seat and fuel flow 
stops. 

If the needle or seat is worn, or if a 
piece of dirt gets in the needle valve, 
it may not seal properly. Fuel will 
overflow into the engine, out the 
overflow pipe on the carb if there is 
one, and out all miscellaneous 
openings everywhere. This causes an 
undesirable soggy condition and it's 
best not to smoke or play with 


matches. The survivor over at 
General Hospital already knows 
that. 


You have probably noticed already 
that the fuel level in the carburetor is 
maintained by the same great 
operating principle as the water tank 
on your favorite toilet. 


THE VENTURI PRINCIPLE 

Our committee on historical 
matters advises that the venturi 
principle was invented by a famous 
Indian person named Pontiac. They 
were supposed to bring the beer 
today but they claim it mysteriously 
disappeared while they were doing 
that important research. 

What a venturi does is easy to say 
but hard to understand. So, we'll 
just say it. 

When air flows through a passage 
and meets an obstruction such as 
reduced size of the passage, the air 
has to flow faster to get through the 
narrow place. At that point the air 
pressure drops to a lower value. The 
faster the air flows, the lower the 
pressure. 
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The level of fuel in the bowl is maintained by a float operating a needie 


valve. If the fuel level drops, the float 
away from its seat. Fuel flows in until 
and force the needle back against the 


Carburetors have a hole in the 
bottom of the air passage, right there 
at the low-pressure point. The hole is 
called a jet or nozzle. From the 
nozzle, a tube leads down into the 
gasoline in the float bowl. The low 
pressure, or "suction," in the venturi 
passage draws gasoline up through 
the nozzle and into the air stream. 
As fuel is drawn out of the bowl, 
more comes in through the float 
needle valve. 

When the air flows faster through 
the carburetor, it should pick up 
more fuel along the way because 
more air is going into the engine. 


FIXED VENTURI CARBURETORS 

If you had an automotive course 
in high school, or if you have read 
about conventional automotive 
carburetors, you know about the big 
defect in the venturi principle. This 
is based on an air passage with a 
reduced-diameter section to make a 
venturi. It is all one lump of cast 
metal so the dimensions and shape 
never change. 

In this type of fixed venturi, 
higher airflow rates draw in more 
fuel from the float bowl, but they 
get overenthusiastic about it and 
draw in too much fuel. 

With a fixed venturi size, as the 
engine runs faster and draws in more 
air, the mixture becomes richer and 
richer. It works the other way, too. 
As the engine slows down, the 
mixture gets leaner. 

Engines do not like either con- 
dition, so a carb with a fixed venturi 
is adorned with a lot of auxiliary 
gadgets and air passages to make the 


moves down, which moves the needle 
the level rises enough to lift the float 
seat, which shuts off fuel. 


venturi stop doing it wrong. A result 
is the complicated carb under the 
hood of your car. Thankfully, very 
few motorcycles use fixed-venturi 
carburetors. 


VARIABLE-VENTURI 
CARBURETORS 

If you look into the front door of 
your motorcycle carb while operat- 
ing the twist grip on the handlebar, 
you will see that the twist grip moves 
a cylindrical slide up and down in 
the air passage of the carb. This is 
called the throttle slide. When it 
protrudes into the air passage, it 
makes a restriction and creates a 
venturi. Because the slide moves up 
and down, the size of the venturi 
opening is variable. 

In most motorcycle carburetors, 
you control the position of the 
throttle slide with your right hand 
on the twist grip. When you want to 
go faster, you raise the slide to let 
more air into the engine. 

When you let more air in, you 
should also let in more fuel, so some 
way is needed to control the amount 
of fuel flow simultaneously with the 
amount of airflow. 

The opening in the bottom of the 
venturi passage which draws gasoline 
from the float bowl is a part with a 
round hole in it, called a jet. 
Attached to the bottom of the 
throttle slide is a tapered needle, 
called a needle. The needle sticks 
into the jet opening all the time. 

But, as the throttle slide is moved 
up and down, a different part of the 
tapered needle fits into the jet 
opening, so it works as a valve. 


DIRT BIKE 


THROTTLE CABLE 


THROTTLE 
SLIDE 


COIL 
SPRING 


Throttle cable pulls throttle slide up, 
coil spring moves it back down. Jet 
needle is attached to bottom of throttle 
slide with a clip, so needle moves up 
and down with the throttle slide. 
Position of throttle slide in venturi 
controls amount of airflow; position of 
tapered needle in needle jet controls 
amount of fuel flow. When carb is set 
up correctly, the proper ratio of fuel and 
air is delivered to the engine. Needle has 
grooves near the top so it can be 
positioned higher or lower in needle jet. 
Main jet at bottom of fuel tube controls 
maximum rate of fuel flow at wide-open 
throttle. 


When only the small tip of the 
needle extends into the jet, most of 
the jet opening is unobstructed by 
the needle and lots of fuel can flow. 
As you lower the throttle slide, the 
tapered needle is inserted farther 
into the jet opening. Because the 
diameter of the needle is larger away 
from its tip, the needle obstructs 
more of the jet area and less fuel can 
flow. When you rotate the twist 
grip, you are actually controlling 
both the size of the air passage in the 
carburetor and the size of the fuel 
passage through the needle jet. 


EMULSION 


When throttle slide is pulled all the way 
up, carb behaves like a fixed-venturi 
type and fuel flow tends to increase 
faster than airflow. This is corrected by 
bleed air brought to the needle jet. If the 
bleed air goes into the fuel tube through 
small holes, it is called an emulsion 
tube. 
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At some position of the throttle 
slide, say halfway open, there will 
be some fuel-air ratio which should 
be just right for the engine. Suppose 
it isn’t. You adjust the amount of 
fuel flow in any of three ways. 

The needle, sometimes called jet 
needle, is attached to the bottom of 
the throttle slide by a clip which fits 
into a groove on the needle. Usually 
there are three or five grooves near 
the top of the needle. If you move 
the clip to a different groove, the 
needle will be positioned higher or 
lower, with respect to the bottom of 
the throttle slide. 

If you determine that the engine is 
running lean at mid-throttle, it 
needs more fuel. To give it more 
fuel, you move the needle up by 
putting the clip in a lower groove. If 
its running rich, move the needle 
down so it sticks farther into the 
needle jet. 

The entertainment committee is 
even now working up a program to 
tell you if it's rich or lean. 

Moving the clip on the needle is a 
very common tuning adjustment 
and you should do that first if you 
think you have mixture problems at 
mid-throttle. Because the carb is 
assembled with the clip in some 
groove, engine specs and shop 
manuals often tell you which groove 
is the standard location for the clip. 
It is customary to number them from 
the top. Groove No. 2 is the second 
from the top. 

If you can't solve your problem by 
moving the needle up or down, then 
you can try changing the needle jet. 
They are stamped with a number 
and a larger number means a larger 
hole. If you decide the mixture is 
lean, switch to the next larger size 
needle jet. 

The needle will tell you what to 
do. If you are trying to make the 
mixture more rich, for example, you 
will gradually walk the clip down to 
the bottom groove. If that isnt 
enough, put the clip back in the 
middle groove and start playing 
with a larger jet. 

As a last resort before advertising 
your super motorcycle in Cycle 
News Central, you can try switching 
to a different needle, because they 
are made in different sizes and 
shapes with identification numbers. 
Everything I have advised you to do 
so far has been straightforward and 
forthright. Switching needles calls 
for cunning. 

If you have such a rare and 


astonishing problem as to require a 
needle change, others with your 
brand and model of scooter will 
have had the same problem. Some 
will have solved it! The cunning part 
is to find out what they did. The 
regular way is to buddy up to the 
parts man who sold the’ needles, or 
the mechanic who did the job. You 
will naturally think of irregular 
ways also. 

"Why don’t they use this great 
type of carburetor on cars?" 

A very good question. Sometimes 
they do. But usually car engines 
havealot of cylinders and only one 
carb to serve them all. The various 
cylinders take mixture whenever 
they need some, but with a lot of 
cylinders drawing through one 
carburetor, the airflow through the 
venturi is nearly constant at any 
particular throttle setting. 

Assume this car engine has a 
carburetor with a throttle slide that 
moves up and down. When the slide 
is down, there is a high vacuum in 
the intake manifold because all the 
cylinders want some air and not 
much is coming in. The vacuum 
tends to pull the throttle slide 
toward the engine and wedge it 
tightly in its bore so it can't move up 
and down. Bad news. It doesn't 
work. 

Motorcycles typically have one 
carb for one cylinder so there isn't a 
steady vacuum pulling on the slide 
— there are only pulses of vacuum 
each time the cylinder breathes in. 
That allows the slide to move freely 
up and down. 

Automobiles with one carb serving 
one or two cylinders can use 
variable-venturi carbs with moving 
slides. The English S.U. carburetor, 
used on MG, Morris and other 
brands, has a slide that moves 
vertically. 


FULL THROTTLE OPERATION 

The motorcycle carburetor isn't as 
simple as I have made it sound so 
far. It has different modes of 
operation and the best way to cover 
them is one at a time. Let's start with 
wide-open throttle (WOT) because 
thats WOT's important to most of 
you guys. 

At WOT, the throttle slide is 
pulled up as far as your strong 
muscles can get it and the bottom of 
the slide no longer protrudes down 
into the air passage. The venturi is 
made just by the shape of the 
passage in the carburetor. 
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The reduced air pressure in the 
venturi still draws fuel up through 
the needle jet, but the needle is also 
pulled up as high as it can go. Just 
the tip of the needle sticks into the 
jet. As far as the needle and jet are 
concerned, they are set to allow 
maximum fuel flow because the 
throttle is wide open. 

It would be possible to make 
needle and jet sizes so in this 
situation they work together to 
deliver the correct amount of fuel 
flow into the air stream. 

But that wouldn't be very smart 
because it would deny us the 
flexibility of adjusting fuel flow at 
mid-throttle by changing the needle 
position or the jet size. It is more 
convenient to have a separate adjust- 
ment for maximum fuel flow at full 
throttle and save the needle and jet 
variations for control of part-throttle 
mixtures. 

Therefore, at the bottom of the 
fuel tube leading up to the needle 
jet, there is another jet with a 
calibrated hole size — called the 
main jet. The main jet is submerged 
in gasoline in the float bowl. It limits 
the maximum amount of fuel that 
can enter the fuel tube and go up to 


TIRED TIRES 


A precision tire gauge that's reliable, 
fully guaranteed and reasonably priced. 
Automatically compensates for changes 
in altitude and temperature. Bourdon 
tube principle gives greater accuracy 
than common plunger-type gauges. 
Comes with a lifetime guarantee. 

Only $6.95. 


Tire Gauges at $6.95 


Waterproofers at $1.95 
add 75c postage/handling per item. 


Vt. residents add 326 sales tax. 


Enclosed is my check/money order. Please send me 
prs. Trail Glasses at $6.95 


the needle jet. In the fuel path there 
are effectively two "control valves" 
in series. The main jet size does not 
change when you twist the throttle, 
but you can take it out and replace it 
with a larger or smaller size, so it is a 
control. After the fuel passes through 
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Fuel jets look like this in cross-section. 
Reduced diameter portion of center 
hole is precision drilled to exact jet size. 
If this hole gets plugged with dirt, clean 
it with air blast or soft wood splinter. 
Do not poke wire through jet, as this 
will enlarge hole size. Jets usually 
screw in place with screwdriver slot or 
hex head. Jet size number is stamped 
on part. 
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SCRATCHY LENSES 


One pair of these glasses has survived 
over 16,000 trail miles of testing. Spe- 
cially tempered lenses resist scratches. 
Unique design keeps eyes tear free 
even at 80 mph. Other features: 

— fog resistant 

— super strong Acrylic frames 

— 180? curved wire earbows 

Only $6.95 
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the main jet, it goes through the 
needle jet where the size of the 
opening is varied according to 
throttle-slide position. 

The size of the main jet has some 
effect on fuel flow at all positions of 
the throttle slide. Also, the needle 
and needle jet have some effect on 
maximum fuel flow even when the 
throttle slide is pulled all the way 
up. 

However, the adjustment is simpli- 
fied because we use one control for 
one purpose and the other for 
another. 

Normally, you find the correct 
size of the main jet by making engine 
performance tests at WOT. When 
you find the main jet size that works 
best, thats it. Then you adjust 
needle position and needle jet size to 
control the amount of fuel flow over 
most of the part-throttle range of 
operation — when you want less 
than maximum fuel flow anyway. 

After you make full-throttle tests 
to establish main jet size, then you 
make half-throttle tests to choose 
needle position or jet size. 
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Before leaving the happy condition 


WET SOCKS 


This boot waterproofer has a 
special wax formula that stays in 
the leather longer. Not oily or 
greasy. It penetrates the leather 
without softening or stretching it. 
Keeps water from getting to your 
socks. But doesn't end up there 
itself. It works! Only $1.95. 
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of WOT, there is one more thing. 
Imagine you have just opened the 
throttle all the way. The bike runs 
fast and then faster, drawing in still 
more air through the venturi. 

When the throttle slide is pulled 
all the way up, it isn't a variable- 
venturi carb anymore. Between that 
point and the maximum speed of the 
motorcycle, the carb is acting just 
like the non-variable type and is 
subject to the same basic problem — 
the mixture gets richer as airflow 
increases. 

To tailor mixture for this running 
condition, a small air passage is 
made in the body of the carb, to 
bring outside air directly to the 
vicinity of the needle jet. This extra 
air is called bleed air or sometimes 
primary air. It may be brought into 
the fuel tube through some small 
holes in the side of the tube. If so, it 
mixes with the gasoline on the way 
up to the needle jet, forming an 
emulsion of fuel and air bubbles. A 
fuel tube with holes to admit bleed 
air is called an emulsion tube. 

Another way to bring bleed air 
into the carb is with a pocket 
surrounding the needle jet. The 
bleed air and the fuel both flow out 
into the venturi passage, with the 
fuel surrounded by the moving bleed 
air column. 

Either way, the bleed air tends to 
compensate for mixture enrichment 
at increasing airflow rates due to a 
fixed venturi size. As we will see in a 
later report, an engine running at 
maximum power wants some mix- 
ture enrichment anyway, so the 
bleed air is set to allow just the right 
amount. 

Some carburetors have replaceable 
bleed air jets to allow adjustment of 
the amount of air in the bleed 
passage. Most do not and the bleed 
passage is just drilled to the correct 
size or has a non-removable jet 
installed in it. 

Normally, bleed air is not con- 
sidered to be a carb tuning adjust- 
ment. 


OTHER MODES OF OPERATION 

There are three other modes of 
carb operation — starting, idling 
and small throttle openings. We 
have a committee working on that to 
give you a full report at the next 
meeting. 

When we have gone through all 
the basics, we'll show some pictures 
of carburetors and go through the 
carb set-up procedures. o 
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and easy operation. e Double thickness, wear & weather 
resistant nylon webbing with 4500 pound break strength. 
è Electrostatically applied vinyl-coated hooks prevent mar- 
ring of chrome or painted surfaces. @ Serrated tooth cam- 
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regardless of road conditions or terrain. 
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VANTASTIC! 
The allnew AutoReports 


with a special issue on vans, conversions, 
paint jobs, clubs... and stories on the 


exciting ’75 autos. ONLY 
$1.00 


< ; ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 


Auto Reports ~er 


THE MOTOR WORLD TODay 


VAN SPECIAL Address 


P.O. Box 317 City 
Encino, California 91316 State 


Enclose $1.00 plus 50€ for postage and handling for each copy ordered. 


DG Logo 
TEAM 
HELMET! .. 
$45.95 ^ 


Use your head for 
KRW's best grade of 
helmet manufactured 
specially for DG. 
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/ SHOCK LAY-DOWN KIT 
$109.95 (most models) 


The ultimate in suspension. 3-way 
adjustable. Includes complete Lay- 
Down Swing Arm Assembly of chro- 
moloy with bronze bushings and 
Top Assembly Mounting Bracket. 
(Welding required on top bracket). 
Available for: CR125, CR250, 125YZ, 
and Husky. (Soon Available for 
TM125, TM250, TM400, MX250-500). 


UMS PON 

eee ap n. } 
Forward-Mount Swing Arms 
Available for: CR125, CR250, XR75, 


250YZ, MX250-500, TM125, TM250, 
TM400, KX125, KX250, KX450, Husky, 


Monarch. 
ET 
LAY-DOWN EEE 


TOP KIT gps 
$26.95 I 
CR125,250  " 

MX250-500 pmo 


Available separately from Lay-Down 
Kit. 


FORWARD MOUNT TOP KIT 
for CR125, 250, XR75 $16.95 


SWING ARM BUSHINGS ^» 
Bronze. CR125, 250, EA 
TM125, 250. $12.95 ] 


chromoly with gold-anodized cad- 
mium plating. Heliarc welded for 
max. strength. Won't scratch, chip 
or peel. Stock components fit. 
Frame only 

$295.00 


$325.00 


*SOON AVAILABLE nee CR 
MONO-FRAME WITH TWIN 
PARALLEL SHOCKS. * 


B ; t | MIKUNI 
XR75 9 g i m $35.95 
YZ80 Tr 30mm ER 
DG's Mono-shock frame uses 4130 Us for tac 
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NEW PIPES | NEW PIPES FOR 1975 | 1975 


The TORQUER 


Completely new design. 


CR125 ... $48.95, CR250 ... $58.95 


The TORQUER-TOO $48.95 for 
KX125, KS125, TM125, YZ125, YZ80 


The HI-TORQUER 


CR125, CR250 $69.95 


for the hot new Honda 
with spark arrester 
Enduro Pipes also for 

MT125 ($47.95), MT250 ($57.95), 
MR50 ($42.95). 


TIGER TORQUER-A 
All aluminum for XR75 


Available soon for other 
makes and models. 


Steel Tiger Torquer, XR75 .... $32.95 
XL70 and SL70 ^. $31.95 


NEW CR250 RADIAL HEAD 
$64.95 


NEW 


13 radial fins for superior cooling. 


NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW 
DG DOES IT AGAIN! 


17-FIN CR125 RADIAL HEAD. 
Still only $39.95 


p — Large 

Ri P. sati volume 
x x a i a INTAKE 
À Ns d ^N MANIFOLD 

x NA. for 30mm Mikuni 

E^ sz YE $6.95 


AIRBOOT /& 
for adapting |^ 
30mm Mikuni ' 
to CR125. 
$5.95 


5552 La Palma Avenue East = Anaheim, California 92806 m 714/996-4430 


| NEW! REPLICA TANK | REPLICA TANK 


$41.95 


Exact "RC" Replica Gas Tank. 
Maico-type fiberglass construction 
like the big enduro bikes . . . Bultaco 
Montessa, Penton, etc. Looks like 
the Honda Factory Race Team 
equipment. Honda Red or DG Yel- 
low. Uses stock Honda gas cap. 


DG's 100cc KIT for CR125 


$250.00 
complete 


New concept, no reed. Includes: 
Radial Head, Mikuni Carb, Cylinder 
Liner, Piston, Rings, Gasket, press- 
ing cylinder liner into your barrel 
and custom porting. 


est 
SA 
e Opes 81cc 
BIG 
SO m 
: and SL70 
Increase engine displacement to 


KIT 

for XR75 
maximum permitted in Mini-cycle 
class. Includes: high-compression 


piston, rings, pin, cir-clips and 
gasket ete tori $32.95 
DG MX SOCKS ............... $6.95 
Hi-qual., yellow 'n blue, 9096 


acrylic, 1096 elastic, one size fits all. 


DG Super LEATHERS $69.95 


XR75 
Aluminum 
EXHAUST 
MANIFOLD 
FLANGE 
$4.95 


NEW! CR AIR BOX 
A DG Original. Completely en- 
closed; dust-proof; waterproof. 
Uses Penton-type Foam Filter 
Element (the Phase II by JT). 
Larger air volume for increased 
performance. 

$39.95 " 
filter included 


NEW) 


Book of Tricks 
for 1975 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


5700 


SHOCKS 


$54.95/pr. 
The “rebuildable” 
in 11.75 or 13". 


SHOCK COOLER 
Finned aluminum shock body with 
larger fluid capacity. For 11.9 and 
12.9 Koni; 11.75 and 13" BOGE. 
$44.95/pr. 


NEW! The hard-to-find 


GIRLING GAS SHOCK [IT] 
12" and 13". 


DG CHAIN LUBE .......... 
Allan-Head Bolt Set .... 
CR125 Clutch Springs .. 
DG logo HOT HAT ........ $1.25 


DG logo SUN VISOR .... $2.95 
DG yellow with blue logo, adjust- 
able strap. 

DG logo T-SHIRT $4.50 
100% cotton, assorted colors, S-M-L. 
DG logo Racing Jersey $12.95 
Hy atl. nylon. Gold with blue logo. 
DG logo SWEATSHIRT $7.95 
Hi goaL, 50% polyester, 50% cotton, 


$1.65 
$3.95 
$6.95 


DG Super 
FORK OIL 


DG GLOVES 
Trick-looking, 


Heat-resistant, eire ob 
non-foaming. S-M-L. $17.95 


¿16 oz. $1.25 


"SES 


eos : 


FORK 
BOOTS $7.95/pr 


Protects front fork works. 


ASK EXPERT 
Continued from page 10 
clean enough to eat off. I'm only 15 
years old and am crazy about bikes. 
On the average, how often should I 
replace the rings, piston, connecting 
rod bearing, brake shoes, air filter 
and chain? After changing the rings 
how long should I break it in? What 
brand of oil (bean, preferably) do 
you suggest to mix with my gas and 
use in the gearbox? I plan to move 
my shocks forward on a U.S. Sports 
swingarm and I wanted to know 
which type of shocks you think 
would work the best, considering 
dampening characteristics, rebuild- 
ability, and just overall reliability 
(Konis with Poppys, Boge/Mul- 
hollands with Timmer coolers, Bil- 
steins or Kayabas). Which is better, 
moving up the shocks or laying them 
down? What size Champion Gold 
Palladium should I use? 

John Bercik 

Spartanburg, South Carolina 


When I am maintaining a two- 
stroke MXer to top efficiency, I use 
the following limits: 

l. Replace rings when end gap 

exceeds .006 greater than stock. 

2. Piston and bore job when gap 
exceeds .003 over stock. 

3. Lower end when vertical play 
exceeds .002. 

4. Brake shoes when worn to half 
original thickness. 

5. Clean and re-oil after every 
race — replace when torn or 
foam gets stretched. 

6. Chain (when stretched) exceeds 
half link longer than new 

7. WFO if all clearances are OK 
(no break-in). 

8. Konis/Poppys or Bilsteins in a 
lay-down, NOT FMS. 

9. Read Champion's pamphlet on 
how to read plugs (altitude, 
temperature, relative humid- 
ity); all affect jetting and plug 
heat range. 

Happy berms. 


WOULD YOU BUY A USED BIKE 
FROM PP? 

Ihave one of your old motorcycles 
(a 1969 Factory TM-250, RH69 Su- 
zuki). I would like to know if you 
have any background on the mo- 
torcycle: horsepower ratings, etc. 
Where can I get parts for the ma- 
chine? Or do you have any old parts 
kicking around for it? Also, what did 
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you think of the bike when you had 
it? It walks away from anything 
made now. 
Thanks for your time and maybe 
we might meet sometime. 
John Plemons 
Hawthorne, California 
P.S. It's the one with the single 
pipe, not the twin pipe. 


LINK-LOK 


THE MASTER LINK 
RETAINER THAT 


I often wonder what happens to 
some of my old, one-off factory spe- 
cials. The RD69 was actually a step 
backwards from the earlier twin-pipe 
250. The twin-pipe 250s were good 
for an honest 26 hp with a 3500 to 
7500 rpm powerband. Then, when 
the Japanese first came out with the 

Continued on page 84 


LOCKS ON — STAYS ON 
(UNTIL YOU TAKE IT OFF) 


AVAILABLE FOR SIZE 
520 AND 428 CHAIN 


KIT COMES COMPLETE INCLUDING 


DIAMOND MASTER LINK 
with MODIFIED PLATE and 
LINK-LOK TEMPERED 
SPRING STEEL RETAINER and 


INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 


Send Check or Money Order 
LONG/RUN PRODUCTS Box 455 
Montclair, CA 91763 


or write for information 


NAMES. 2 ees fm oO. ADDRESS. 
CITY. STATE ZIP. 
QUAN SITZE BRETTEN $1.25 each kit plus 50c for postage and handling 


LOLI 


July 73 
250 Husky 
6-Speed 


Aug. 73 
Silencer 
Shootout 


to Crash 


Aug. 72 
Sand Riding 


Nov. 72 
Trail Riding Apr. 74 
Cylinder 

Boring 


Sept. 73 
Silencer 
Shootout 


Dec. 72 
Husky 125 
June 74 

Plastic 


IU Sprockets 


ae Penton Speaks 


2-Stroke Oils 
July 74 

Spring Rates 
Decoded 


Nov. 73 
Trail 
Trickery 


Feb. 73 
Jetting 


Mar. 73 
- How Pros 
Maintain Bikes 


Aug. 74 
New CZ 250 


Jan. 74 
Vibration- 
proofing lights 
Sept. 74 
KX125: 
Rotary Rocket 


` April 73 
Kawasaki 
250 Test 


Feb. 74 
-The Steel 
Wombat 


IKE see 
BACK 


ISSUES 


Oct. 74 
Chain Lube 
Shootout 


Dec. 74 
Riverbottom 


Grand Prix Feb. 75 


Shoulder Pad 
Shootout 


Nov. 74 
1975 Maico: 
The Best Yet 


Jan. 75 
PUCH 175 
ISDT 


DIRT BIKE Magazine 


Back Issues Dept. 05-7 
Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


May 73 
250 Enduro 
Shootout 


Circle issue desired. Enclose check or money order 
for 75¢ per issue plus 25¢ per issue for postage and 
handling. For issues after October ‘74, enclose 
$1.00 plus 25¢ per issue 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE. 


Mar. 74 
The Art of 
Towing 


June 73 
Block Passing 


Enclose entire ad. 
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_ 4902 STEVENS CREEK BLVD. 
y 9 == NOGUCHI SAN JOSE, CA 95129 
PHONE (408) 243-7149 


Farfetched? Not at all. Until 

now, only Yamaha racing teams 

mam have utilized the ultra horsepower 
tape Parts designed by TANEHARU 
sg NOGUCHI. But now it's your 
rnm om turn. Noguchi is offering two- 


weise stage parts conversion kits for 


s m 725 Yamahas. These are hot kit: 
" for serious competitors and riders who 
6 7 8 s w n want the most performance from their 

CS TRI bikes. The Stage | starter kit increases the normal 


20 horsepower to 27. The Stage Il kit increases horsepower to 
a phenomenal 30 and reduces weight by nine pounds. 
All kits are complete and come with explicit instructions and 
Noguchi decals. (For complete parts list, see order form below.) 
Noguchi ultra-horsepower conversion kits are available through 
Moto-Fast, special distributors for the entire line of Noguchi 
racing parts. j 


Stage | Motocross and TT Kit. 
Kit includes: Chromed Alloy Cylinder, Head Gasket, Cylinder 
Gasket, Piston With Pin And Clips, Piston Ring, Reed Valve 
Gasket, Large Volume Reed Valve, High Or Low Pipe, 
Blendzall Racing Castor, Noguchi Decals and 

Instructions. Shipped Prepaid, complete, only $206.50 Stage Il 
Motocross and TT Kit. Kit includes: Alloy Cylinder Head, Head 
Gasket, Special Piston, Piston Ring, Special Connecting Rod, 
Silver Cage Rod Bearing, Four-Petal Reed Valve, Reed Valve 
Gasket, Large Volume Carb Manifold, Carb Clamp, Special 
28mm Aluminum Carb, Main Jets (2), Silenced Low Pipe, 
Blendzall Racing Castor, Noguchi Decals. Shipped Prepaid, 


75 ALLOY MAICOS 


HUB 
WITH ALLOY RIMS, TANK, AND 
PLUS SET UP & 


$1498)? we 


ND DMV 
LIMITED OFFER ONLY — ^ 


PHONE: (415) 841-0192 


CAMPUS SUZUKI 
AVE. 
2403 SAN PABLO 
WILL SHIP ANYWHERE BERKELEY, CALIF. 94702 


| 


| COMPLETE sr, 


OCK or 
BEL RAY QI DIRT BIKE 
L PR s 
EXPERT MECHARUSTS 
MAIL ORDER | 
Te Pare 


Trophy Cycles Sa 


(415) 961-1550 


300 E! Cami, 
3 no, 
Me. View, Calitomia 94040 


NO COST MAIL 


HONDA 


We Have Larg 
Parts: Write 


ORDER PARTS 


VESPA 
Stock Current & 0 
or Call for Price vas RUNS ids 
SPRING SPE 
4 Cylinder Honda rd 


2 for $3.00 Reg. $3.74 each 


When ordering 
: Parts, pl : 
Engine & Frame / pease supply Make: Year: Model: 


THING GODZ ALANCH 
IL E TO 
GETERBILT TRUCKS THE GL MIGHTY Jog RNADO AcT 
HOO TRAINS COW 2 


OU 
Gm LEAN DEERS Pigs p NATTENTI 
: UGS T. ON 
VOLI, RPAPERS wonn Tne SS UCS ELEPHONE POLES R 
SOLCANOES EATUR M ROAD VANDALIs 
WEAVILS ABANDONMENT Ro S GALLING ROCK FALLING o 


i e LOWEST COST 
IX. MOTORCYCLE 
MAY INSURANCE 

"Jm V7 available? 

56) INSURANCE SERVICES 


can offer you savings from 10% to 30%. 


ALL MOTORCYCLES ARE ACCEPTABLE. 
COVERAGE IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 


GILL COLLECT dis) 462-3811 
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Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The1975 mo- 
torcyclist's catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
v€0e06060000000009€09 
Please enclose 50€ for postage and 
handling. For APO, FPO and foreign 
countries include $1.50 DB-7 


Name — 2 
Address 

City 
State Zip 


s 515 N. Victory Blvd.. 
H Burbank, Calif. 91502 
u 

"B UNV ENTER (213)849-1295 


ASK EXPERT 
Continued from page 81 


single-pipe 250, they had not quite 
figured out how to spell motocross 
without throwing in a couple of R's 
for "road racing." The engine was 
very quick, but we couldn't get a 
dyno reading below 5000 nor above 
7000. In that area, from five to 
seven, it was very quick with almost 
28 horses to the rear wheel. It was 
interesting trying to shift while still 
in a power slide exiting a corner. 
The first factory job I got was so 
pipey I thought there was something 
wrong with it, so they sent me out a 
second one which was equally as 
bad. The rest of the engine was 
fairly bomb-proof; it had a good 
clutch and a very strong gearbox. I 
could usually get first man to the 
first turn in a drag race, and usually 
last man out of the first turn because 
of the powerband and poor 
handling. The later vintage bikes 
were made super-light; the one you 
have weighs in at about 235 pounds. 

I would imagine that most of the 
parts from the later TM's will fit in 
that prototype engine. Thank heaven 
they improved them a great deal 
since then. o 


Special Application 
EXHA UST SYSTEMS 


Available for street or dirt machines T & M 
Expansion Chambers give you better torque 
out of the corners and let you wind down 
the straightaways. 


Try one of our new special application, tuned 
racing exhaust systems, to give your machine 
maximum. horsepower. Available for Honda: 

MR-50 MT-125 
SL, XL-70 MT-250 
XR-75 YZ-125 
CR-125 KX-125 
CR-250 TM-125 
and also available for over 60 other models! 


= 


We now offer porting as one of our 
specialties as well as many other 
quality performance accessories. 
Porting from stage 1 to stage 4, for 
the Honda CR-125 & CR-250. 


THE LIGHTWEIGHT 


Two years of research and development have 
gone into this exceptionally light, rigid and 
virtually unbreakable aluminum swing arm. 

Built to exacting aircraft standards, the arm 
is fully heat treated and comes with both 
standard and mid-mount shock positions, and 
an extra inch of axle slot. 

This unit, complete with precision nylon 
bushings, hard-chromed pin, 4130 steel chain 
adjusters and aluminum wheel spacers, for 
most Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha and Kawasaki 
dirt bikes. 


Dealers Inquires Invited! 


Send $1.00 for our complete T & M performance catalog. 


2110-E East McFadden, Santa Ana, Cal., 92705 


& 


engineering 


NEW DE 


"BUYERS 
GUIDE 


The new 1975 Dirt Bike Buyers Guide 
is your handy reference to dirtbike 
equipment, accessories and 
services. Compiled by the 
Dirt Bike Staff, the 


4 7 


ei Buyers Guide gives 


oe 


you all the straight 


DIRT BIKE BUYERS GUIDE 
P.O. Box 317 Encino, 
California 91316 
Please send___copylies) of the Dirt Bike 


Buyers Guide. Enclosed is $2.00 plus 25¢ 
postage & handling for each copy. 
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THE RADIATOR 
announcing the better. 
Radial Head 


for the 


available soon for; CR-250 


The tremendous cooling capabilities of this 
Radial Head noticably increases performance 
and because it eliminates detonation it is the 
best insurance you can buy against piston 
siezure and rod bearing failure! 


Swing Arm Bushings for the 

CR & MT 125 and 250. — | i 
XR-75 Intake Manifolds. — "T 
XR-75 Piston Sets. 1 
Contoured Intake & Exhaust 

Valves for XR-75. 


Ultra High Performance Cam. 


DIRT BIKE 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
KEEPS YOU 
ABOVE THE 


CROWD! 


Every issue is filled with what’s happening 
on the dirt bike scene. 


Big race coverage - color photos 
of your favorite riders - product 
evaluations - tech info and 
“how to” articles... and 
outstanding columns by 
the Dirt Bike staff! 


DON’T MISSA SINGLE 
ISSUE... Only 
$7.50 for 12 issues. 
(A SAVINGS 
OF $4.50) or 
$14 for 24 
issues (YOU 
SAVE $70). 


ACT NOW! 


Beginning with the 

September 1975 issue 
Dirt Bike Magazine 
subscriptions will cost $9.00 
for12issuesand$17 for24issues. 


IVORI JEVORTE wacazıne P.O. BOX 317 Encino, California 91316 D5-7 


Subscriptions outside the United States, its possessions and Canada, add $2 for postage. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Ä U $7.50 — 12 ISSUES O $7.50 — 12 ISSUES 
| D $14 — 24 ISSUES O $14 — 24 ISSUES 
DBG DBG 
| NAME NAME 
| ADDRESS I = o žřž ADDRESS 
| By I CITY 
| STATE ZIP STATE ZIP 
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1975 MOTOCROSS ACTION & 
TRANS-AMA SPECIAL =~ 


ALUMINUM CYCLE TIE-DOWN RACKS 
Removable Wheel Chocks for Trucks & Vans 
Holds up to 3 Cycles 


The Tie-Down Bars are bolted to the floor of a truck or van, the Wheel Chock is simply 
placed on the Bar. The cycle wheel (front or back) holds the Chock down on the Tie - 
Down Bar while the Chock holds the wheel in place. The cycle can then be tied down. 
20" Tie-Down Bars for one cycle set up and 64" Tie-Down Bars will hold up to 3 cycles. 
By using extended (5") Chocks, the Tie-Down Bar can often be placed under the seats 
hiding it completely. The Chocks can be staggered, thus avoiding damaged grips. When 
the cycle is not in place, the Chocks can be set aside out of the way. 


Patent opplied for 


HYNES PRODUCTS 
1385 MORAN 
ROCK SPRINGS, WYO. 82901 


Send Check or Money Order Only 


Additional Information upon Request 
= — — e e Hmm i — i Ru je ru ue eee eee ee ee — HE ie —Á — A 


Number 
20" Tie-Down Bar @ $10.00 each = $___ NAME 
——— 64" Tie-Down Bar @ $15.00 each = $ — 
Regular Chock — € $19.95 each = $.  . ADDRESS 
Extended Chock @ $19.95 each = $____ 
——____Tie-Down Strap @$ 8.95each- $___ CITY 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $—— STATE ZIP 


The photo-action story of the Trans- 
AMA. All the excitement and thrills 
of the big races! All the leaps, skids, 
slides and mud. 


MOTOCROSS ACTION TRANS-AMA 
P.O. Box 317 Encino, California 91316 


P dus ORC X 

Please send. copy(s) of MXA Trans-AMA. En- | — ^^ R2 
closed is $1.50 plus 50¢ postage & handling foreach 4 ON! 
copy. r 
Name i ORDER YOUR 
salle | COPY NOW 50 
2 i 

I 


State 


250 HONDA Continued from page 48 

What broke during testing? The 
rear pipe bracket snapped at the 
frame crossmember. The steel is very 
thin and it would probably be a 
good idea to beef the brackets up 
before they break. A rear motor 
mount cracked. Small crack in the 
rear fender at the mount. The 
transmission drain plug bailed out, 
luckily just as our rider was com- 
pleting his last lap. He pulled into 
the pits just as the last three drops of 
transmission oil dripped to the 
ground. We put in a new drain plug, 
added oil and the tranny worked 
fine. 


And now a word about good ol’ 
Honda four-stroke... ah, two- 
stroke dependability. One. staffer 
has lived with a CR250 for the past 


two years. It's been cowtrailed, 
motocrossed, enduroed and Two 
Day’d. It’s been cut, welded, 


forward mounted, ported, fork 
kitted, MT'd and otherwise modi- 
fied. Significant problems after two 
years of typical meticulous put gas 
and oil in it and go riding care. 
Once, after a crash, it took two kicks 
to start and five seconds to clean out 
after being upside down. And a 
couple of times the plug was wet 
fouled when the gas was left on 
overnight. One of the twin bottom 


frame tubes broke near the down- 
Continued on page 89 


BAY AREA 
BULTACO 


Mail Order parts & 
accessories 


Pomeroy replica frame 
modifications 


Full service -- 


Bultaco only 
Plastic boots 
available 
send 25c for catalogue 
1352 Centinela Ave. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90025 
(213) 826-7856 


DIRT BIKE 


Look inside 
and vou can See the 


difference 
that makes ND the 
putnerformer 


Unretouched Photos 


MOST PLUGS 


With most plugs, the center electrode Ey 
is held in place by powder. Cold or heat 
or vibration can break the powder down, 
allow combustion gases to flow through. 
There goes performance. 


ND PLUGS 


ND's center electrode is fused right to 

the insulator with a copper glass seal. 

; This guarantees excellent conductivity 

| for electricity and heat. And a superior 
gas seal. Even under severe 

' temperature extremes. 


RETTEN 


m 
às 


Vo PCBs 


In every ND spark plug, the center electrode is fused 
right to the insulator by a special copper glass seal. This 
means the ND electrode can never separate from the 
insulator, never come loose. You are guaranteed excellent 
heat conductivity and superior gas seal out. You never 
have to worry about pre-ignition or overheating at high 
speeds, or carbon fouling at low speeds. 


In addition, the housing and insulator of ND spark The world's largest 
plugs are made into a single unit with a special electric : 
heat sealing to be perfectly gas and pressure-proof even producer of electrical 
at high temperatures. parts for motorcycles. 

Make your next choice ND. All the biggest names in Nippondenso of Los Angeles, Inc. 


motorcycles use ND electrical parts. 857 East 230th Street. Carson, California 90745 


NOW YOU CAN DO 
IT IN THE DIRT... 


as a member of the 


INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOCROSS 
ASSOCIATION 


Membership in this exciting new in-group is open to all dirt riding enthusiasts. Hey, it's 
easy to join — and right now is the best time to do it! 


SPECIAL 


CHARTER 6 50 
: FOR ONE YEAR 


MEMBERSHIP 


OFFER if you join before June 30, 1975 


After June 30 membership will be $8.00 per year 


As a member of the International Motocross Association you will receive your membership card 
(with CHARTER MEMBER on it if you join before June 30) with your own sanctioned IMA number 
that you can wear when racing; a colorful, embroidered patch to sew on your jacket, racing jersey 
or jeans; an official IMA sticker to put on your bike, pick-up or van; a key chain with the official 
IMA emblem and a monthly newsletter to keep you up on all the dirt and motocrossing 
happenings. 


We are planning to hold regional drawings to send IMA members 
to top motocross races, all expenses paid. We will also have 
available official IMA T-shirts, racing jerseys, beer mugs, coffee 
cups, belt buckles and many other items. 


Join now . . . encourage your friends to join. Start a racing 
club...future plans include sponsorship of regional 
motocross races. 


WE'RE READY TO ROLL... HOW ABOUT YOU? 


= 
INTERNATIONAL MOTOCROSS ASSOCIATION | 
P.O. Box 317 Encino, California 91316 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


/ am turned on... please enroll me as a member of the 
International Motocross Association. | have enclosed my $6.50 
for Charter Membership. 


D5-7 


Name 


Address 
City 
State Zip 


250 HONDA Continued from page 86 
tube juncture. That's been it. Cow- 
trailer reliability. 

Our test bike was still strong at the 
end of the testing. It was always 
running and there was always 
somebody waiting to climb on, even 
the guys who said they weren't that 
crazy about it. 


BITS & PIECES 

Doherty-type handgrips. 

Good rubber accordion-type lever 
covers, not so easy to button up. 

Teensy tiny gas cap opening. It's 
vented. 

D.I.D. shoulderles alloy rims, 
one rimlock up front, two out back. 

Footpegs are serrated, spring 
loaded and folding. 

Foot levers are aluminum. We 
suggest the old drill-some-holes-in- 
the - shift - lever - to - protect - the - 
shaft routine. 

Gas tank is 
gallons. 

Ignition is still points, unlike the 
CR125. Can't figure out why. 

Rubber. Bridgestone four-ply ny- 
lon. 3.00x21 and 4.00x18. The 4.00 
rear measures out to about 4% 
inches. Irregular, erratic knob 
pattern. 

Good hard-surfaced paint on the 
frame. Al Baker told us it costs twice 
as much to have it sandblasted off 
for the red paint treatment. 

Depending on riding style, some 
may occasionally fry their right leg 
near the front of the up-pipe. This 
Continued on page 91 


ENDURO 


alloy, holds 1.8 


* Proven Effective. .. Won Texas State and 
Florida State Enduro Championships. . .Used 
By Top National Enduro Riders. 


(713) 777-3131 | Houston 
PES DECH 9002 Marinette Texas 77036 
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"Don't rust, don't stretch, don't draw blood" DIRT BIKE, August '73. 

Add strength and stability to your wheels. 

For the serious rider who demands the strongest and most secure method of safety wiring. 

Don't let broken spokes spoil the works. 

Try SPOKE TIES and eliminate spoke damage. 

A SPOKE TIE Kit contains enough spoke ties to wire both your wheels and a nifty 

wiring tool. | 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Send $3.50 plus 50¢ postage and handling 


Made exclusively by St. Louis Wire Tie Mfg. Co. Dept. 775 


1712 Macklind Ave., St. Louis, Missouri 63110 
Attention: Mike Kaufmann 
Please send me SPOKE TIE Kit(s) 


[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Enclosed is my check/MO for 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


Name 
Address 
City 


THE BEST OF THE 
DIRT BIKE COLUMNS... 


FOOFARAW 


IN ALL ITS GLORY! 


RAMPANT FOOF — IRRELEVANT ABSURDITY 
TENACIOUS CONFUSION 
from the Staff of DIRT BIKE Magazine 


LOTS OF CARTOONS, TOO! 


rn 7 FOOFARAW 


P.O. BOX 317, ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 
Send $1.49 plus 50 cents for each Foofaraw 
ordered. Enclose check or money order. 
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FOOFARAW CRN 
BE YOURS... 


ONLY $1.49 


Mail form to 
DIRT BIKE Magazine 
Subscription Dept 


. i ; Box 317 
Use this form to notify us at least 6 weeks Encino, CA 91316 
before: you move. Attach address label 
from a recent issue or print your name 


and address exactly as shown on the label. 


New Address 


Current Address 


Name 
Address 
City 

State 

Zip 
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SPECTACULAR 


Black & white 


POSTERS 
17” x 22” 


4. Slidin’ Sideways 


Your face hand painted on 
the dial. Send black and white 
or color photo. 


TERRIFIC 
GIFT, TOO! 


DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


EOIS 


Get your picture with your type of bike on a sturdy 
watch. Eight illustrations to choose from. 


A. 1 yr. service warranty. $19.95 


B. 17 jewel shock and water resistant. Gold tone case 
with stainless steel back. Two-year service warranty. 

C. 17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. 
Silver tone case with stainless steel back. Two-year 
service warranty. 


STICKIES 


$39.95 


$44.95 


HYDRON-COATED 


GOGGLES 


HYORON CSATED 
GOGGLES. 


as 


Now you can show 'em where 
the action is! Put your Dirt 
Bike or Motocross Stickie on 
your gas tank, helmet or any 
unusual place that will make 
you stand out. Both stickies 
are 3-5/8" x 2-7/8". Only a 
mere 25 cents each, 5 for a 
buck, 1,000 for $250, 10,000 
for ? 


New coating of 
Miracle Plastic Hy- 
dron prevents 
fogging. Adjustable 
strap-fits every- 
one. 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRE 
NAME. 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


POSTERS : 
O $1.50 each plus 50g for postage and handling 
O $5.00 for —4- plus 50g for postage and handling 


BINDERS [ PIGSKIN GLOVES [] 
ODIRT BIKE Indicate quantity 
DMOTOCROSS ACTION pair(s) and size(s) 
$4.45 plus $1.00 postage: $6.95 plus 50g postage and handling 
for each binder ordered. for each pair ordered. 
GOGGLES [ ] 
#70 $6.95 
#90 (wide angle) $9.95 
51.00 for po and hand 


STATE ZIP. 


STICKIES [] 25¢ each, 5 for a buck. 
O DIRT BIKE 
[IMOTOCRO 


age ing ON 


Tough durable binders for those 
dog-eared, priceless old back 
issues of Dirt Bike and Motocross 
Action Magazines. A rich finish with 
the name of the magazine embossed in gold 
on the front and on the spine. 
ORDER YOURS TODAY .. DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAGAZINE BINDERS, very impressive on your 
desk or in your bookcase. Only $4.45 each. 


FLYWHEEL PULLERS 
GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


A flywheel puller - guaranteed for 
life - with a heat-treated center 
bolt. Order yours today and never 
be plagued with breakage again. 


Riders Special 


LONG WEARING 
PIGSKIN GLOVES 


Extruded rubber knuckle and 

thumb protection. Seamless thumb 

for comfort. Sandstone color. Sizes 

^ small, medium, large and 

à X-large. 


A nowonty $ 6 95 
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CT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 
WATCH [] Include Photo 


Indicate: Hair Color Eye Color 


Name on Watch Complexion 
D DESERT RACER 


OMX 


D CHOPPER 

D DRAG RACER 
O ENDURO BIKE O STREET BIKE 
D MINI BIKE D CAFE RACER 
Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. 
indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 


A. $19.95 
B. $39.95 
C. $44.95 


watch (es) 
Watch (es) 
Watch (es) 


Be sure to 


FLYWHEEL PULLER 
Model 


(Yamaha 
O Suzuki 


$8.95 plus 50g postage and handling. 
Year 
C Puch 
GO DKW 
(Penton 


C] Hodaka 
L Ossa 
C] Husky 


C]Sachs 
Bultaco 


250 HONDA Continued from page 89 
wasn't a common complaint. 


SUMMATION 
There are two, sort of. If you're 
into spending some bucks on suspen- 
sion you're looking at a bike some of 
us thought was really neat. But not 
everyone. It's that kind of bike. Love 


it or leave it. Or at least like it a lot if 
you're not the overly emotional sort. 

Summation number two. The 
totally stock bike. An improvement 
over 1973's mind-boggler. It doesn't 
have as much peak horsepower but 
it turns better, the power is wider 


and not so radical, and it's easier to 
ride. Twenty-seven horses is still in 
the ballpark. Consider other peak 
pump readings. Pursang: 28.9, 
Husky: 28.0, Ossa: 27.4, Montesa: 
28.0. The CR is right in there. 

The power alterations reflect a 
change in Honda’s thinking. Instead 
of going for the 30-hp club they 
shifted course and went for less 
radical, wider power. Instead of a 
breathtaking two grand burst up to 
six grand and then shift there’s a 
wider, less wild, run up to 8500 
rpm. 

The ol’ Ready to Race Right Out 
of the Crate Special, the first of its 
breed, now needs some fettling. 
Unless you run smooth tracks you 
have to fix the suspension. And, of 
course, the pipe and hole guys will 
be probing for ponies. 

What’s on the showroom floor is 
not thee 250. Dial in the suspension, 
mainly the shocks, and for some of 
you it probably will be thee 250. For 
others it may be just another 250 in a 
market of near race-ready 250s. It’s 
all happened in the last two years 
since somebody came out with a 
mind-tweaker that made everybody 
get a whole lot better. o 


OCELOT 


Quality Products 


Mini YZ Tank 


One gallon mini MX tank. Length 
is 14" and is a copy of Ocelot's 
famous YZ tank. This tank will 
fit Suzuki TM75, Honda XR75 
using special kit, and Yamaha 
YZ80. Available in white, yellow, 
red, green, blue, silver, and 
orange. Comes complete with 
cap and mounting plate. Ocelot 
offers one year guarantee. 


# 1070 One gallon $34.95 


ST EE ES 
o? $6 Ocelot Eng. o? 96 


PRODUCTS 


950 Kendall Drive 
San Bernardino, California 92407 


Send $1.00 for Catalog 


DC J 
it in the dirt! 


HOW TO GO FAST TECH MANUAL — $1.50 125cc TESTS — $1.50 

on spokes and 

sprockets, jetting and timing, shock mS SUR s CER arcis 
rebuilding . Penton, Suzukl and all the rest. j 


DESERT RACING - $1.50 DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE — $2.00 

All the Inside tips on trick bikes, sand A complete and detalled guide to all 

slammin' and rock rammin'. the equipment and  accessorles 
necessary to be “in” as a rider. 


CRASH AND BURN SPECIAL — $1.50 
Astounding! Gruesome! Bizarre! 100 
Pages of the wildest pucker-power 
photos in existence. 


> XG 
ik 
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DIRT BIKE SPECIALS 


LE 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Please check the publication you 
want to order and the quantity. Be 
" sure to enclose the proper amount of 
money. Add 50 cents postage and 
handling for each copy ordered. 


- 


o 
m 
Rn 


O HOW TO GO FAST 
[] THE BEST OF DIRT BIKE TESTS 
O 125cc TESTS 
[] CRASH AND BURN SPECIAL 
Name O DESERT RACING 
Adress [] MOTORCYCLE RIDER'S GUIDE 

: D DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE MOTORCYCLE RIDER'S GUIDE — $2.00 
City Special all Honda issue .. . complete 
with road tests, tune-up tips and 


State . specifications on all Honda models. 


THE BEST OF DIRT BIKE TESTS — $1.50 
31'? dynamite tests, Husky, Bultaco, 
Honda, Yamaha and many more. 
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o III NR anne 


announces 


THE GREAT YELLOW 


DIRT BIKE READERS' 
PHOTO CONTEST (GYDBRPC) 


Everyone can enter . . . anyone can win! 


The staff will select the winners, using composition, presentation, subject material, tastefulness and what 
kind of mood we're in while we're judging as the criteria. Funny letter will help. But not a lot. 


Prizes will be awarded for Best Photograph (color or black and white), as well as for the Best Enduro, Best 


Motocross, Best Observed Trials, Best Desert, Best Speedway, Best Flattrack, Best Short Track, Best 
Crash & Burn and Best Just Plain Riding Shots. 


That's ten prizes . . . and only time will tell what they will be, but we will be giving away some really good 
photographic stuff. Watch for the list of prizes in our next issue. 


The best part is that we're going to publish every one of the photos that we can fit into a special issue called 
the GYDBRPC PHOTO ALBUM. Wouldn't that be neat to give your aunt on her birthday? 


Here'rethe rules. Black and white entries must be 5x7 or 8x10 glossy, unmounted prints. Color entries must 
be 35mm or 2% mounted transparencies (slides). Technical data would be nice. Send it all to Photo Contest 
(see coupon below). All entries must be postmarked no later than July 12, 1975. All entries become the 
property of Dirt Bike Magazine and Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 


ENTER ONCE... ENTER THRICE... MAKE ANSEL ADAMS CRINGE. 


THE GREAT YELLOW DIRT BIKE READERS'PHOTO CONTEST 
P.O. BOX 317, ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 


Enclosed is my entry in the GYDBRPC. 


TECHNICAL INFO: 
diia CAMERA USED: 
SHUTTER SPEED: 
ae LENS OPENING: 
City FILM USED: 
WHERE SHOT: 
State ar = Žž =- ~- ee Zip OTHER IMPORTANT INFO: 


Use blank sheet of paper for additional entries 


1975 
PHOTO ALBUM 


The most exciting 
collection of 

photos from 

the National 

MX circuit m 
and the zn 
European en 
Grand 


Prix. 


Desert races from Southern California 
and the International Baja. . . even the 
Grand National Skiddin Trail with stars 
like Gary Nixon and Kenny Roberts. 


DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Send check or money order for $2 plus 
25¢ per copy for postage and handling. 
D5-7 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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HOLESHOT Continued from page 12 


heading for your local bike shop. 
You walk in feeling awkward be- 
cause you’ve been there a thousand 
times and you look at the same old 
bikes that are always there and the 
same old stuff that’s always behind 
the counter. Then you spot that 
chest protector that’s been on the 
wall so long it’s got a coat of dust on 
it thick enough to ride on. Suddenly, 
all the uncertainty is gone. Even 
though the only guy who will ride 
with you owns a stock Honda SL125 
and you've never even been to a 
motocross, you know deep in your 
soul that, somehow, the very justifi- 
cation of your existence depends 

pon your possession of a chest 
P And sure enough, your 
moneys down faster than a guy 
racing a DT-1 with bald tires. The 
reaction is comfffete. A word of 
advice: Standing between an in- 
fected biker and Spending is quite 
similar to standing between an 
alligator and water. It's a good way 
to lose portions of your body. A 
person with bike money in his pocket 
has the reasoning power of a 
strung-out eight-year-old drug 
addict. Stand clear. o 


EXPERTS 


TRIUMPH SUZUKI 


of 
POMONA, CAL. 


1090 E. HOLT (714) 623-4431 
CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


NEW 195 LB WORKS REPLICAS 


SUPER CZ GP FORK SPRINGS 19.95 

CZ DID RIMS 34.95 

ELECTRONIC IGNITIONS 99.50 

CHROMOLY BARS (super light) 14.95 
CZ, MAICO, HUSKY BENDS 


Engines by Chenda Lelck 
Rebuilding and Custom porting by a real 
expert. 25 yrs. in the CZ factory. He 
knows his stuff!! 


GP WORKS PORTING 
FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


It's bright orange and blue on the outside and probably 


plush black and white on the inside. . 


. with a bar, 


portable TV and telephone. 


Right . . 
unusual conversion . . 
WORLD MAGAZINE. 


. it's a van. Super paint job, custom interior and 
. and it's all featured in RV VAN 


Great photo coverage of van happenings, how-to articles 
and fun columns by the RV VAN WORLD staff. 


RV VAN WORLD — Only $9.00 for 12 issues (SAVE $3). 


VAN MU 


masazine P.O. Box 317 Encino, California 91316 


| believe . 


send me a subscription to RV VAN WORLD. All subscriptions outside 


the U.S., its possessions and Canada, add $2 for postage 


U 12 Issues — $9.00 
Name  . 
Address . 
City 


State 
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e COLORFUL MADE OF 100% 
e DURABLE PREMIUM COTTON 


, CRANN WITH PRIDE 


ARES eq 


2-3 m O — n 
NM : NT 


(MAGAZINE 


ogorine 


z acin PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 05 

P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 

/ jersey Sizes: S-M-L-XL 
N Tank Shirt Colors: Orange, Yellow, Blue 
Prini e lereier: T-Shirt Colors: White, Red, Yellow 

orced elbows and $ > 
DIRT BIKE emblem} Sweatshirt Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, White 
on both sides. Racin' Jersey: Blue, Red, Yellow 


l 
| 
I 
| 
l 
| 
T-SHIRTS, $4.45 with emblem on front. $5.45 with emblem on both 
l 
I 
| 
I 


sides. SWEATSHIRTS $5.95. TANK SHIRTS $3.95 with emblem on 

front. $4.95 with emblem on both sides. RACIN' JERSEY, $14.95. 

Nevada residents add sales tax. Add 50¢ per shirt for postage 

and handling. 
Name 


pecify designs, sizes Address 
color and type of City l 
TORTE 
is shirt desired. | 


State Zi 


C CUIR cuum ee ee QUEM CD ee ea ee SSS 


In this photo you're taking a sneak 
peek into ace wrench and trick tuner 
Laid Back Lonnie's personal tool 
bin. (Surely you remember, the 
same mechanic mentioned in the 
Feb. DB.) Trick top turkeys know 
that if your tools are laid out 
logically and in a sanitary manner, 
your head will remain in much the 
same condition when you've got the 
tool in your hand and turn back to 
the job at hand. Also, you'll be able 
to tell at a glance if you've left 
anything out. Most likely, if the tool 
you're in desperate need of is not in 
its place in the bin, it's either lying in 
the dirt, stuffed in your back pocket, 
or, worst of all, it's clenched in your 
hand. 

Just look at that plush, genuine 
indoor-outdoor floor covering. Sorta 
lends an air of klass, don't you think? 
The cushy soft foam padding is of 
course optional. 

You might be thinking that Lonnie 


NON-STICK MUD 

Michigan motocrosser Kevin Solon 
came up with a real slickie for all 
you "keep it clean" types. Before 
blasting out into the muck, apply a 
coating of spray-on vegetable oil 
(that's right, the cooking stuff) to 
your expansion chamber (rear 
section), cylinder fins and engine 
cases. Glop that doesn't vibrate or 
slide off can be easily washed off. 
Much easier, so he says. He didn't 
say if he had tried other brands for 
comparison, but he uses Pam. It's 
less than a buck for 13 ounces. 
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FACTORY WRENCH TOOLBOX TIP 


is making an obscene gesture at our 
token Dutchman Quaker with the 
golden shutter finger. Well, you're 
wrong. Two days previous, Flash 
had his finger jammed inside an 
exhaust port of one of the new 410 
Kaws fondling the top of the piston. 
At that moment, along came a 
certain hi-class, big-time, DIRT 
BIKE journalist (whose name we'll 
refrain from mentioning here), who 
decided to check out the compression 
by stabbing at the kickstarter. Since 
then, Lonnie hasn’t been able to 
move his finger much more than 
three millimeters before top dead 
center. 

Getting back to the HSU. Your 
box will not only look professional, 
but it'll sound like you mean business 
as well. Or, rather, you won't be 
able to hear anything out of it. Not a 
rattle or a clunk. Makes it just that 
much better for listening to Captain 
Beefheart on the way to the track. 


MORE KITCHEN TRICKERY... 

This hot tip requires some actual 
heat in order to make it all happen. 
How about lemon-scented oven 
cleaner on your greasy engine? Paul 
Kawczk II of Ohio and a few others 
out here have been spreading stories 
about this stuff. If you don't hold 
anything against Dow Chemicals, 
you can use theirs as Paul suggests. 
Just warm your little honey up and 
douse it with the cleaner. He claims 
that it works much better than any 
other grease release or Gunk-type 
chemical that he's used. But, I’ve 


heard that some brands remove the 
paint and etch the cases as well. So 
we're not too sure just how hot this 
one really is. If any of you have any 
test results, we would appreciate 
hearing from you. You really 
shouldn't be so fussy about dirt. To 
know it is to love it. 


CLEAN UP YOUR ACT 

Scraping muck, mud and gungo 
from your wheels, engine, number 
plates, etc. with a screwdriver is 
definitely not the hot setup. The 
value and appearance of your 
beautiful machine will go down 
with every scar you yourself add to 
its finely polished surfaces. Instead, 
roll down to your local auto parts 
store and pick up a nylon-type 
plastic parts-washing brush. If you 
get hot right after your moto, most 
of it can be easily brushed away with 
the softly caressing semi-stiff bristles. 
Tuff stuff can be dealt with by 
scraping with the wood handle. Still 
much softer than a sharp screw- 
driver. Do it today, your bike will 
love you for it. 


BONEROO DRAIN PAN 


While letting the fluids flow out of 
machinery, one of the most practical 
and inexpensive drain pans in 
existence would have to be this 
one-gallon tin container with one 
side cut out. When it's full, you can 
either unscrew the cap, or pour it 
over the edge, whichever turns you 
on. Comes complete with handy 
carrying handle. Be sure to fold the 
edges over or it'll be blood dripping 
into that pan instead of oil. If you 
don't want to take the time to fold it, 
silver tape will work just about as 
well until the oil eventually gets to 
it The Kawasaki Cycleworks of 
Dayton mechanics get credit for this 
one too. So there, Bob Newman. @ 
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MEN SUITS 


HE “HOW TO” BOO 


on how to go faster 
and keep on running 


This outstanding tech manual 
features the lowdown on 
forward mounted shocks, shock 
rebuilding, a spring rate 
calculation formula and 
thousands of words about 
bearings, porting, boring, jetting, 
timing, gearing, compression 
testing, gasketting, how to build 
an el 
cheapo 
bike 
bench. 
And many 
more tips 
on ways 
to get 
going and 
keep on 
running. 


ONLY $1.50 


HOW TO GOFAST 
Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 


D5-7 


Please send copylies) of 
HOW TO GO FAST. Enclosed is 
$1.50 plus 50€ postage and handling 
for each copy. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State eo com ue ZIP 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for 
$2.00. 25c each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Mini- 
mum $10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 
words. No invoicing; payment must accom- 
Pany orders, including firms on account with 
display advertising. No commissions, 
frequency rates or discounts. Ads accepted on 
the condition that advertiser agrees to refund 
readers! money promptly if shipment is de- 
layed and reader requests refund, or if mer- 
chandise is returned (in good condition in 
reasonable period of time). Display style ads 
permitted in classified section at display 
advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 
California 91316. 


317, Encino, 


FACTORY WORKS 400 CZ DB MODIFIED 
REPLICA! Profab LTR frame mods (Sept. 
‘74 DB), LT Terry fork kit, new motor, 
swingarm bushings and shaft, D.l.D.s, 
Buchanan spokes, super seat, plastics. 
Cherry. Very trick, and very reasonably 
priced. Ask for GEORGE — (213) 981-2317. 


HUSQVARNA ‘74, 125 WR — perfect 
condition; sac. sale (original cost $1100) 
$600.00 — firm. Lic. #A93-H24. PETE 
HARTWELL: home (213) 374-4195. 


HUSQVARNA ‘74, 250 CR — perfect 
condition; sac. sale (orig. cost $1400.00) 
$750.00 — firm. Lic. #A93-H25. PETE 
HARTWELL: home (213) 374-4195. 


CUSTOM PATCHES — YOUR OWN DE- 
SIGN: For price send sketch, size, quantity, 
colors to: CHICAGO EMBLEM CO., 7025 
Clark, Chicago, IL 60626. 


MOTORCYCLE WATCH FOBS in colored 
porcelain; Harley 1, Harley Wings, Honda, 
Suzuki, Indian, many more — $2.50. Belt 
buckles, with colored emblems — $5.00. 
Patches — 75¢. Postage 50¢. Stamp for free 
list. Dealers write. HOOVER’S, 120D Fruit, 
Peru, IL 61354. 


RIDE THE TRAILS in upstate New York. 400 
acres dirt biking, trials section, enduro trails. 
Rentals. (Approved mufflers required.) Full- 
service, family campground — pool, tennis, 
recreation. For information and brochure 
write: CORNING KOA, Box 75, Corning, NY 
14830. 


ENDURO SERVICE — Riders, receive all 
enduro flyers from any area of U.S. — $10 
per year (specify states desire flyers from). 
Clubs, send one flyer to be reproduced and 
distributed free. ENDURO SERVICE, P.O. 
Box 80, Nesbit, MI 38651. 


WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR for undamaged 
Bell Super Magnum helmet purchased new 
between June of 1971 and August of 1974. 
(213) 272-3371. 


CANADIAN MOTORCYCLISTS. Now you 
can obtain the latest cycle accessories 
conveniently by mail order without all the 
hassle and expense of customs, duty, etc. 
from CYCLE ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED, 
your 100% Canadian accessory dealer. 
Send $1.00 for our catalogue of values 
today. Box 175, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 
3V7. 


WILL YOU SPONSOR ME? | ride a Yamaha 
Moto-Bike. Write MARK CARLTON, 203 
Patricia Dr., Tecumseh, OK 74873. 


PLASTIC GAS TANKS $19.95 plus postage. 
Tanks come complete with cap, fuel cock 
and mounting kit. Six models in three 
colors. For information write to TANKS,, 
Box 1568, Grand Prairie, TX 75050. 


DIRT BIKE LAND. 60 acres near Los 
Angeles. Northwest of Willow Springs in 
the Tehachapi Mountains. $300.00 acre. 
Cash or terms. Owner/Agent. SHARP 
REALTY, Box 793, Pacific Palisades, CA 
90272. 


MOTORCYCLE AND COMPACT CAR 
OWNERS go on vacation in comfort. Build 
your own luggage trailer from my plans. Will 
dropship axle, springs, wheels, tires whole- 
sale. $62.56 (price subject to change). $5.00 
for plans to NIEMAN, 14013 lyopawa Island, 
Coldwater, MI 49036. Motorcycle trailer 
hitch plans $2.00. Money-back guarantee. 


125 SACHS, prototype. Engine has been 
totally reworked; super heavy duty frame, 
Koni shocks, plastic tank, $450.00 or best 
offer. (315) 337-0712. 


WANTED TO BUY — Transmission for 1971 
Greeves Griffon 250 MX. Send information 
to PAUL W. SMITH, Box 11, Clark, CO 
80428. 


'73 ELSINORE CR250 G.E.M. REED. New 
chain sprockets; excellent condition. $795.00 
GARY VAN HART, 10960 Beechwood Dr., 
Indianapolis, IN 46280. 


CUSTOM PATCHES FOR PRICES. Send 
design, colors, size and quantity. JIM 
LYON, 699 Dunvegan Ave., Suite 12, 
Oshawa, Ontario, L1J 5Y4. 


Learn at Home...Be a 


x MOTORCYCLE 


a MECHANIC. 


Now's the time to "graba 
piece of the action" in America's 
^ fast-growing motorcycle industry. 
Big demand for skilled mechanics. 
Earn steady pay — or start 
your own business. We 
show you how! No need to 
quit school or job. Learn 
at home in spare time. RUSH 
UM | COUPON FOR FREE "CAREER KIT" 


SPECIAL CYCLE 
TOOLS & TEST 
INTRUMENTS 
INCLUDED... 


a x RH oi ee Lee n 
ı NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR | 
ı 4500 Campus Dr.. Dept. EFAeS Newport Beach. CA 92663 1 
1 RUSH FREE "CAREER KIT" without obligation. 1 
I 1 
1 NAME AGE 1 
1 ADDRESS ! 
ul nn STATE NP ey 
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| ever so licht... 
À so Enduringly right 


'.. THE NEW OSSA SUPER PIONEER 


The OSSA SUPER PIONEER, lightest 250cc 
production enduro motorcycle on the market 
(209 Ibs. dry). It combines the superb handling 
of our Phantom motocross chrome moly 
chassis with the famous Pioneer engine, long 
noted for low end torque and flexible engine 
power. on 


In keeping with its ISDT heritage, The Super 
Pioneer is a superior enduro motorcycle, as well 
as an excellent general purpose, - off-road 
machine. 


WHERE THE TRAIL ENDS, OSSA BEGINS. 


f 


WA NKEE = MOTOR COMPANY CI P.O. Box 36, Schenectady. New York 12301 (11537E. DelAmo Blvd, Carson, Calif. 90744 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 
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1975 Catalog $1.00 
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Quick release positive buckles 
are just one of the many 
features that a world 
champion demands. And 


FOLLOW IN 


ROGER DeCOSTER'S BOOT STEPS 


Take a boot designed by a 3-time World Champion 
and manufactured to Torsten Hallman's exacting 
specifications, and you have the e Epe 

Roger DeCoster boot! Padded sun 
skin and ankle, steel sole sup- | 

port and steel toes make this 
boot one you'll want to wear for 
maximum comfort and protection. 


s available with sure- 


TORSTEN HALLMAN RACING INC. 


1490 Fayette Street, El Cajon, CA 92020 
(714) 449-6712 
TORSTEN HALLMAN RACING EAST 
_ 440 Belden Avenue, Addison, IL 60101 
" (312) 543-5247 


RV Van World. ... 89 || DYNAMIC ACTION! 
BEE VE. suse a  detua inr RECO te 24 

SGU' Insurance xs «cum s dense ae Y ND 0 82, 83 GREA T COLOR! 
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Torsten Hallman Racing ... 297 

Trick Distributing .......... Sed 
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BAS Suzuki « «2o mine a s morem erre 50, 51, 100 
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TROUBLE SHOOTING 
TECH STUFF 


Want to help? 
Call us. 


RedCross. 
The Good 


.Spark plug cross references 
.Torque value chart for most nuts 
and bolts 

«Timing and plug gap info for street 
and dirt bikes 

.Fuel/oil mix ratios for 2-stroke fans 
.Twelve months, arranged in order 
with varying numbers of days each 
«Holidays, even some new ones 
.PLUS a %-inch hole (to hang it up 
with) 


Neighbor. 


JULY 1975 


VALUABLE TUNE-UP AND 


DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


1 
I 
1 
I 
1 
| 
: Send check or money order for $1.50 plus 
l 25¢ for each calendar ordered for postage 
i 3 

| and handling. D5-7 
| Name 
| Address 
Dm 

l City 
l State 
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CRASH AND BURN 


N 


Keep those blow-mind C & B's coming in. And don't forget about our next Crash and Burn Special i. Your 
talented, quick-reacting shutter finger can be worth some bucks. 


"| wonder where my Elsinore is.” (Texas track taster captured by Daniel DeHart) 
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SUZUKI 


) GOUDEN 
CRUISER 


Suzuki Style is a whole new line of super accessories tire inflater. Plus MX hop-up kits and desert foot- 
and apparel. pegs to get your Suzuki Enduro all set up for moto- 
For you, we've got denim riding jackets, cross racing. 
Team Suzuki jackets, and motocross jackets. Plus Drop in on your nearest Suzuki dealer today 
road and motocross shirts. and see all this and more. 
For your Suzuki, we've got oils, coolants, We think everyone should show a little style. 
transmission fluids, tie-downs, and Quick Seal Suzuki Style. 
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